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'The Bookſeller's 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


T the Deſt re of ſeveral Per- 
ſons, I have here Re- 


—_ Five Excellent 
. Diſcouſes of the Learned Dr. 


| I{aac Barrow : which are Prin- 
ted in the Third Volume of His 


Works in Folio, and being too 


dear and bulky for every one, do 
ſuppoſe this ſmall Volume may 
| come into more Hands, and there- 
by become wery Uſeful to all ſorts 
of Perſons, eſpecially the Toung 


Students in the Univerſities and 
Schools, as alſ, othe Inns o f Courts, 


and Tradeſmen, by ſtirring up an 


| honeſt and induſtrious Spirit in- 


to the Age. 
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DISCOURSES 


OF 


Induſtry in general, 
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KEGCCLES. IX. 20; 


Whatſoewer thy hand | findeth ts 
doe, doe it with all thy might. 


N St. Paul's Epiſtle to the" Ro- 
ans, among divers excellent: 
rules of life, preſcribed -by 
that great Maſter, this 1s one, 
Ty apudy Lin oxvnep!. Be not Rom. 12. 11, 

ſtothful in buſineſs, or to buſineſs ; 

| And-in the 2d Epiſfle to the Coriz- 

| thians, among other principal ver- 

| tues, or worthy accompliſhments, 

| for abownding wherein the Apoſtle mg. mnt. 

| commendeth thoſe Chriſtians, he 2 Cor. 8 7. 

| ranketh all diligence, or induſtry 
A 3 exerciſed 
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exerciſed in all affairs and duties in- 
cumbent on them: this 1s that ver- 
tue, the practice whereof in this 
moral precept or advice the Royal 
Preacher doth recommend unto us ; 
being indeed an eminent vertue, of 
very general uſe, and powerful in- 
fluence upon the management of all 
our affairs, or in the conduct of our 
whole hte. 

Induſtry, IT fay, in general touch- 
ing all matters incident, which oxr 
hand findeth to doe, that is, which 
diſpenſation of providence doth of- 
fer, or which choice of reaſon em- 
braceth, for employing our aCtive 
powers of ſoul and body, the Vi/e- 
man doth recommend ; and to preſl= _ 
ing the obſervance of his he A 
(waving all curious remarks either Þ 
Critical or Logical upon the words) | © 
| I-ſhall preſently apply my diſcourſe, [ 
| pcting divers conſtderations apt 
to excite us thereto ; onely firſt let 
me briefly deſcribe it, for our bet= * 
ter apprehenſion of its true notwn 
and nature, 

by 
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By Induſtry we underſtand a ſe- 
rious and ſteady application of mind, 
joyned with a vigorous exerciſe of 
our active faculties in proſecution 
of any realonable, honeſt, uſeful de- 
ſign, in order to the accompliſh- 
ment, or attainment of ſome cony 
ſiderable good ; as for 1nſtance, 2 
Merchant 15 induſtrious, who conti» 
nueth intent and active in driving 
on his trade for acquiring wealth, 2 
Souldier is induſtrious, who 1s watch- 
ful for occaſion, and carneſt in actt- 
on toward obtaining the victory ; 
And a Scholar 1s induſtrious, who 
doth afliduoufly bend his mind to 
{tudy for getting knowledge. 

Induſtry doth not conſiſt merely 
in ation; for that is inceſſant 1n all 


perſons, our mind being a reltlels *14 3 4uza 


thing 


g, never abiding in a total cel- evow Tye 


wo 50 
ſation from thought or from delign, $,,«;/X, i 


(being, like a ſhip iu the ſea, 1t not «ride: met- 
ſtcered to ſome good purpoſe by # kgs 
rcaſon, yet tofled by the waves of m7e invinew 


. a . 2 4 0 ©4895, (7c. 
tancy, or driven by the winds of Chryl. in AQ, 


temptation ſomewhicher.) But the or, 35, 
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direction of our mind to ſome good 
end, without roving or flinching, 
in a ſtreight and ſteady courſe, draw- 
ing after it our ative powers in exe- 


cution thereof, doth conſtitute in- ' 


duſtry ; the which therefore uſually 
1s attended with Jabour and pain ; 
for our mind (which naturally doth 
affe&t variety and liberty, being apt 
to loath familiar objects, and to bs 
weary of any conſtraint) 1s not ea- 
fily kept in a conſtant attention to 
the fame thing; And the Spirits 
employed 1n thought are prone to 
flutter and fly away, ſo that it is 
hard to fix them ; And the corpo- 
real inſtruments of ation being 
ſtrained to a high pitch, or detain- 
cd in a tone will ſoon feel a lafft- 
tude, ſomewhat offenſive to nature ; 


Whence labour or pain is common- ' 


ly reckoned an ingredient of indu- 
ſtry; and laboriouſneſs is a name 
fignitying it z upon which accompt 
this vertue (as involving labour ) 
deſerveth a peculiar commendation ; 


it being then moſt laudable to fol- | 
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| low the dictates of reaſon, when fo 
. doing 1s attended with difficulty and 
. trouble. 

k1 Such in general I conceive to be 
. | the nature of Induſtry; to the prac- 
7 tice whereot the following conlide- 
; rations may induce. 

1, We may conlider that Indu- 
; 


ſtry doth befit the comſtitution and 

frame of our nature; all the ftacul- 
ties of our ſoul and organs of our 
body being adapted in a congruity 
and* tendency thereto : Our hands 
are ſuted for work, our feet for tra- 
vel, our ſenſes to watch for occa- 
R ſion of purſuing good and eſchewing 
evil; our reaſon to plod and con- 
- trive ways of employing the other 
. parts and powers; all theſe, I ſay, 
are formed for action; and that not 
in a looſe and gadding way, or in 
- 4. a ſlack and remils degree, but in re- 
> | gard to determinate ends, with vi- 
gour requiſite to attain them z and 
eſpecially our appetites do prompt 
to induſtry, .as inclining to things 
not obtainable without it ; accord- 
r | E ing 


Ds 
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| Prov. 21. 25. 
13-4 for his hands refuſe to labour ;, that is, 


ing to that Aphoriſm of the Wſe- 
man, "EmYupuas oxvnggy amulcruoy --- 


The defire of the flothful killeth hint , 


he is apt to defire things which he 
cannot attain without pains; and 
not enduring them, he for want 
thereof doth teel a deadly ſmart and 
anguiſh : wherefore in not being in- 
duitrious we defeat the intent of our 
Maker; we pervert his work and 
gifts; we forfeit the uſe and bene- 
fit of our faculties; we are bad hus- 
bands of nature's ſtock, 

2. In conſequence hereto Induſtry 
doth preſerve and pertect our na- 
ture; keeping 1t 1n good tune and 
temper; improving and advancing 
it toward its beſt ſtate, The labour 
of our mind 1n attentive meditation 
and ſtudy doth render it capable 
and patient of thinking upon any 
object or occaſion ; doth poliſh and 
retine it by uſe; doth enlarge it by 
acceſition of habits ; doth quicken 
and rowſe our Spirits, dilating and 
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diffuling them 1nto their proper | 


chanels: 
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chanels: The very labour of our 
body doth keep the organs. of ati 
on ſound and clean, diicuſhing fogs 
and fupertluous humours, opening 
pallages, diſtributing nouriſhment, 
exciting vital heat : Barring the ufe 
of it, no good conſtitution of ſoul 
or body can ſubfiſt; but a foul ruſt, an 88 
a dull numnefs, a reſty liſtleſneſs, a «gyis Sacx- 
heavy unwieldinefs muſt feiſe on us bh = 
our ſpirits will be ſtifled and choak- ,u, gc.Chryſ. 
ed, our hearts will grow faint and i» a. 0rar. 
Janguid, our parts will flag and de-**r,gn, ut 
cay; the vigour of our mind, and pA my 
the _— of our body will be much 7% 16a. 
impaired. 
I is with us as with other things 
|  1n nature, which by motionare pre- Ni& inn@ 
r | ſerved in their native purity and a "7 
1 ' perfeftion, in their ſweetneſs, in ipatiuk @ 3 
> | their luſtre, reſt corrupting, deba- PI_—_ by 
7 | fipg and defiling them, If the wa-«2you; mie 
1 ter runncth, it holdeth clear, ſweet %/p, + wi 
/ and freſh; but ſtagnation turneth &, miG of 
1 it into a noiſome puddle; If the air I©&, 5 nol 
I | is fanned by winds, it is pure and veluluG, 
r | wholſome, but from being ſhut up &e; ChryC 
4 4 
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is egleFis urenda filix innaſcitur 


| * Plue. ml raid. þ. 3 


is 


I 


it groweth thick and putrid ; It me- 
tals be employed, they aþide ſmooth 
and ſplendid; but lay them up, and 
they {oon contract ruſt; If the earth 
1s belaboured with cul- 
ture, it yieldeth corn; 
Hor. Serm. 1. 3- but lying neglected, 
it will be overgrown 
with brakes and thiſt- 
les; and the better its ſoil 1s, the 
ranker weeds it will produce ; all 
nature 1s upheld in its being, order 
and ſtate by conſtant agitation ; e- 
very creature is inceſſantly imploy- 
ed in action conformable to its de- 
ſigned end and uſe; In like manner 
the preſervation and improvement 
of our faculties depends on their con- 
ſtant exerciſe. 

3. As we naturally were compo- 
ſed, ſo by divine appointment we 
were originally deſigned for indu- 
ſtry ; God did not intend that man 
ſhould live idly even in his beſt ſtate ; 
or ſhould enjoy happineſs without 
taking pains; but did provide work 
enough even in Paradiſe it (elf; for 


The. 


7 
R 
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The Lord God (faith the Text) took Gen. 2. 15) | 
man, and put him into the garden of | 
Eden to dreſs it, and to keep it ;, fo 

that had we continued happy, we 

muſt have been ever bufie, by our 

induſtry ſuſtaining our life, and ſe- 

curing our pleaſure; otherwiſe weeds 

might have overgrown Paradiſe, and 

that of Solozzor might have been ap- | 
plicable to Adam, 1 went by the field Prov. ag. 36. 
of the ſlothful, and by the vineyard 3"+ 
of the man void of underſtanding, and 
loe it was all grown over with thorns, 
and nettles had covered the face there- 
of. 

4- By our tranſgreſhon and fall 
the neceſlity of induſtry (together 
with a difficulty of obtaining good, 
and avoiding evil) was encreafed to 
us; being ordained both as a juſt 
puniſhment for our offence, and as 
an expedient remedy of our needs : | 
for thereupon the ground was curſed geq, 3-17, 4: 
| to bring forth thorns and thiſiles to 4 
#s, and it was our doom pronounced 
| by God's own mouth, 1» the ſweat 
1 of thy face ſhalt thon eat bread till 
thou 
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thou return unto the ground; (0 that 

b-5 - now labour is fatally natural to us; | |, 

Job.s.7- now May (as Job ſaith) 3s born to| ; 
= Iabonr -as the ſparks flie«upward, (or| x 
rc oi as the Vitltur's Chickens ſoar aloft, ac-| # 

xhro* y#eoobCOrding to the Greek Interpreters. d 


grim. LXX. Interp. Now great travel (as the Son of Si- 
th ſaith) is created for every man; («20nie przany Txnret q 
t arbednp, oc. Ecclus, 40. 2.) and a heavy yoke is upon the | 
ot Adam, gc. 


5. Accordingly our condition and} P] 
circumſtances un the World are ſo} pe 
ordered, as to require induſtry z 10} cg 
that without it we cannot ſupport 
Qur lite in any comfort ar conveni-} yy} 
| ence; whence St. Paul's charge up-| _. 
a Theſ. 3.10. On the Theſſalonians, that If any oue| 

would not work, neither ſhould he eat, anc 

IS 1n:a_ manner a general law impo-! {an 

ſed on mankind by the exigency of| yr 
| our ſtate z according to that of 8 tro; 
Frov.:1g. 15. Tomon ; The idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer huns| mot 
| ger, and, The ſluggard who will . ndt| 1y «, 
plow by reaſon of the cold , ſhall beg) the 
1 haro:t, and. haus nothing...” 


Prov. 20. 4- 


: 
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Of all our many neceſlities none 
can be ſupplied without pains, where- 
in all men are obliged to bear a ſhare; 
Every man is to work for his food, 
for his apparel, tor all his accommo- 
dations, either immediately and di- 
rely, or by commutation and e- 
—_— for the Gentleman him- 
elf cannot (at leaſt worthily, and 
inculpably) obtain them otherwiſe, 
than by redeeming them from the 
Plowman, and the Artificer by com- 
penſation of other cares atid pains, 
conducible to publick good. 

The wiſe Poet did obſerve well, vire, Gewg, 1; 
when he ſaid, 

=== Pater ipſe colendi 

Hand facilem eſſe viam voluit — 
and St. Chryſoſiome doth propoſe the 
{ame obſervation, that God to what 
our mind, and keep us 


— Curis acuens \mortelia corda x 


from moping, would 
not that weſhould caſt- 
ly come bythe fruits of 
the earth, without em- 
ploying much'art and 


» many. inorder 


Nec torpere gravi pajſirs ſua reg * 
na wvererRo. 


Vir, Ibid. 


Aid Tim wt drayalw ug 
Tionow ignoig; 3 Oude, Of. 
Chryloſt. im Att, Hom. 35. 


thereto 
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thereto there muſt be $kill uſed-in 
obſerving ſeaſons, and preparing the 
ground; there muſt be labour ſpent 
11 manuring, 1n delving and plow- 
ing, in ſowing, in weeding, 1n fen- 
cing itz there muſt be pains taken 
in reaping, 1n gathering, in laying 
up, in threſhing, and drefling the 
fruit c'er we can enjoy it : ſo much 


induſtry 1s needful to get bread ; 


and if we hiſt to fare more daintily, + 


£ 
#+ 


F 


we muſt either hunt for it, uſing * 


craft and toil to catch it out of the 
woods, the water, the air; or we 
muſt carefully wait on thoſe crea- 
tures, of which we would ſerve our 
ſelves, feeding them that they may 
feed us; ſuch induſtry 1s required 
to preſerve mankind from ſtarving, 
And to guard it from other incon- 


veniencies, miſchiefs and dangers | 


ſurrounding us, it 15 no leſs requi- 


| 


- mt —_ 


fite; for to ſhelter us from impretl1- / 
ons of weather, we muſt ſpit, ave | 


muſt weave, we muſt build; and 
in order thereto we muſt ſcrape in- 


to the bowels of the carth to find 
OUT | 
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our tools, we muſt ſweat at the 
Anvil to forge them for. our uſe; 
we mult frame arms to defend our 
ſafety, and our ſtore from the aſ- 
faults of wild beaſts, or of more dan- 
gerous neighbours, wild men. To 
turniſh accommodations for our cu- 
riolity and pleaſure, or to provide 
for the convenience and ornament 
of our life, ſtill greater meaſures of 
induſtry are demanded; to fatiſhe 
thoſe intents a thouſand contrivan- 


, ces of art, a thouſand ways of trade 


— 


- 


and buſineſs do ſerve, without which 
they are not attainable. In what- 
ever condition any man 18, 1n what 
ſtate ſoever he be placed, whatſo- 
ever calling or way of life he doth 
embrace, ſome peculiar buſineſs 1s 
thence impoſed on him, whkich he 
cannot with any advantage or good 
ſucceſs, with any grace, with any 
comfort to himſelt, or ſatisfaction 
to others, manage without compe- 


* tent induſtry ; nothing will go on 


+ of it (elf, -without our care to direct 


n, and our pains to hold it, and for- 
| ward 
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ward it in the right courle : All 
which things ſhew, that Divine Wil- 
dom did intend, that we {hould live 


in the exerciſe of induſtry, or not. 


well without itz having ſo many 
needs. to be ſupplied, {ſo many de- 


lires to be appealed thereby ; being | 


expoſed to ſo many troubles and 


dithculties, from which we cannot * 


extricate our ſelves without it. But 
farther yet, 

6. Let us confider ; that induſtry 
hath annexed thereto, by divine ap- 
pointment and promiſe, the faireſt 
truits, and the richeſt rewards; All 
good things (being either ſuch in 
themſelves, or made ſuch by hu- 


mane eſteem ) are the fruits of in-_ 


duſtry z; ordered to ſprout from it, 
under the protection, and influence 
of God's bletIing, which commonly 
doth attend it. 
All good things indeed are the 
_ of God, and freely diſpenſed 
y his hand ; but he doth not give 
them abſolutely without condt 
tion, nor miraculouſly without 


CONCUT® : 
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concurrence of ordinary ttieans; 
By ſupporting our active powers, 
and ſupplying needful aid to our 
endeavours; by directing and up- Pal. 37. 3,23. 
holding us in the courſe of our aCti- *%* 3-6: 
ons; by preventing or removing ob- 
ſtacles that might croſs usz by grant- 
ing that final ſucceſs, which depend- 
cth on his pleaſure, he doth confer Dii laboribus 
omnia vendunt. 

them on usz Our hand commonly 1,1": 
is God's hand, by which he work- 7. 7. © 
eth good, and reacheth out benefits 51." $. 2. 
to us; governing and wielding it as” PP 
he plcateth. 

God indeed could not well pro- 
ceed otherwiſe in diſpenſing his fa- 
Vours to us; not well, I ſay; that 
is, not without ſubverting the me- 
thod of things which himſelf hath 
eſtabliſhed ; not without {lighting 
and voiding his own firſt bounty, 
or rendring the common gifts of ., 
nature (our reaſon, our fentes, our > 
active powers) vain and ufelefs z not 84: + goo 
without making us uncapable of any 2% * 72 74# 
praiſc, or any reward, which ſup- 5 ec. 
pole works atchicved by our earneſt $*ryl- Eph 

B 2 endea- 
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endeavour z not wſthout depriving 

us of that {weeteſ(t content, which 

{pringeth from enjoying the truit 

 _ of our labour. 

aac eeer* Hence it is, that whatever in Ho- 
Xx, ly Scripture 15 called the gitt of 
=_ 2 ie2- God, 1 otherwhile affirmed to be 
wy @is ers che effect of induſtry ; it being the 
ww gr - uſeful condition upon which, and 
reuris nz Che inſtrument whereby divine pro- 
4G. Chryſ. vidence conveyeth good things to 
in Joh. 01.35. us: What God ſaid to Foſhna, doth 
Joſh. 1. 7 imply the general method of his 

proceeding, Onely be thou ſtrong and 


Aid TuTo & Ts : 
ag, 10» COMrageonts--— that thou mayſt proſper 


emolnovy, «xx* Whit herſoever thou goeſt. 

eqn T1 49 

wuuly 7H), ire UT; aroma Mdfy Tegpany Te ditalng nuds Sepa- 
ysz. Chryl. Tom, 5, Or. 28. 


Hence whatever we are directed 


[ory '» to pray for, we are alſo exhorted to 
wy, a T = . 
3:3; xa, Work for; declaring thereby, that 


we are (erious in our devotion, and 
do not mock God, asking that of 
him, which we deem not - worth 
2 "7 our pains to acquirez It was well 
Catit, aid of Cato in Slut; Vigilando, a- 
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gendo, conſulendo proſpere omnia ce- 
dunt, nbi ſocordie te atque ignavie 
tradideris, nequicquan Deos implores, 


irati infeſt1que ſunt. We are bid to 


pray even tor our daily bread, yet 7/#497% 


we may {tarve 1t we do not work 


for itz and in S. Paxl's judgment Pvt. 4p9prh. 
Lac, 


deſerve to do {o. 

Hence we are bound to thank 
God for all thoſe things, for the 
want of which we mult thank our 
ſelves, and condemn our own {loth. 

Hence although we ſhould caſt 
our care on God, and rely on his 
providence, being folicitous tor no- 
thing; yet we muſt not fo truſt 
him, as to tempt him, by neglect- 
ing the means, which he doth offer, 
of relieving our ſelves; to be pre- 
ſumptuouſly flothful, being no leſs 
blameable, than to be diſtruſtfully 
careful. 

Hence God in all ſuch caſes, when 
we do need any good thing, 1s ſaid 
to be our helper and ſuccourer to 
the obtaining itz which doth imply 
that we muſt co-operate with him z 
B 3 and 
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Judg. 5. 13: 


Pſal. 92.12. 
22. 11. 

2 Cor. 12. 10. 

2 Chron. 14. 

Il. 


x 5am. 14.6. 


and jo1n our forces to thoſe, which 


He doth afford ; fo that as we can + 


doe nothing without him, ſo he 
will doe nothing without us ; yea 
{o that ſometime we are ſaid allo to 
help God ; Curſe ye Meroz, curſe 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, be- 
cauſe they came not to the help of the 
Lord; to the help of the Lord a- 
gainſt the mighty. It ever God doth 
pertorm all; without humane labour 
conſpiring, it 1s onely in behalf of 
thoſe, who are ready to doe their 
beſt, but unable to doe any thing, 
being over-powered by the inſuper- 
able difficulty of things : But He 
never doth act miracles, or controll 


nature; he never doth ſtretch forth * 


his arm, or interpoſe ſpecial power 


in favour of wilful and affected ſlug-.. 


gards. 

In fine, it is very plain both in 
common experience, declaring the 
courſe of providence; and in Holy 


Scripture, expreſſing God's intenti- ' 
on, that Almighty God doth hold ' 


forth all good things as the prizes 


and . 
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and recompences of our vigilant 
care, and painful endeavour as by 
ſurveying particulars we may clear- 
ly difcern. 

Nothing is more grateful to men, 
than proſperous ſaceeſ? in their under- Ti; Fruaade 
takings, whereby they attain their 4 Ti ” 
ends, latisfie their defires, ſave their a. 
pains, and come off with credit z  Quodcungue 
this commonly is the effect of In- 5% ona _ 
duſtry, ( which commandeth for- nit, gc. Sen, 
tune, to which all things ſubmit © * 1% 
and ferve,) and ſcarce ever 1s found 
without itz an induſtrious perſon, 
who as ſuch is not apt to attempt 
things impoſſible or unpracticable, 
can hardly fail of compaſling his 
defigns, becauſe he will apply all 
means requiſite, and bend all his 
forces thereto; ſtriving to break 
through all difficulties, and to ſub- 
due all oppoſitions thwarting his 
purpoſes: but nothing of worth, or 
weight, can be atchieved with 
a mind, with a faint heart, with 
lame endeavour z Any enterprize 
undertaken without re{olution, ma- 

B 4 naged 
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Prov. 13. 4- 
21. 25. 


Prov. 15. 30. 


Pfal. 55. 9, 11. 
Gen. 21. 28. 


Prov, 21. 11. 
Prov. 21. 5. 
C deelt in 
LXX,. ) 
Prov. 20. 4- 
Prov. 19. 15+ 


naged without care, proſecuted with- 
out vigour, will cafily be daſhed and 
prove abortive, ending in diſap- 
pointment, damage, diſgrace and 
diffatisfaion ; ſothe Wiſe-man doth 
aflure us; The ſoul (faith he) of the 
flnggard defireth and hath nothing, 
but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be 
ade fat ;, the one pineth away with 
ineffectual and fruitleſs delires; the 
other thriveth upon ſatisfaction 1n 
proſperous faccels, 

Plentiful accommodations for our 
ſaſtenance and convenience all men 
will agree to be very delireable; 
and theſe are indeed the bleſſings of 
him, who viſteth the earth and en- 
richeth it ; who crowneth the year 
with his goodneſs ;, and whoſe clouds 
drop fatneſs ;, but they are ſo diſpen- 
ſed by Heaven, that induſtry muſt 
concur therewith in deriving them 
to us, and ſloth will debar us of 
them; for He (faith the Holy Ora- 
cle) that tilleth his land, ſhall be ſa- 


tisfi:d with bread; and The thoughts 


of the diligent alone tend to plente- 
ouſneſs ; 
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ouſneſs ; but The ſluggard ſhall beg 
in harveſt, and have nothing ; and 
The idle ſoul ſhall ſuffer hunger. 
Wealth is that, which generally 
men of all things are wont to at- 
fect and covet with moſt ardent de- 
fire, as the great ſtore-houſe of their 
needs and conveniencies ; the ſure 
bulwark of their ſtate and dignity ; 
the univerſal inſtrument of com- 
paſting their deſigns, and pleaſures 
And molt evident it 15, that in the 
natural courſe of things induſtry is 
the way to acquire 1t, to ſecure it, 
to improve and enlarge it; the 
which courſe purſued innocently 
and modeſtly, God will be fo far 
from obſtructing , that he will fur- 
ther, and bleſs 1t; for that indeed 
it would be a flaw in providence, 
if honeſt induſtry, uſing the means 
it affordeth, ſhould fail of procuring 
a competency; which joined with 
a pious contentedneſs in St. Paxl's 


1 Tim. 6. 6. 


computation 1s great wealth, Where-,,., .. 
fore although Solomon tell2th us, that Prov. 10. 22. 


the ble\ſing of the Lord is that which 
1aketh 


22. 4 


2 Chron. 29.12, 
Eccleſ. 5. 19. 
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maketh rich; yet doth he not for- 
get or contradict himlelf, when he 


_ A 


Prov. 10. 4- alſo doth attirm, thac The hand of 


"%- "2" the diligent maketh rich ; and that 
St.Paul exhor- FJe who gathereth by labour ſball en- 
KT creaſe becauſe God bleſſeth the in- 
IIe und4y3;  duſtrious, and by his own hand, ag 
xa ime. the moſt proper inſtrumeut, maketh 
THER, & 12» , » . 
Prov. 23. 21. Þtm rich z when the Preacher ſaid, 
Prov. 18.9, There 1s a man, to whom God hath 
given riches and wealth, he knew 
well enough what man it was, to 
whom God giveth them, and that 
ſluggards were not fit objects of that 
liberality ; for he had obſerved it to 
be their doom to be poor and beg- 
garly, their nature to waſte and im- 
bezil an eſtate; He could aflure us, 
that drowſmeſs ſhall cloath a man with 
rags; He could propound it as a 
certain obſervation, that He who is 
flothful in his work, is brother to 4 
great waſter;, or that want of indu- 
firy in our buſineſs will no leſs im- 
pair our eſtate, than prodigality it 
ſelf; He could more than once warn 


Proy. 10. 44 the flothful, that if he did ſeep on, 
Or 


, 
s 
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or perliſt in his ſluggiſh way, indi- 
gency would ſurprize and feiſe on 
him with an infupportable violence ; 


So (faith he) ſhall thy poverty come Prov. 6. xx. 
as one that travelleth, and thy waut 4 3% 


as an armed man. 

Another darling of humane af- 
fection (and a jewel indeed of con- 
ſidcrable worth and ute in our lite) 
IS konour, Or reputation among men :; 
this alſo plainly, atter the common 
reaſon and courſe of things, 1s pur- 
chaſed and preſerved by induſtry z 
For he that alpireth to worthy 
things, and aflayeth laudable de- 
ſigns, purſuing them ſteadily with 
{erious application of heart, and re- 
ſolute activity, will rarely fail of 
good ſucceſs, and conſequently will 
not miſs honour, which ever doth 
crown vidory; And it he ſhould 
hap to fail in his deſign, yet he wall 
not loſe his credit; for having meant 
well, and done his beſt, all will be 
ready to excuſe, many to commend 
him; The very qualities which in- 
duſtry doth excrcife, and the effeds 

which 
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which it doth produce, do beget 
honour; as being ornaments of our 
perſon and ſtate. God himſelf (trom 
1Chron. 25.11. whom honour cometh, and whole ſpe- 
Pocket oo ,, Clal prerogative 1t 15 to beſtow it, 
he, as King of the World, being the 
fountain of honour) will be con- 
cerned to dignifte an induſtrious 
management of his gifts with that 
natural and proper recompence 
thereof; conducting him, who fair- 
ly treadeth in the path of honour, 
that he ſhall ſafely arrive unto it. 
It is therefore a matter of eafie ob- 
ſervation which the wile Prizce doth 
Prov. 22. 29. prompt us to mark; Seeſt thou a 
man diligent in his buſineſs, he ſhall 
ftand before kings, he ſhall not ſtand 
before mean men ;, that 1s, diligence, 
aS it 15 the faireſt, fo it 1s the ſureſt 
way to the beſt preferment; as it 
qualifieth a man for employment, 
and rendreth him uſcful to the 
World, ſo it will procure worthy 
employment for him, and attract 
the World to him; as the ſame 


great Authour again doth aſſert ; 
The 
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The hand, ſaith he, of the diligent Prov. 1. 24, 


fall bear rule; Yea, fo honourable 
a thing is Induſtry it ſelf; that an 
exerciſe thereot in the meaneſt rank 
1s productive of eſteem, as the Wiſe- 


man again doth obſerve and tell us; x 


He that waiteth on his maſter, (that ew, Twali- 
is, with diligence attendeth on the *'-" 


buſineſs committed to him) ſhall be 
honoured. 

No induſtrious man 1s contemptt- 
ble: for he is ever looked upon as 
being in a way of thriving, of work- 
ing himſelf out from any ſtraits, of 
advancing himſelf into a better con- 
dition. But without induſtry we 
cannot expect any thing, but* diſ- 
reſpect, ſhame and reproach, which 
are the certain portion of the {loth- 
tul; he not having the heart to en- 
erprize, or the refolution and pati- 
ence to atchicve any thing, defer- 
ving regard, or apt to procure itz 
he wanting all the ornaments, and 
good fruits that grow from 1ndu- 
{try ; he being: onely fit for a ſor- 
did, and fervile condition; whence 


the 
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Prov. #2. 24: #he flothful (faith Solomon) ſhall be 
Alara 5 tow: under tribute; and, He that ſleepeth 
Ter @&&%?: 34 barveſt, is 2 ſon that cauſeth ſhame; 


Prov. 10. 5+ 4 ; ; | 2» 
He cauſcth it to his relations by his 


beggarly accoultrements, he cauſeth ' 
it much more to himſelf, by his de-/ 


ſpicable taultineſs, and by the dif- 


graceful conſequences of it. 
Another yet more pretious good, 
far ſurpaſſing all external advanta- 
ges of our ſtate; the which 1n the 
judgment of him who ( together 
with it having a full poſlefiion of all 
ſecular proſperity, wealth, dignity 
and power) was beſt able to prize 
Prov. 8.11. tt, is better than rubies, and incom- 
Fob. = a parably doth excell all things, that 


riching, and imbelliſhing our better 


'» 2, 


may be deſired , as ennobling, ecn-, 


part; Wiſedow, I mean, or a good! 


comprehenſion, and right judgment 
about matters of highc{t importance 
to us, is the prize of indultry, and 
not to be gained without it ; Na- 
ture conferreth little thereto, for- 
tune contributeth much leſs; it 
cannot be bought at any rate; 


C « h 1 08 
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cannot (faith Job) be gotten for gold, xe rude quid 
neither ſhall falver be weighed for the roſit video 

X Ingenium, 
price thereof; It cannot be valued y,. te ant. 
with the gold of Ophir, with the pre- Job 28. 15— 
tions Onyx, or the Sapphire ;, It is 
the oft-(pring of watchtul obſerva- 
tion and experience, of {crious me- 
ditation and ſtudy; of careful re- 
tlexton on things, marking , com- 
paring and weighing their nature, 
their worth, their tendencies and 
conſequences ; theſe are needful to 
the getting of wiſedom, becauſe 
truth which it ſceketh commonly 
doth not lie in the ſurface, obvious 
to a ſuperficial glance, nor onely 
dependeth on a f1mple conſideration 
of few things; bur is lodged deep 
in the bowels of things, and under 
a knotty complication of various- 
matters; ſo that we muſt dig to 
come at it, and labour in unfolding 
it; Nor 1s 1t an eaſte task to void 
the prejudices ſpringing from inclt- 
nation or temper, trom education 
or cuſtome , from paſſion and in- 
tereſt, which cloud the mind, and 
obſtruct 


25 


Ecclef. 1.17. 
2. 3» 


I King. IJ wh 
&+ 29. 
Sap. 8. 21. 
G. 17+ 
Ecclel. 2. 26. 
Jam. I. 5+ 


ll) Prov. 2. 6. 


obſtrukt the attainment of wilſe- 
dom. 

If we will have it, we mult get 
it as Solomon himielt did, that great 
Maſter of it ;. how was that ? I gave, 


ſaith he, my heart to know wiſedom : | 


He, who made it his option and 
choice before all things; who fo 
earneſtly and fo happily did pray 
for it ; upon whom tt 1s ſo expreſsly 
faid, that God in a ſpecial manner, 
and plentiful meaſure did beſtow 
it; who averreth God to be the 
ſole donour of it, (for, The Lord, 
ſaith he, giveth wiſedom, ont of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and under- 


ſtanding, ) yet even he, did firſt give 


his heart to it, before it was given | 


into his heart: he did not onely 
gape for it, to receive 1t by mere 
intuſion ; but he worked and ſtudi- 
ed hard for it: he was indeed a 
great itudent, an inquiſitive ſearcher 
into nature, a curious obſerver of 
the World, -a profound conſtderer 
and comparer of things; and by 
that induſtrious courſe, promoted 


"by 
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by divine bleſfling, he did arrive to 
that great ſtock of ſo renowned a 
wiledom. 

And the ſame method it is, which 
he preſcribeth to us for getting it ; 


| exhorting us, that we zxcline our ear Prov. 22. 4, 4 
unto wiſedom, and apply our heart to "+ 5 


underſtanding ; that we cory after 
knowledge, and lift up our voite for 
underſtanding ; that we ſeek her as 
ſilver, and ſearch for her, as for hid 
treaſures ;, 1n following which courſe 
he doth affure us of good ſuccels ; 


for then (faith he) ſhalt thou under- Prov. 2. 6% 


ſtand the fear of the Lord, and find 
the knowledge of God, which 1s the 
head or chief part of wiſedow ; And 


Bleſſed (faith he again, 1n the per- prov. 8. 34 


fon and place of wiledom it ſelf) zs 
the man that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting at the poſts 
of my doors: for he that findeth me 
findeth life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord; It is the way, he fup- 
poſethof finding wifedom, to watch 
afliduouſly, to wait diligently upon 
the means of attaining her; and 

C how 
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how infallible the acquiſt of her is 
thereby, ſhe doth again by his mouth 


Prov. 8. 17. thus acquaint us; 1 love them tha 


love me, and thoſe that ſeck me earl 


61% 15: Ball find me; and She (laith his 


Prov. 26. 


imitatonur is eaſily ſeen of them tha 
love her, and found of ſuch as ſcek 
her ;, whoſo ſceketh her early, ſhall 
have no great travel, for he ſhall find 
her ſitting at his doors. 

This indeed 1s the onely way ; 
idleneſs is not capable of ſo rich and 
noble a purchaſe; a {lothtul perſon 
may be conceited (yea needs muſt 
be ſo) but he can never be wile; 


16. A ſinggard ((aith Solomon) is wiſer in 


his own conceit, than ſeven men that 
can render a rea 07 5 this conceit of 
wiſedom is a natural iflue of his 1g- 
norance ; and 'tis indeed no ſmall 
part of 1iis folly, that he doth not 
perceive .itz being no lets ſtupid 1n 
refiexton on his own mind, than in 


conſidering other matters 5 Being | 


always in a f{lumber, he will oiten 
fall into ſuch pleaſant dreams z and 
no wonder that he ſhould pretume 
upon 
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upon abundance of knowledge who 
not liſtntng to take any pains in the 
ſearch or diſculion of things, doth 
ſnatch the tirſt appearances, doth 
embrace every ſuggeſtion of his 
fancy, every concett gratifying his 
humour, for truth. 

What ſhould I ſpeak of learning, 
or the knowledge of various things, 
tranſcending vulgar apprehenſion ? 
who knoweth not that we cannot 


' otherwiſe reach any part of that, 


than by atiiduous ſtudy and con- 
templation ; who doth not find that 
all the power in the world 1s not 
able to command, nor all the wealth 
of the [dies to purchale one nott- 
on? who can be ignorant, that no 
wit alone, or ſtrength of parts can 
ſuthce, without great induſtry to 
trame any ſcience, to learn any one 
tongue, to know the ht 


Multa tulit, fecrtque puer >= 
va by 


a 


4 . Qui cupit opt at am curſu con- 
ſtory of nature, or of pro- **;jng:re metam, 
vidence ? It 1s certainly Afura tulir, ſecitque puer, 
by : ſudavit of alſit. 

y Horace's method, Sa: 


Sh— ah. FY 
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by much exerciſe and endurance of 
pains, that any one can arrive to 


— 


— 


the mark of being learned or skilful 


in any tort of knowledge. 


But farther yet, Yertne, the no- | 


T3 xexfy bleſt endowment, and richeſt poſ- 
SST ſellion whereof man is capable ; the 
glory of our nature, the beauty of 


gore, Toy. | 
Cary. in Joh. our ſoul, the goodlieſt ornament, 


as and the firmeſt tupport of our life 
that alſo is the fruit and bleſling of 
induſtry ; that of all things moſt 
indiſpentably doth need and require 

fn neg It doth not grow in us by na- 


Ty ceery 3 £Ure, nor bctal us by fortune; for 
o%v why x74- Nature 15 ſo far from producing it, 
Ter Yn: that it yieldeth mighty obſtacles 
ing in the beſt difpolitions much 
averſeneſs from good, and great 
proneneſs to evil; Fortune doth 
not further its acquiſts, but caſtetl 
in rubs and hinderances thereto, 
every condition preſenting its al- 
lurements, or 1ts aftrightments from 
it; all things within us, and about 
us conſpire to render its produCtion, 
and its practice laborious. If 


- 


and reſi$ences to its birth, there be- ! 
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It is (tis true) a gitt of Heaven, 
and cannot be obtained without a 
ſpecial influence of Divine grace, 
but it 1s given as children are (of 
whom it 1s ſaid, Loe children are an pal. 127. 2, 
heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of , 
the womb is his reward) not without 
ſore travel and labour of the mo- 
ther, not without grievous dithcul- 
ty and pangs in the birth : In our 
converlion to embrace vertue God 
doth guide us; but to what? to fit 
ſtill? no, to walk, to run in his 
ways; grace doth move us, but 
whereto ? to doe nothing? no, but 
to ſtir, and at vigoroully ; [he holy Rom. 8. 26, 
Spirit doth help our infirmaties ; but | —__ 

. _— . «VET dls 

how could it help them, 1t we did 
not conjoin our beſt (though weak) 
endeavours with 1ts operations? to 
what doth it AuwarTiag 6 avels y CP Heb. 12. 4- 
co-help us, but to ſtrive againſt ſin , _ 2. 10. 
to work righteouſneſs, to perform du- oO 7 
ty with earneſt intention of mind, 'Eutgiozre 
and laborious aftivity ? God (laith ,1* :**1, ; 
O69, of v74 4p" nulv dons 78 Thy 51), Ive wi oig amiroiay enat- 
eiusIa, v74 avTo; 73 we Yaakiy, ive wi tis payuley eToxA- 
vogdp! xa", Ge. Ghryl, Tom, 5. Cr, 2%, 
CI S. Corye 
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S. Chryſoſtome ) hath parted vertne 
with us, and neither hath left all t 
be in us, left we ſhould be elated ta 

+0942 33 6 pride, nor himſelf hath taken all, leſt 
ae} Ta x=ad we ſhould decline to ſloth *. 

of arSew wy 

£1 X*#en71'5 Size 4 avwvtr bonIeias THAtwd3ng)* #d's n <1v4- 

vt xoes 6+ 3 putt onedaloyra maggywor av, 42x WdThcs 

Viggo ar mreghne, ared WTs dySgwnirlw, x + did miruu; 


aroFtr Kavixeoay avuuaXiay #s TEAHaoiy ageTh;, Bal. Conſt 
Mon. cap. 15, 


Indeed the very nature and ef- ' 


ſence of vertue doth conliſt in the 
moſt difficult and painful efforts of 
ſoul; in the extirpating rooted pre- 
zudices and notions from our under- 
— in bending a ſtiff will, 
and reditying crooked inclinations ; 
im over-ruling a rebellious temper ; 
in curbing eager and importunate 
appetites ; in taming wild pathions; 
in withſtanding violent temptati- 
ons; in ſurmounting many ditticul- 
ties, and ſuſtaining many troubles ; 
in ſ{trugling with various unruly 
Inſts within, and encountring many 
ſtout enemies abroad, which affault 
ur reaſon, and war againſt our ſoul : 
In 
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In ſach exerciſes its very being _"—h 
eth; its birth, its growth, its ſub- 
liſtence dependerh on them; ſo that 
from any diſcontinuance or " rcmilli- 
on of them it would ſoon decay, lan- 
guilh away, and periſh. 

What attention, what circum- 
ſpection, and vigilancy of mind, 
what intention of ſpirit, what torce 
of rclolution, what command and 
care over our ſelves doth 1t require, 
to keep our hearts from vain 
thoughts, and evil defires; to guard 
our tongue from wanton, unjuſt, 
uncharitable diſcour ſe; to order our 
ſteps uprightly and ſte cadily in all 
the paths of duty ? @ T1 65%, 610v0v 
Þ 1s axperns 5 and what (as St. Chry- 
ſoſtome acketh) of all things be long- 
ing to vertue is not [al borious 2 it is 
no ſmall task to know it, wherein 
it confiſteth, and what it demand- 
eth of us; it is a far more painful 
thing to conform our practice unto 
its rules and dictates. 


— 


20" If 


33 


Ciryf. in Joh, 


Cr, 


36. 


| « Al 
36 Of Induſtry in general. | 


DO. Oe” If travelling ina rough 
Fords one, 9" way if climbing UP 4 of 
"AddveTor, paxezre ys; ſteep hill; if combating wi 
Wy. th mr {tern toes, and aghting lat 

Heſ. Tey. «0 harp battels; it crok| vc 

\} ſing the grain of our| fit 
l nature and defires; *t continualil na 
0 1 holding a ſtrict rein over all our fr 

| arts and powers,” be things of 1a-! ar 

w__ and trouble, then greatly ſuch | w 
1s the practice of vertue. ſp 

Indeed each vertue hath its pecu-} ef 
liar dithculty, needing much Jabour of 

 Theff, 1. 3. to maſter it: PFazth is called i;yyw oO! 
Tk -"_s angews , the work of faith, and it is tt 
| no ſuch caſie work, as may be ima» w 

gined, to bring our hearts unto a , m 
thorough perſuaftion about truths } n 
crofling our ſenſual conceits, and } © 
controlling our peeviſh humours; | h 
unto a perfe& ſubmiſhon of our | © 
underſtanding, and reſignation of 
our will to whatever God teacheth : t] 
or preſcribeth ; to a firm reſolution 
of adhering to that profeſſion, which | t 
exacteth of us ſo much pains, and | f 
Expoleth us to ſp rpany troubles. 4 
| Charity 
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Charity 1s allo a laborious exerciſe 
of many good works, and he that 


will practice 1t muſt in divers ways 


labour hardly; he muſt labour in 
youding from his foul many diſpo- 
fitions deeply radicated therein by 
nature, opinion and cuſtome (envy, 
frowardnels, ſtubbornnels, - perverſe 
and vain fcltiſhneſs, from whence 


; wrath, revenge, ſpite and malice do 


ſpring forth ; ) He muſt labour in Ga. 6. 16. 
effectual pertormance of all good 

offices, and in catching all occaſi- 

ons of doing good; He mult exert 

that ygmy a3%ms, that labour of love 1 Theſf. 1. 3, 
whereof Sr, Panl doth ſpeak z Hg © & '* 
muſt (as that holy Apoſile direfteth, Eph. 4. 28. 
not onely in precept, but by his ** 2% 3% 
own practice) work with his own 

hands, that he may ſupply the wants 

of his neighbour, 

Hope it (elf (which one would 'aunb. 
think, when grounded well, ſhould FP: 7%: = 
be a no leſs cafie, than pleaſant du- 1 Theſl. 1. 3, 
ty) doth need much labour to pre- > 20 36 


; ſerve it ſafe, ſtreight and ſtable, a- 


mong the many waves and billows 


of 


— 
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of temptation aflaying to ſhake and 


Heb. 6. 11. ſubvert itz whence 4 patience of 
Sonwedee Zn bs recommended to us; and we 
@7T:Þ ny. 
Hb. 2. 6, 14. {O often are exhorted to hold i it faſt, 
2. Fer. 1: 19: to keep it ſure, firm and unſhaken 
to the end. 
Navres 5 Temperance allo ſurely demandeth 


#- 5347& no ſmall pains; it being no flight 


nd Lew: buſineſs to check our greedy appe- 
povere Te % tites, to ſhun the enticements of 
Prin, pleaſure, to eſcape the ſnares of 


Tu & Pine - Company and example, to ſupport 
yo. Mat. 42 the ill-will and reproaches of thoſe 


Rep. 2. 
zelots and bigots for vice ; who can- 
not tolerate any non-conformity to 


their extravaganciesz but (as St. Pe: 


x Pet, 4. 4. ter doth expreſs It) think it ſtrange, 
if others do not run with them to the 


ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeaking ill of then! 


or it. 

What ſhould I ſpeak of weekweſs, 
of patience, of humility, of contented- 
neſs 2 18 1t not manitelt, how labo- 
rious thoſe vertues are, and what 
pains are neceſlary in the obtaining 


in the exerciſe of them? what Pains, | 


I ſay, they require, in the voidance 
of 


war 


Y "8 a ow Ay” WF WB 


Of Induſtry in general. 


of tond conceits, in the ſupprethon 
of ftroward humours, in the quel- 
ling ficrce paſſions, in the brooking 
grievous crofles and adverlities, in 
the bearing heinous injuries and af- 
fronts ? 

Thus doth all vertue require 
much induſtry, and 1t therefore ne- 
ceſlarily muſt it ſelf be a great ver- 
tue, which 1s the mother, the nurſe, 
the guardian of all vertues; yea 
which indeed 1s an ingredient and 
conſtitutive part of every vertue ; 
for if vertue were caſtly obtaina- 


ble or practicable without a good 


' meaſure of Pains, how could 1t be 


vertue 2 what excellency. could it 
have, what praiſe could 1t claim, 
what reward covld 1t expect? God 
hath indeed made the beſt things 
not eaſily obtainable, hath ſet them 
high our of our reach, to exerciſe 
our induſtry in getting them, that 
we might raiſc up our ſelves to them, 
that being obtained they may the 


, more deſerve our eſteem, and his re- 


ward.. 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, The Sovereign good, the 
laſt ſcope of our ations, the top Ke! 
and ſum of our defires, Happineſs for 
it ſelf, or eternal life in perfect reſt, ## 
joy and glory ; although it be the lo 
ſupreme gift of God, and ſpecial WE 
boon of divine grace (m & wagroug| V< 

_ 6. Hd 79 ©es, But, faith St. Paul, the gift 

Pe * of God's grace is eternal life ) Yet it of 
alſo by God himſelf is deciared to #70 
be the reſult and reward of induſtry;; 3c 

Phil. 2. 12. for we are commanded to work out} at: 

2 Per. 1. 1%. gy, (alvation with fear and trembling;' $i 
and to give diligence in making our s, 
calling and eleFion ſure, by vertuous Cal 

Rom. 2. 6, 7, practice; and God (faith St. Pal) 4c 

IO, 6, 22. : x os] 
will render to every man according t1, \<t 
his works, to them who by patient con- vide 
tinuance in well doing ſeek glory, and; © © 
honour, and immortality, eternal life;' ? | 
2nd, in the cloſe of God's Book it is! ©9v! 
proclaimed, as a truth of greatel glo1 
moment, and ſpecial point of God's 

Apoc. 22. 14 will, Bleſſed are they that doe his' | 

anna; aairy.. commandments, that they may hav Vat 
right to the tree of life. It is plainly 'Y " 

Heb. 12, 22. induſtry, which climbeth the Holy duty 

Mount ; 


| 


; 
| 
[ 
) 
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Mount ; it is induſtry, which ta- 
keth the Kingdom of Heaven by Marr. 11, 12, 
force 5 it 1s induſtry, which ſo runs 1 Cor. 9. 24- 
meth, as to obtain the prize z which J© 1+ 12- 
: Matt. 24. 42s 
lo fighteth as to reccive the crowns, 21. 13. 
which ſo watcheth as to fecure our Luc. 12. 37- 
everlaſting intereſt to us. _—_— 
Thus do the choicelt good things, 
of which we are capable, ſpring 
trom induſtry, or depend upon it 


.: and no conſiderable good can be 


F 
> 


| 


1 attained without it; thus all the 


gifts of God are by it conveyed to 
us, Or are rendred in effe& benefi- 
cial to us; for the gifts of nature 
arc but capacities, which it 1mpro- 
veth; the gifts of fortune or pro- 
vidence are but in{truments, which 
{It employeth to our uſe; the gitrs 


| of grace are the ſupports and fuc- 


cours of it; and the very gitr of 
glory 15 its fruit and recompence. 


There are farther ſeveral other 
{material confiderations, and wergh- 
'ty motives to the practice of thus 


ly duty ; which meditation bath fog- 


jt 
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geſted to me ; but theſe, in regard 
to your patience, muſt ſuthce at pre- 
ſent ; the other (together with an 
application proper to our condition 
and calling) being reſerved to ano- 
ther occaſion. 


i 


oy 2 
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ECCLES 1.20% 


W hatſoever thy hand findeth to 
doe, doe it with all thy might. 


Nauſtry, which the divine Prea- 
cher in this Text recommend- 
eth to us, 15 a vertue of a very 

dittulive nature and influence ; ſtret- 
ching it ſelf through all our affairs, 
and twiſting it felt with every con- 
cern we have; ſo that no bulinels 
can be well managed, no deſign ac- 
compliſhed, no good obtained with- 
out it: it therctore behoveth us to 


—_ . . * . * 
conceive a high opinion of 1t, and 


to inure our ſouls to the practice 
of it, upon all occaſions: in fur- 
therance of which purpolcs I for- 
merly, not long f(1ace, dic propound 
{everal 


—_—— 


— 
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ſeveral motives and inducements; 
And now proceeding on ſhall repre- 
ſent divers other conliderations ler- 
viceable to the ſame end. 

I. We may conlider, that Indu- 


preventive of trouble : It was no 
leſs ſolidly, than acutely aud fmart- 

"£8 e/grr2 Iy advited by the Philoſopher Cre 
6 whros, whver 4,5, Whether ((aid he) labour be t 
Ts OaKTop, - 
wires Ire wi be choſen, labour or whether it be 
_—_ + to be eſchewed, labour, that thou mayſt | 
ediſe?) mive,, 20t Labour; for by not labouring, lt 
7 5 werris bour is not eſcaped, but is rather pur- 
En a*, ſued; and St. Chryſoſtome doth upon 

the ſame con(ideration urge Indu- 

'Reeyiz I-(try, becaule Sloth (faith he) 75 wort, 
Ci nds to ſpoil us, and to yield us much pain; 
av #«g6a No man can cozcn nature, eſcaping! 
- ze the labour to which he was born; 
36. © but rather attempting it will detude 

himſelf, then finding molt, when 
he ſhunneth all labour. 

Sloth indeed doth affeQt cafe and 
quiet ; but by affeting them doth 
loſe them; It hateth labour and 
trouble, but by hating them, doh 

incu 


4 


ſtry is produCtive of eaſe it ſelf, and} 
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incur them; It is a ſelt-deſtroying 
vice, not ſuffering thoſe who che- 
riſh it, to be idle, but creating much 
work, and multiplying pains unto 
them; engaging them into divers 
necetiities and traits, which they 
cannot ſupport with eaſe, and out 
of which without extreme trouble 
they cannot extricate themſelves : 
of this the Preacher doth aftord us 


a plain inſtance; By much flothful- Eccles. 10.18, 


neſs (laith he) the building decayeth, 
and through idleneſs of the hands the 
honſe droppeth through; A little care 
taken at firſt about repairing the 
houſe, would have ſaved its decay 
and ruine; and conſequently the 
vaſt charge and trouble, becoming 
needful to re-edify it: and the like 
doth happen in moſt other caſes 
and occurrences of life z 1dleneſs 
commonly doth let {lip opportunt- 
ties and aUvantages, which cannot 
with eaſe be retrieved ; it letteth 
things fall into a bad caſe, out of 
which they can hardly be recover- 


ed. 
D The 


of Induſtry in general. bt 


—  —_— 


The certain conſequences of it 
(diſgrace, penury, want of experi- 
ence, diſobliging and loling triends, 
with all the like miſchiefs ) cannot 
be ſupported without much dif- 


which he is plunged. 

But Induſtry by a little volun- 
tary labour taken in due place and 
ſcaſon doth ſave much necellary la- 
bour afterward, and by moderate, 
care doth prevent intolerable di-/ 
ſtreſs; And the fruits of it (wealth, 
reputation, $kill and dexterity in 
affairs, friendſhips, all advantages of 
fortune) do enable a man to pals his 
life with great caſe, comfort and] 
delight. 

2. Induſtry doth beget eaſe by 
procuring good habits, and facility 
of acting things expedient for us to 
doe. By taking pains to day we 
ſhall need leſs pains the morrow; 
and by: continuing the exercile, 
within a while we ſhall need no 


pains at all, but perform the molt 
difficult 


quiet z and they diſable a man from ; 
redreiling the inconveniencies into | 
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t | difficult tasks of duty, or of bene- 
- fit to us with perfect caſe, yea com- 
S, monly with great pleaſure. What 
X fluggith people accoinpt hard and 
- irklome (as to riſe early, to hold 
n| cloſe to ſtudy, or buſineſs, to bear 
0! ſome hardſhip) will be natural and 
| {weet; as proceeding from another 
-, nature, railed in us by uſe. 
d [Induſtry doth breed aflurance and 
-, courage, needful for the underta-' 
| king and proſecution of all neceſla- 
| ry buſineſs, or for the performance 
, of all duties incumbent on us. 
n No man can quite decline buſi- 
x neſs, or diſengage himlelf from du- 
s ty, without infinite damage and 
0| miſchief accruing to himſelt; but 
theſe an induſtrious man (contiding 
y in this efficacious quality) wall ſer 
J upon with alacrity, and diſpatch 
0 with facility ; his diligence voiding 
** obſtacles, and ſmoothing the way 
3 to him; whenas idlenels finding 
* ſomedifficulties, and fanſying more, 
0 ſoon diſheartneth, and caulſeth a 
ſt man to deſiſt from ation, rather 
It D 2 chuſing 
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chuling to crouch under the bur- 
then than by endeavour tp carry it 
through to diſcharge himſelf there- 
of: whence as to an induſtrious 
man things ſeeming dithcult will 
prove eaſe, ſo to a tlothful perſon 


the eaſieſt things will appear im-| 
poſiible ; according to Solomon's ob-| 


2 * ſervation, The way (faith he) of * « 
pg ed} pF. Nothful man is an hedge of thorns, 
wy eta but the way of the upright is mad: 
re, di ds f plain; whereas a flothtul man, Le- 
= a 10g apt to neglect his obligations, 

is oppoſed to an upright man, who 
hath a conſcionable regard to them, 
and 1s willing to take pains in the 


diſcharge of them; fo it is declared, 


that to the one the way 15 rough; 


and thorny, to the other beaten and 

expedite. 
Prov. 22. 13s And again, 1he ſlothful man ((aith 
wy ub) he) doth ſay, there js a Lion with 
a are Out, I ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets: 


x, ALY a4 xr : 

e%. Aw & he 18 very apt to conceit, or to pre- 
7 89> 9* tend «imaginary difficulties and ha- 
T WAATE Us ginary 6 


gordb7 «. zards, and thence to be deterred 
from going about his buſineſs, or 
doing 


= —— 
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doing his duty : This conſideration 
St. Chryſoſtome doth propole, exci- 
ting to an carneſt purſuit ot vertue z , a 
becauſe, There is ((aith he) zothing x7 : 7 
\ſo eaſte, which our great ſloth doth wi azides 
not repreſent very grievous and bur- TH bevy 
- . = . . ts 0 Toavs 
thenſome ;, nothing ſo painful and dif- Swe ws- 
ficult, which diligence and willingneſs "_y ; dg 
» id ovep 
do not ſhew to be very eaſre. 6 Suede F 
: 14h diay $605 
Aoy nn and x 1 weg9uule. Chryl.. Tom. 6. Or, 15. þ. 144- 
T4 u þ4d\a T%; eusriyre; o& yes, T4 Is yearn Fiuthe- 
ag &NigxtTt. Pluts, de Educ, 


3. We may conlider, that indu- 
[try will ſweeten all our enjoy- 
ments, .and ſcafon them with a 
grateful reliſh; for as no man can 
well enjoy hiunſelf, or find ſound 
content in any thing, while bufinels 
or duty lie unfiniſhed on his hand ; 
{0 when he hath done his beſt to- 
ward the diſpatch of his work, he 
will then comfortably take his caſc;, 
and enjoy his plealurez then his 
tood doth taſte ſavourily, then his 
divertiſcments and recreations have 
a lively guſtfulneſs, then his tleep 


D 3 15 


— 
— 
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Eccles. 5. 12. ding to that of the Preacher, The 
RE ſleep of a labouring man 1s ſweet. 

4. Eſpecially thoſe accommoda- 

Cui ſit conditio tJoONs prove moſt delightful, which: 

dulcis fine pul- . 

vere palme? Our Induſtry hath procured to us; 

Hor. Ep.7.1. we looking on them with a fpeciaf| 

tenderneſs of affection, as on the 

children of our endeavour z we be- 

ing ſenſible at what coſts of care 


and pain we did purchaſe them. If 


violence, 1t he rifeth to preferment 
by flattery, detraQtion, or any bad' 
arts, he can never taſte any good 
ſavour, or find found comfort in 
them; And from what cometh; 


commendation due, ſo much fatis 
fition will not ariſe; 'Tis the Wiſe 
man's oblervation, 1he ſlot hful man 
roſteth not that which he took in 
hunting, and therefore it cannot be 
very grateful to him; but (addeth 
Prov. 12. 27. he) the ſubſtance of a diligent man i! 
pretions; that 1s, what a man com-: 


paſſeth by honeſt induſtry, that he 
| i 


is very ſound and pleaſant z accor- - 


a man getteth wealth by fraud or} ſo 


w 


la 


merely by chance, as there is no| 
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. 1s apt highly to prize; he trium- 


pheth in it, and (in St. Pazl's fenfe 1 Cer. g. 15. 
maocently) boaſteth of it; he teel- 
&h a ſolid pleaſure, and a pure 
complacency therein; the manner 
of getting it doth more pleaſe him, 
than the thing it ſelf; as true Hun- 
ters do love the ſport more than 
the quarry, and generous Warriours 
more rejoice in the victory, than in Ii ore 


the ſpoil ; for our ſoul (as St. Chry- gt v4 


| ſoſtome diſcourſeth) is mere affeited Varig &y ea- 


with thoſe things, for which it hath## did TeTo 


* Toes «54- 


| laboured ; for which reaſon (addeth fey ape7y | 


he) God hath mixt labors with ver- bx wget av] 


* X . TawTlIu Bars- 
tne at ſel 'f, that he might endear it to av. Chryt. 
us. Yea farther, in Joh. Orar, 


5. The very excrciſe of induſtry 5% 
immediately in it felf 1s delighttul, 
and hath an innate ſatisfaction, 
which - tempereth all annoyances, 
and even 1ingratiateth the pains go- 
ing with it. 

The very ſettlement of our mind 
on fit objefts, or its acquieſcence 


- 1n determinate ation, conducing 


to a good end, whereby we are 
D 4 freed 
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Prov, 14 23. 


treed of doubt, diſtrattion, and fa- 
{t1diousliſtleſneſs, doth miniſter con- 
tent. 

The reflexion upon our having 
embraced a wiſe choice, our pro- 
ceeding in a fair way, our being in 
chace of a good purpoſe, doth breed 
complacence. 

To conſider that we are ſpending 
our time accomptably, and impro- 
ving our talents to good advantage 
(to the ſervice of God, the benefit 


of our neighbour, the bettering of | 


our own ſtate) is very ckearing and 
comfortable. 

And whereas Ir all labour (as the 
IWiſe-man telleth us ) there 1s profit, 
the forclight of that profit affordeth 
pleaſure, the foretaiting the good 
fruits of our induſtry 1s very delict- 
OUs, 

Hope indeed doth ever wait on 
induſtry ; and what is more delight- 
ful than hope? this 1s the incen- 
tive, the ſupport, the condiment of 
all honeſt Jabour ; in virtue where- 
of the Husbandman toileth, the 
Mer- 


He avu aA” mu © P®@ww © 


as as ok A a us 2 ac acme wir aw >” 
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Merchant trudgeth, the Scholar 1 Cor. g. 10. 

ploddeth, the Souldier darcth with Prarie aro 
alacrity and courage, not refenting rus fjem ſegetis 
any pains, not regarding any ha- « /abwe meti- 
zards, which attend their underta- By. _ Aug. 
kings: this the holy Apoſtles tell us Rom. 12. 12. 
did enable them with joy to ſuſtain 5 *. 

all their painful work, and hazar- 1 Tim. : 19. 

dous wartare ; injoyning us allo as 2-75: 
to work with "fear  {o to rejoice in 1 Joh 3 3 3. 
hope. 

In fine, Induſtry doth free us 
from great diſpleaſure, by redeem- 
ing us from the moleſtations of 
1dleneſs, which 1s the moſt tedious orio qui ref: 
and irkſome thing in the World ; 7 "pts > 
racking our ſoul with anxious ſuf- ori in ors 
pence, and perplexing diſtraction z «nimis nit 
ſtarving it for want of ſatisfaCtory {yi 4c. En- 
ertertainment, or cauſing 1t to teed nius apud A- 
on its own heart by doleful conſi-5" 25-10: 
derations; infeſting it with crowds 
of frivolous, melancholick, trouble- 
ſome, ſtinging thoughts; galling it 
with a ſcnſe of our {quandring a- 
way pretious time, of onr {lipping 
fair opportunitics, of our not _ 
the 


Tit. 2, 13.) 


*% 


— 
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the abilities and advantages granted m 
us, to any profit or fruit: whence n: 
Ke? #1 ani- St. Chryſoſtome (aith very truly, that is 


rope we"T there xs nothing more unpleaſant, more # 
dy dyvewre : = 
3». yo: painful, more miſerable, than a man 


_ WOK: that hath nothing to doe, Is not thit\ d 
Rare (faith he) worſe than ten thouſand | þ 


TERALTYpgTt- : | 

ev; weir © chains, to hang in &. 5 and be con-' E 
Mag TUTO @:* PO". . 

Feats, «. finually gaping, looking on thoſe who 

uiSe 8 xe- are preſent £ Indced the ſtricteſt im- 


x 
| _ [ 
yo priſonment is far more tglerable,  t 
5y023; x29. than being under reſtraint by a lazy | 1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


wer, 5e2rre humour trom profitable employ- 
re; Cry, Ment z this enchaineth a man, hand 
m At. 0r. 35. and foot, with more than 1ron fet- 
ters; this 1s beyond any impriſon- 
Otium eſt vi- ment, it 1s the very entombent of | 
vi hominis ſe- 2 man, quite in cffe& ſequeſtring 
pulturg. | . 
him from the World, or debarring 
him from any valuable concerns 
therein. And it liberty be eZvaz 
au TIME MN, a power of doing what 
one liketh beſt, then is he, who by 
his {loth is diſabled from doing any 
thing, wherein he can find any rea- 
{onable ſatisfaftion, the verieſt (lave 
that can be; from which flavery 
induſtry 
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mdaſtry freeing us, and diſpoſing 
vs to perform cheartully whatever 
is convenient, thereby doeth us a 
great pleaſure. Farther, 

6, Let us confider, that induſtry 
doth afford a laſting comfort, de- 
polited in the memory and conſci- 


' ence of him that practiſeth it. Tt 


will ever upon his reviewing the 
paſſages of his life, be ſweet to him 
to behold m them teſttmenies and 
monuments of his diligence; it will 
pleaſe him to conſider, that he hath 
lived to purpoſe, having done fome- 
what contiderable 5 that he hath 
made an advantageous ule of his 
time; that he hath well husbanded 
the talents committed to him; that 
he hath accomplithed (in ſome mea- 
ſure) the intents of God's bounty, 
and made ſome return for his ex- 
cellent gifts. What comfort indeed 
can any man have, yea how ſore 
remorſe muſt he feel in reflecting 
upon a life ſpent in unfruntul ard 
unprofitable idleneſs? How can he 
otherwiſe than bewail his R_ 
alc- 
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Diu fiit, mn baſeneſs in having lived ( (or rather the 


diu vixit. 


Matr. 25. 25. 


having onely been) in vain; as the a 
ſhadow and appearance of p man; 
in having Javithed his days, in ha- 
ving buried his talents, in having 
imbezilled his faculties of nature, 


and his advantages from provi-| 
dence; 1n having defeated the good | 


will of God, and endeavoured no 
requital to the munificent goodneſs 
of his Maker, of his Preſerver, his 
benign Lord and Maſter, his grati- 
ous Saviour . and Redeemer ? How 
without confuſion, can he in his 
mind revolve, that he hath no-wile 


—_— 


WI 
ht 


ac 


CO 


benefited the World, and profited ' 


his neighbour, or obliged his friends, 


or rendred to his Country, (to the | 
ſociety, or community of which he 
1s a member) amends for all the 


ſafety and quict, the ſupport, the 
convenience, and the pleaſure he 
hath enjoyed under its protection, 
and in its boſome ; that he hath not 
born a competent ſhare in the com- 
mon burthens, or paid a due con- 
tribution of his care and labour to 
the 


— 
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ther 
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the publick welfare ; how can ſuch 
2 man look inward upon himſelf 
with a favourable eye, or pardon 
himſelf for ſo loathſome defaults ? 

7. Let us conſider, that induſtry 
doth argue a generous and ingenuous 
complexion of ſoul. 

It implieth a mind not content 
with mean and vulgar things ({uch 
25 nature dealeth to all, or fortune 
ſcattereth about) but aſpiring to 
things of high worth, and purſuing 
them in a brave way, with adventu- 
rous courage, by its own forces, 
through ditficultics and obſtacles. 

It fignifieth in a man a heart, not 
enduring to owe the ſuſtenance or 
convenience of his life to the labour 
or the liberality of others; to pul- 
ter a livelyhood from the World 
to reap the benefit of other mens 
care and toil, without rendring a 
tull compenſation, or out-doing his 
private obligations by conſiderable 
lwrvice and beneficence to the pub- 
lic &. 


A noble 


— 
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A noble heart will diſdain to ſyb»| cl 
fiſt like a drone upon the hony ga Ja 
thered by others labour ; like a ver- Bs 
mine to filtch its food out of the 72 
publick granary ; or like a ſhark to 9 
prey on the lefler try ; but will, ong| ©* 
way or other earn his ſubſiſtence; | 7%: 
for he that dath not earn, can hard- ſuf 
ly own his bread, as St. Pal im-! #* 

2 Theff. 3. 12. plicth, when he ſaith, Then that are 

Toy davrar (ch, we command and exhort by ow #0 
hy Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quiet- hi 
neſs they work, and eat their onn da 

bread. } cy 

Of this generous ingenuity we © 

have a notable inſtance in that, 

x Cor. 9. 15. great Apoſtle himſelf, which he © 
doth often repreſent as a pattern to | /* 
us, profeiling much complacence 
therein; He with all right and rea- 

2 Thefl- 3-8. {on might have challenged a com- // 

1 Theff >. 6. fortable ſubliſtence from his Diſci- | * 
ples, in recampence for the incom- | 9 

parable benefits he did confer on | 
them, and of the exceſlive pains | * 
he did endure for their good 3 this T 
he knew well, bur yer did rather 5 
chuſe 


# 


: 


| 0 Induſtry in general. 59 


;þ.| chuſe to ſupport himſelf by his own 
2 labour, than any-wiſe to ſeem bur- 
x. thenſome or troubleſome to them z 
he Theſe hands (ſaid he) have miniſtred AA. 20. 34, 
to to my neceſſuties, and to them that LEA 
ne] are with me; 1 have ſhewed you all 2 Theſl. 3. 8. 
>, | things, that ſo labouring ye ought to" <4 12+ 


| 2 Cor. 11. 9. 
4.| ſupport the weak, and to remember 2 Cox. 11. _. 


1. | the words of our Lord Jeſus, how he 
»» ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give thax 
jy toreceive. This was the practice of 
;. him, who was iz labours moſt abun- 
n, 4dant; and ſuch 1s the gerins of eve- 
ry man, who upon principles of 
e Conſcience, reaſon and honour, 15 
t, induſtrious. Of him it may be ſaid, 
e as of Solomon's good Houlewite, She pry. 31. r, 
q| ſeeketh wool and flax, and worketh 14, 37- 
| willingly with her hands: ſhe is like 
. | the merchants ſhip, ſhe bringeth her 
. food from afar; ſhe looketh well to 
her houſehold, and eateth not the bread 
. | of idleneſ5 
|| Sloth is a baſe quality, the argu- 
. | ment of a mind wretchedly degene- 
, Tate and mean; which 1s content to 
grovel in a deſpicable ſtate; which 
aimeth 
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Semper te Dia- 
bolus imveniat 
occuparium, 


V.CUP. 7. 


aimeth at no worthy thing, not) ha 
purſueth any thing in a laudable hi 
way ; which diſpoleth a man to liv, g6 
gratis {precariouſly) an ingrateful. th 
ly on the publick ſtock; as an in| 
ſignificant cypher among men, | #5 
a burthen of the Earth, as a wer le 
of any Society ; ſucking aliment| di 
from it, but yeilding no- benefit or! 
ornament thereto. 

8. Induſtry is a fence to inno-; 
cence and vertue; a bar to all kinds! 7a 
of ſin and vice; guarding the ave-' I 
nues of our heart, keeping off the| fit 
occaſions and temptations to viti- 10 
ous praftice. When a man is en-, M 
gaged in honeſt employment, and, 0 
ſeriouſly intent thereon, his mind ſu 
is -prepoſleſſed and filled, ſo that] Q! 
there 15 no room or vacancy tor ill! 
thoughts, or 'baſe deſigns to creep 
in; his ſenſes do not lie open to| '* 
enſnaring objes ; he wants leiſure, f V! 
and opportunity of granting audi-| 
ence to the ſolicitations of ſinful} © 
pleaſure z and is apt to anſwer them | 


Bera.form.bn.yyith oa ron vacats; the Devil can} 


hardly | 
| 
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hardly find advantage of tempting 
him, at leaſt many Devils cannot 
get acceſs to him; according to 
that obſervation in Caſſrar, A work- oerans 3- 


| ing Monk is aſſaulted by one Devil, »4cbus un Da- 


; K , [ 
but an idle one is ſpoiled by number- —_ 


leſs bad Spirits. The caſe of men or- numeric 2s 


 Cinarily 1s like to that of AEgyſthus _ 


Inftit. 10. 23- 
-==ue mt ageretur, amavit, On, de Re- 


rather than doe nothing, he was 
ready to do ill z he not having bu- 
lineſs to employ his thoughts, wan- 
ton deſires did infinuate themſelves 
into his heart, and tranſported him 
to that diſaſtrous wickedneſs, which 
ſupplied matter to ſo many trage- 
dies: And the like inſtance the 9a- 
cred Hiſtory ({uggeſteth in King Das 2 San. it. 2 
vid, who walking ('tis {aid) or the 
roof of his houſe, his mind then ro- 
ving, and being untacked from ho- 
neſt cares, that temptation ſeifed 
on him, whereby he was plunged 
into that woful miſdemeanour, 
which did create to him ſo much 
E ſorrow, 
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ſorrow, did make ſuch a ſpot in his 


life, and leave ſuch a blur on his 
memory : whence yet we may draw 
fome benefit, taking it as a profita- 
ble document and warning, how 
idleneſs doth expoſe the beſt men to 
danger. 

{dlenefs is indeed the nurſery of 


fins, which as naturally grow up! 


therein as weeds in a negletted field, 
or inſets in a ſtanding puddle; 
Idleneſs teacheth much evil. It 18 the 
general trap, whereby every temp- 


ter aſlayeth to catch our ſoul; for | |; 


the mind being loofe from care, S 
tan is ready to ſtep in with his ſug- 
geſtions, the World preſenteth 1ts 
allurements, fleſhly defires rife up; 
proud, froward, wanton cogittatrons 
flip in; ill company doth entice, 1li 


example 15 regarded, every temp!a- 


tron doth obje&t and impreſs it (lt | 


with great advantage and force; 


fm men in fuch a caſe being 
Intendes animum indir, & 2pt to elofe and comply 


rebus honeſtis, 
In ix##i vel amirt vigil toy- with ternprationg cven 0 

aber c-—, 
Hor. Ep. þ 2r 


divert their mind, and en- 


tertail | 
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certain themſelves, to cure their liſt- 
ſeſneſs, to pals their time 3 commit- 
ting fin, ſor want of better occupa- 
tion. Henee in places, where there 
is leaſt work, the worl{t fins do moſt 
prevail z and idleneſs therefore was 
by the Prophet reckoned one of the 
*| three great ſins of Sodom, parents of 
i the relt, Behold (faith Ezekiel) this 
' was the iniquity of thy Siſter Sodom ; 
pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance 
of idleneſs was in her : Hence it fel- 
dom doth happen in any way of 
life, that a ſluggard and a rakel do 
not go together, or that he who 15s 
idle 15 not alfo diflolute. 

9. Particularly induſtry doth pre- 
' | rent the (ins of vain curioſity, prag- 
; | maticalnefs , tronblefome 1mpert1- 
' | nency, and the like peſts of com- 
; mon life z into which perfons not 
'| diligemtly following their own butt- 
7| nefs, will affuredly fall We hear 
(fairh St. Pan! to the Theſſalonians ) 


— 


you diſorderly, working not at all, but 


E 2 they 
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Ezck. 16. 49% 


2 Thefl. 3.11. 
Mud'4y egy 2- 


Corufors, ae 
that there are ſome, who walk among <eaagyaZoui- 


rc, Working 


4 % . .nathing, but 
 ars buſce=bodies . ers no wonder, IT over-working., 
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they did not work at all, that they 


ſhould walk diſorderly ;, or that quite 
neglecting their own concerns, they 
ſhould awezerpateory, over-work, Of 
be too bulic in matters not belong- 
ing to them, 1intruding themlelves 
into the affairs of their neighbours; 
for there is a natural connexion be- 


tween theſe things; fince every 
man muſt be thinking, muſt be do- 
ing, muſt be ſaying ſomewhat, to 
ſpend his leiſure, to uphold conver 
ſation, to pleaſe himſelf and gratite 
others, to appear ſome-boudy among| 
his companions; to avoid the ſhame 
of being quite out of employment; 
wheretore not having the heart to 
mind his own affairs, he will tak 
the boldneſs to meddle with the cor- 
cerns of other men; It he canndl 
have the ſubſtance, he will ſet uy 
an Idol of buſineſs, and ſeem ver 
active 1n his impertinency. In ot 
der thereto being curioutly inquil 
tive, and prying into the diſcourk 
ations and affairs of all men, Thr 
men arc apt to doe in their own de) 
rence: 


: 
: 


18 | 
ſj 
[: 
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| fence and beſides, 1dleneſs doth 


put men into a looſe, gariſh, wan-" 
ton humour, diſpoſing them with- 
out heed or regard to meddle with 
any thing, to prattle at any rate. 
In fine, whoever hath no work at 
home, will be gadding to ſeek en- 
tertainments abroad, like thoſe gol- 
lips of whom St. Paul ſaith, They 1 Tim. 5. 2 
learn fo be idle, wandring about from 
houſe to houſe; and not onely idle, 
but tatlers alſo, and buſie bodies, 
ſpeaking things , which they onght not. 
If indeed we conſider all the frivo- 
lous and petulant diſcourſe, the im- 
pertinent chattings, the raſh cen- 
{ures, the ſpiteful detraftions which 
are ſo rife in the world, and ſo 
much poiſon all converſation, we 
ſhall find the main root of them to 


| be a want of induſtry in men, or of 


diligent attendance on their own 
matters: which would ſo much take 
up their ſpirit and time, that they 
would have little heart or leaſure to 
ſearch into or comment upon other 
mens acions and concerns. 

E 2 10. Let 
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10. Let us conlider that induſtry 
15 needful in every condition and 
ſtation, in every calling and way 
of lite, 1n all relations, for our good 
behaviour, and right diſcharge of 
our duty in them. Without it we 
cannot n any ſtate act decently, ar 
uſefully, either to the benefit and 
ſatisfaction of others, or to our own 
advantage and comfort. 

Are we rich? then 1s induſtry 
requiſite for keeping and ſecuring 
our wealth, for managing it wiſely, 
for employing it to its proper uſes, 
and beſt advantages; (in the {crvice 
of God, in beneficence to our neighy 
bour, in advancing publick good) 
ſo that we may render a gopd ac: 
campt to him, who hath entruſted 
us with the ſtewardſhip thereof; 


Induſtry is very needful to guard ' 


ps from the temptations and mif- 
chiefs to which wealth doth expoſe 
us, that it do not prove a treache- 
rous ſnare, an unwieldy burthen, a 
deſtruftive poiſon and plagye to us, 
throwing us into pride and vanity, 

, int 
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7 into luxury, into ſtupidity, into di- 


ſtraſting fſolicitude, into a baſe 


' worldly and earthly temper of heart, 


"I — - Lac & | 


into a profane oblivion of God, and 


of our own fouls. 


Are we in conſpicuous rank of 
dignity, or in honour and repute a- 
mong men? then 1s induſtry requt- 
ſite to keep us faſt in that ſtate, to 
hold us trom tumbling from that 
pinnacle down into extreme dit> 
gracez for then all eyes are upon 
us, ſtrily obſerving what we doe, 
and ready to paſs cenfure on our 
actions; ſo that great diligence 1s 
neceflary to approve our ſelves, and 


ſhun obloquy. Nothing is mare /itrea fame, 


brittle than honour, every little 


thing hitting on it, is able to break Ec. 12. 1, 


it, and therefore without exceeding 


, Care we cannot preſerve it; No- 


thing 1s more variable or fickle than 
the opinions of men (wherein ho- 
nour conſiſteth) it 3s therefore nd 
cafe matter to fix, or detain them in 
the ſame place. 


E 4 Honoup 
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Honour cannot live without food, 
or fewel; it muſt be nouriſhed by 
worthy actions; without a conti- 
nual ſupply of them, it will decay, 
languiſh, and pine away: Induſtry 
therefore is required to keep it; 
and no leſs is neceflary to uſe it 
well, in a due ſubordination to God's 
honour, 'and reference to his ſervice; 


that inſtead of an ornament and | 


convenience, it do not prove a bane- 
ful miſchief to us; pufting up our 
minds with vain conceits and com- 
placencies, inclining us to arrogance 
and contempt of others, tempting 
us by afluming to our ſelves to rob 
God of his due glory; to decline 
which evils great care 15 requiſite; 
we mult have a ſteady balaſt, and 
we mult hold the rudder warily, 
when we carry ſo great ſail. 

On the other hand, are we poor, 
and low in the worlds or do we 
lie under diſgrace? then do we 
much need induſtry to ſhun extre- 
mities of want and ignominy z that 


we þe not ſwallowed up, and o- 
 yerwhelmed 


— 


— 
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yerwhelmed by need or contempt ; 
to ſupport us under our prellures, 
- to, keep up our ſpirits from dejeCti- 
7, on and di{conlolatenels; to prelerve 
y, us from umpious diſcontentedneſs 
:| and impatience: Induſtry 1s the 
t| onely remedy of that condition, 
$ 
| 


enabling us to get out of it, retrie- 
ving a competence of wealth or 
credit; or diſpoſing us to bear it 
handſomely, and with comfort ; ſo 
as not to become forelora or abject 
wretches. 

It is fo needful to every condi- 
tion; and it is ſo for all vocations ; 
for, 

Is a man a Governour, or a Su- 
; periour in any capacity ? then what 

is he, but a publick ſervant, doom- 

ed to continual labour, hired for the 
wages of reſpect and pomp to walt 
| on his people; in providing for- 
their needs, proteCting their ſafety, 
preſerving their peace and welfare? 
where is he but on a ſtage, wherc- 
on he cannot well act his part, 
 withaunt vigilant attendance to his 
| charge, 


charge, and conſtant aCtivity in 
performing all the functions there. 
of? He is engaged in great obliga- 
tions and neceſlitzes of uling ex- 
treme diligence; both in regard to 
himſelf, and others. Homer's de- 
ſcription of a Prince is a good one; 
one who hath much people, and many 
cares committed to him ; 


"N 2goi 7 Em TTegpany, @ Troy 
peumds. 

He muſt watchfully look to his own 
ſteps, who 1s to guide others by his 
authority, and hisexample, All his 
ations require ſpecial conduct, not 
onely his own credit and intereſt, 
but the common welfare depending 
thereon. He muſt heedfully adviſe 
what to doe, he mult diligently 
execute what he reſolveth on, He 


. hath the moſt tickliſh things that 


can be (the rights and intereſts, 
the opinions and humours of men) 
to manage. He hath lis own at- 
fetions to curb and guide, that 
they be not perverted Ge any fint- 


ſter 
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ſter reſpets, not ſwayed by any 
unjuſt paxtiality, not corrupted by 
” flattery or fear. He will find, that 
" to wield power jnnocently, to bran- 
diſh the {word of juſtice diſcreetly 
and worthily, for the maintenance 
of right, and encouragement of ver- 
tue, for the ſuppreſſion of injury, 
and correction of vice is a matter of 
no {mall $kill, or {light care. 
Induſtry is indeed a quality moſt 
proper tor perſons of high rank and 
dignity, -or of great power and au- 
thority ; who have ſpecial opportu- 
nities to employ it 1n weighty at- 
fairs to great advantage; whoſe un- 
dertakings being of vaſt moment 
| do need anfwerable efforts to move 
and- guide them : The induſtry of 
a Mechanick, or a Ruſtick, acting 
in a low and narrow ſphere can et- 
fect no great matter, and therefore 
it {elf necd not to be great ; but the 
induſtry of a Prince, of a Noble- 
man, of a Gentleman may have a 
large and potent tnfluence, ſo as ta 
render a Nation, a County, a Town 


RaPPFs 


riſhing in peace, 1n plenty, 1n ver- 
tue ;z it therefore for atchieving ſuch 
purpoſes need be, and ſhould be 
proportionably great; a ſmall power 
not being able to move a great 
weight, nor a weak cauſe to pro- 
duce a mighty effe&, Wherefore 
Cicero recommending Pompey for a 
publick charge, doth reckon theſe 
to be the Imperatorie VIr- 

Labor in negotio, forti- types, qualities befitting a 


tudo» in periculis, induſtiria , 
in ir celerites in con- Prince Or General, where: 


ficiends, conſilium in provi- 1n he did excell, labour m | 


dendo, fyc. Cic. pro lege 


| 


Manil. buſineſs, valour in dangers, 


induſtry in ating, nimble- 

reſs in performance, counſel in provi- 

ding. —And Alexander the Great, 
reflefting on his friends degenera- 

ting into ſloth and luxu- 

Avwuncrerly r73 Tgu- ry, told them, that it was 


youu. Plur, in Alex. pag. 


2262. uriate, and a moſt royal | 


thing to labour. 


And for thoſe who move in 2 


lower orb of ſubje&ion or ſervice, 


I need not ſhew how needful in- | 


duſtry | 
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oy duſtry is for them : who knoweth 


not that to be a good ſubje&t, doth 
exact a careful regard to the com- 
mands of ſuperiours, and a painful 
diligence 1n oblerving them ? that 
to make a good ſervant fidelity and 
diligence mtift concur ; whereof the 
firſt dovhy ſuppoſe the laſt, it being 
a part of Honeſty in a ſervant to be 
diligent ; whence IvAs mnt E 0x- 


me, O thou wicked and, flothful ſer- Mar. 25. 26. 


vant, were in the Goſpel well cou- 
pled; and the firſt epithet was 
grounded on the ſecond, he being 


; therefore wicked , becauſe he had 


been ſlothful. 
Neither can a man be a true 


friend, or a good neigbbour, or 


any-wiſe a good relative, without 
induſtry diſpoſing him to undergo 
pains, in performing good offices, 
when-ever need doth require, or 
occation invite. 

In fine, it is palpable, that there 
1$ NO calling of any ſort, from the 
ſceptre to the ſpade, the manage- 
ment whercof with any good ſuc- 
ccls, 
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ceſs, any credit, any farisfaCtion 
doth not demand much work of the 
head; or of the hand, or of both. "I 

If wit or wiſedom be the head, if 
honeſty be the heart, induſtry is 
the right hand of every vocation; 
without which the ſhrewdeſt inſight, 
and the beſt intention can execute 
nothing. 

A fluggard is qualified for no of- | 
fice, no calling, no ſtation among | 
menz he 15 a mere no-bodyz ta- |. 
king up room, peltering and clogs | 


or 
» © 
— 


ging the World. - 
11. It allo may deferve our con- | kk 


ſfideration, that it is induſtry, wheres  _. 
to the publick ſtate of the World, _ 
and of cach Commonweal therein Fl 
is indebted tor its being, in all con- | ,, 
oy ne rY | t 
veniencies and embelliſhments be- 
longing to lite, advanced above rude *',, 
and tordid barbariſmz yea whereto '. (- 
1: C 
mankind doth owe all that good | |, 
learning, that morality, thoſe im- 
provements of ſoul, which clevate | , 
us beyond brutes. 


To | 
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To induſtrious ſtudy is to be a- 
cribed the invention and perfeftion 
of all thoſe arts, whereby humane 
life is civilized, and the World cul- 
tvated with numberlets accommo- 
, | ations, ornaments and beauties, 

- | All the comely, the ſtately, the 
2 | pleaſant, and uſeful works, which 
* | ve do view with delight, or enjoy 
. | with comfort, induſtry did contrive 
| | them, induſtry did frame them. 
' | Induſtry reared thoſe magnificent 
' | Fabricks, and thole commodious 
| houſes; it formed thofe goodly 

Pictures and Statues; it raiſed thoſe 
convenient Cauſeways, thoſe Brid- 

gs, thoſe Aqueductsz; it planted 
thoſe fine Gardens with various 

Flowers and Fruitsz it cloathed 
| thoſe pleaſant Fields with Corn and 

Graſs z it built thoſe Ships, . where- 
| by we plow the Seas, reaping the 

Commodities of toreign Regions. 
| It hath ſubjected all Creatures to 

our Command and Service, ena- 
| bling us to fubdue the fierceſt, 
{ to catch the wildeſt, to render the 
gentler 


if 
15 
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gentler ſort moſt trattable, and uſe-| f 
tul to us. It taught us from the, tt 
wool of the ſheep, trom the hair of ! 
the goat, from the labours of the, v 
ſilk-worm to weave us cloaths, to} it 
keep us warm, to make us fine and tl 
o1y. It helped us from the inmoſt | li 
bowels of the Earth to fetch divers | it 
needful tools and utenf1ls, Cl 
It collected mankind into Cities, | ta 
and compacted them into orderly | tt: 
Societies, and deviſed wholfſome | by 
Laws, under ſhelter whereof we | 
enjoy latcty and peace, wealth and 
plenty, mutual ſuccour and defence, Pl 
{weet converſation and þeneficial Et 


commerce. , d& 

Ut varias nuſus meditando cx- It by meditation did li 

tunderet artes invent all thoſe ſciences, | di 
Paulatim, Oc whereby our minds are 


Virg. Georz. 1, th 
> inriched and enabled, ovr | by 


manners are refined and poliſhed, | 
our curiohty is fatisficd, our life | tu 
15 benchted. | W 

What is there, which we admire, | 
or wherein we delight, that pleaſeth {0 
our mind, or gratifieth our ſenſe, | 
for | 


4 
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tor the which we. are not beholden 
to induſtry ? 

Doth any Countrey flouriſh in 
wealth, in grandeur, in proſperity ? 
it muſt be imputed to induſtry, to 
the induſtry of its Goyernours ſet- 
ling good order, to the induſtry of 
its People following profitable oc- 
cupations: ſo did Cato, in that no- 


table Oration of his in Salluſt, tell Cato apud Sall, 
the Roman Senate, that .it was not in #ello Caril. 


by the force of their Arms, but by 
the induſtry of their Anceſtors that 
Commonwealth did ariſe to ſuch a 
pitch of greatneſs. When floth creep- 
eth in, then all things. corrupt and 
decay z then the publick ſtate doth 
link into diſorder, penury, and a 
diſgraceful condition, 

12. Induſtry is commended to us 
by all ſorts of examples, deſerving, 
our regard and imitation. All na- 
ture is a copy thereof, and the, _ 
whole World a glaſs, wherein we 


, | may behold this duty repreſented 


1 4 (0 Us. 
, | 
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We may eaſily obſerve every 
creature about us inceſlantly work- 
ins toward the end for which it 
was defigned, mdefatigably exerci- 
ſing the powers, with which it 1s 
endewed ; diligently obſerving the 
Laws of its creation. Even Beings 
void of reaſon, of ſenſe, of life it 
ſelf do ſuggeſt unto us reſemblances 
of induſtry ; they being ſet in con- 
tinual action toward the effetting 
reaſonable purpoſes, conducing to 
the preſervation of their own' be- + : 
ings, or to the furtherance of com- 1 
mon good. 

The Heavens do roll about with 
unwearied motron 5 the Sun and 
Stars do perpetually dart their 1n- | 
fluences ; the Earth 1s ever labour- | 
ing 1n the birth and nouriſhment of 
plants; the plants are drawing ap, 
and ſprouting out fruits, and ſeeds 
(to feed us, and propagate them- | | 
felves;) the rivers are running, the | | 
feas are toſſing , -the winds are blu- 


—_—Cf i mos Toa eo is aa im ocowo 


«As 
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ſtring to keep the elements ſweet, in 
which we live, 
"mu Solomon 
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Solomon lendeth us to the ant, and 


biddeth us to conſider her ways (which Prov. 6. 6. 


provideth her meat in the ſummer, 
and gathereth her food in the harveſt ) 
many ſuch inſtructours we may find 
in nature; the like induſtrious pro- 
vidence we may obſerve in every 
living creature; we may lee this 
running about, that ſwimming, ano- 
ther flying in purveyance of its tood 
and ſupport. 

It we look up higher to rational 
and intelligent natures, {tl more 
noble and appoſite patterns do obje&t 
themſelves to us. 

Here below every field, every 
ſhop, every ſtreet, the hall, the ex- 
change, the court it ſelf (aJl full of 
buſineſs, and fraught with the fruits 
of induſtry) do mind us how ne- 
cellary indultry is to us. 

If we conſult Hiſtory, we {ball 
there find, that the belt men have 
been moſt induſtrious z that all 
great perſons, renowned for hero 
cal goodneſs (the worthy Patriarchs, 
the holy Prophets, the bletled Apo- 

F. 2 ſtles) 
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ſiles ) were tor rus moſt cou:men- 


dable, that neglecting their private | 


cate, they did undertake dificult en- 


terprizes, they did under, painful | 


labours for the benetit of mankind; 
they did pals their days, like Saint 
2 Cor. 11. 27» Paul, ey xgmus C py ors, in labours, 
and toilſome pains tor thoſe purpo- 
{es. 
Our . great example, the lite of 
our Blelled Lord himſelf, what was 
it but one continual excerciſe of la- 


bour ? his mind «(id ever ſtand bent ' 


im careful attention, ſtudying to 
Atts 10. do good; his body was ever mo- 
ving in weariſome travel to the 
{ame divine intent. 

It we yet foar farther in our me- 
ditation to the ſuperiour regions, 
we ſhall there find the bleſſed inha- 
bitants of Heaven, the courtiers and 


CO ——— 


minitters of God, very bulie and , 
active; They do vigitlantly wait on 


God's Throne, in readineſs to re- 
ceive and to difpatch his con- 
mands; they are ever on the wang 
and tiy about lixe lightning to 

his 


— 
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his pleaſure. They are attentive to Z< I's Devo 
AVE;t1TI Aa- 
our needs, and ever ready to pro- 


Br 


--— —— — ——— 


EiFaCly TOAL- 
tet, to aſliſt, to relieve us; clpc- poxvu "Ay- 

| | cially they are diligent guardians 79% OPh- 

| and fuccourers of good men ; offt- re. 

| cious ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter 51. 11. 

, | for the heirs of ſalvation; ſo cyen M1. 14- 

the ſeat of perfect reſt is no place 

of 1dleneſs. 

Yea God himtlclf, although 1m- 

| | moveably and infinitely happy, is 

| yet immentlly careful, and everlaſt- 
ingly buſte; He reſted once from 

| that great work of creation, but 

' yet my Father (ſaith our Lord) Gen. 2. 
worketh ſtill; and he never will reſt 9%" 5- = 
trom his works of providence, and FROG. 3. 
of grace. His eyes continue watch- zech. 4. 10. 
ful over the World, and his hands © ©iron. 15.9. 
ſtretched out in upholding it. He 
hath a ſingular regard to every Crea- 9 tr bone wer 
ture, ſupplying the needs of each, mpters, qui 
and ſatisfying the deſires of all. norms m— 

l, rum tanquam 

falum cures, & fic omnes tanquam ſingulos, Aug. Corj. 4. 11, 


p32 
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Pſ. 145+-15,16. 
(Prov. 5. 21. 


IS. 3. 
Pſal. 34. 15. 
Gen. 31. 49- 
Jer. 31. 18.) 


And ſhall we alone be idle, while 
all things are fo buſie ? ſhall we keep 


our hands in our boſome, or ſtretch 


our ſelves on our beds of lazineſs, 
while all the World about us 15 hard 
at work , in purſuing the deſigns of 
its creation? ſhall we be wanting 
to our ſelves,: while ſo many things 
labour for our benefit? ſhall not 
ſuch a cloud of examples ſtir us to 
ſome induſtry ? not to comply with 
ſo univerſal a practice, to croſs all 
the World, to diſagree with every 
creature, 1S it not very monſtrous 
and extravagant ? 

I ſhould cloſe all this difcourſe 
with that, at which in pitching on 
this ſubject I chiefly did aim, an ap- 
plication exhortatory to our ſelves, 
urging the practice of this vertue 
by confiderations peculiar to us as 
Scholars, and derived from the na- 


ture of our calling ; but the doing | 


this, requiring- a larger diſcourſe, 
than the time now will allow, T1 
ſhall reſerve to another occaſion ; ad- 
ding onely one conlideration more. 


13. Laſtly, 


"v5 SyYWw 


| 
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13. Laſtly, It we conhder, we 
ſhall find the root and tource of all 
the inconveniences, the miſchicts, 
the wants, of which we are ſo apt 
to complain , to be our tloth ; and 
that there 15 hardly any of them, 
which commonly we might not 
calily prevent or remove by in- 
duſtry: Why is any man a beg- 
gar, why contemptible, why igno- 
rant, why vitious, why muerable ? 
why, but for this one reaſon, be- 
cauſe he is ſlothful 3 becauſe he will 
not labour to rid himſelf of thoſe 
evils? What could we want, if we 
would but take the pains to ſeek it, 
either by our induſtry, or by our 
devotion ? for where the firſt will 


not doe, the ſecond cannot tail, to 


procure any good thing from him, 


who giveth to all men liberally, and Jac. 1. 5. 


hath promiſed to ſupply the defect 
of our ability by his free bounty ; 
ſo that if we join theſe two indu- 
ſtries (induſtrious aCtion, and 1n- 
duſtrious prayer ) there 1s nothing 
in the world ſo good, or ſo great, 

F 4 of 
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of which, if we are capable, we may 
not afſuredly become maſters: And | 
even for induſtry it ſelf, eſpecially | 
in the performance ofall our duties 
toward God , let us induſtrioully 
Ainois Wg- Pray 3 Even ſo, The God of peace, 
«dow  fantifie us wholly ; and make us per- 
EI fe# in every good work to doe his will, 


INegoxegrt- 
1G» working 1 in us that which is well-ples 


__—__ | fing in his ſight; through our Bleſſed | 
Col. 4. 2. Saviour Je us C brift, to whone for ever 


J Ss - *3 be all glory and praiſe. Amen, 


| 


| 
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1| AS 


CHRISTIANS. 


Rom. XII. 1 
Tp envy wt 


Not ſlothful in buſineſs. 
£rnegh. 


| a is a very eminent ver- nfo 
tue, being an ingredient 

: the parent) of all other mak... 

of conſtant uſe upon all occaſions, 
| and having influence upon all our 
| affairs. 

For it is our nature framed; all 
our powers of foul and body be- 
ing fitted for it, tending to it, re- 
quiring 
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quiring it for their preſervation ant 
perfection. * 

We were deſigned for it 1n our fi} 
happy ſtate; and upon our lap: 
thence were farther doomed to it, 
as the ſole remedy of our needs and 
the inconveniences, to which we be 
came expoſed. For, 

Without it we cannot well ſi 
ſtain or ſecure our life in the enjoy- 


ment of any comtort or. convent-| att 
encez we mult work to earn ou| th 


food, our cloathing , our ſhelter; 
and to ſupply every indigency df 
accommodations, which our nature 
doth crave. 

To it God hath annexed the belt, 
and moſt deſirable rewards ; ſuccels 
to our undertakings, wealth, ho 
nour, wiſedom, vertue, ſalvation; 
all which as they flow from God's 


bounty, and depend on his blefling; | 


: 


: 


pr 


ſe 
«li 


ſo from them they are uſually con-, þ: 
veyed to us through our induſtry, | » 
as the ordinary chanel and inftri- | p 


ment of attaining them. 


It 


'N 
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It is requiſite to us even for pro- 
curing eaſe, and preventing a neceſ- 
fir fry of immoderate labour. 
ipk' It is in it (elf ſweet and fatis- 
it | faftory ; as freeing our mind from 
and] diſtraction , and wrecking urrefolu- 
b*-| tion; as feeding us with good hope, 
and yielding a fore-taſte of its good 
{w-| fruits. 

09-! It furniſheth us with courage to 
1-/ attempt , and reſolution to atchieve 
dur] things needful , worthy of us, and 
fr; woltable to Us, 
of It is attended with a good conſci- 
ure | ence, and chearful reflexions, of ha- 
ving well ſpent our time, and em- 
t, | ployed our talents to good advan- 
els | tage. 
| It ſweetneth our enjoyments, and 
n; | ſeaſoneth our attainments with a de- 
15 \*lightful reliſh. 
g;) It is the guard of innocence, and 
0- barreth out temptations to vice, to 
7, | wantonnefſs, to vain curiolity and 
i- | pragmaticalnefs. 
It argueth an ingenuous and ge- 
q nerous diſpoſition of foul; afpiring 
to 


and | 
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to worthy things, and purſuing 


them in the fairelt way ; diſdaining 41 
to enjoy the common benefits, |" 
the fruits of other mens labou! 
without deſerving them from the|" 
World, and requiting it tor them, 
It is neceſſary for every conds 
tion and ſtation, for every calling, 
for every relation no man without |* 
it being able to deport himſelf wel |". 
in any ſtate, to manage any bulineſz ih 
to diſcharge any ſort of duty. t 
To it the World is indebted for | * 


all the culture, which advanceth it x 


above rude and ſordid barbariſm; 0 
for whatever in common life ; v 


ſtately, or comely, or uſeful, indu- 
ſtry hath contrived it, induſtry hath ! 
compoſed and framed it. | 
It is recommended to us by all | 
ſorts of patterns conſiderable z tor 


all nature 1s continually buſic and , 
active in tendency toward its pro | , 
per deſigns; Heaven and Earth do 
work in unceſſant inotion ; Every 
living Creature is employed 1 in prog- 
ging for its ſuſtenance ; The bleſted 
Spirits 


! eneral Calling, as Chriſtians. $9 


— 


uing/Pirits are always on the wing in 
ning patching, (hc commands of God , 
"(4/0 miniſtring {uccour to us; God 
67) bimſelf is ever watchful, and ever 
th. | dafie in preferving the World, and 
providing for the needs of every 
nd; | ceature. 

The lives of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
of all the Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, the Saints in this re- 
(pet have been more exemplary ; 
no vertue being more conſpicuous 
fe | 10 their practice than induſtry in 
4 performing the hard duties, and 

- painful tasks impoſed on them tor 
the ſervice of God, and the benefit 

ot mankind. 
þ | Such is the vertue upon which 
[ have formerly di{courſed 1n gene- 
11 | fal and at Jarge, but ſhall now more 
x | {pecially conſider, according to 
d, i. Paul's preſcription, in reference 
to its moſt proper matter , buſineſs , 
| explaining and preſling it accord- 
ingly, 
Be not ſlothful in buſineſs (that 18 
n diſcharge of it) or to buſtneſs 
(that 


n 
0 
ſ 
| ; 
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; but not deſerving that name; rhee| i 


MNev& uſp 
xig/ © EY ap, 
$7 Kwuis Tey- 
To; 4Ticign)). 
Chryloit. Tom, 
$S. Orat. 64. 
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(that is to undertake it) this is the, " 
rule; the nature and needfulne6|dul 
whereof we ſhall declare. ind 

By arv9n ( buſeneſs) we may un-| inc 
deritand any object of our care| im} 
and endeavours which doth requir|ty, 
them, and may deſerve them] ant 
which by reaſon of its difficulty] we 
cannot well be accompliſhed or at-| 
tained without-them z and which is] bu 
productive of ſome fruit or recons| '0 
pence anſwerable to them; the| || 
which hath opere cauſam, a need | 0 
labour, and opere pretinm , fone (it 
efte& worth our pains, if it be not 6 
ſuch it is not a due matter of ver- $! 
tuous and laudable induſtry. la 

There are many things, about | ': 
which men with great earneſtnels| 0! 
employ themſelves, called buſinels,| 


are divers {pnrious kinds of indi) i 
ſtry, which may not” pretend to, C 
commendation, but rather do merit\ | 
blame; according to that of Saint | | 
Chryſoſtome, Labour which hath u l 
profit, cannot obtain any praiſe. 1 


There - 
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; the There 1s a wwroanudia, 2 vain 1n- 
Ineh|duſtry, and a xg-x;a7%d\i@, a naughty 
indaltry, both agreeing with genu- 
ws] ine vertuous induſtry 1n the act, as 
implying careful and painful aCtivi- 
ty, but diſcording from it in object 
and deſign; and conſequently in 


Care 


worth, and moral eſteem. 


Alind agere, to be impertinently 
buſie , doing that which conduceth 
to no good purpole, 1s in ſome re- 
(pett worle than to doe nothing, or 


tive abuſe of our facul- 
ties,and trifling with God's 
vifts; 'tis a throwing away 
labour and care, things 
valuable in themſelves; 'tts 
often a running out of the 
way, which is worſe than 
ſtanding ſtill ; 'r1s a deba- 
ling our reaton , and de- 
dining from our man- 
hood, nothing being more 
tooliſh or-cinIdith, than to 
be ſolicitous and ſerious 


about trifles ; for who arc 


| to forbear all action; for 'tis a po- 


"Axio 39 8/441 ornenire 
+ xeniarsÞor oil ods Us 
Tois Tgryors oyra moandng, 
» od + uy og nvw96Ad 
Torn %, adiagigus, + 3 
rex Tx of ovugrgpyraur 
x avei7Aay. Plut, de com- 
mun., not . f. 1946. 


End dluv % wrony Ta 
Sias tae naidior gabre- 
T& og, May naSoxty. Arift. 
Eth. 10. 6c 


'H &Þ pnesT; ard) 
uiurdiy pager. Plur, ibid. 
Vid. de glor,” Ach. p. 621» 
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Oi ard dCorrts &s Tolls MOTC buſie and active than 
yours, & Tots eredulers Children, who are fuller of 
EFOyTat KaTdYAaro Cat, 

Maj. apad Pluc. in Apoph. thoughts and deſigns, or 
more eager in proſecution 
of them than they ? bur all is abou 
ridiculous toys, the ſhadows of - 
fincſs, ſuggelted to them by apilh 
curiolity, and imitation. Of uch 
induſtry we may underſtand that of 
Eccles. 10. 15. the Preacher, The labour of the fooliſ 
wearieth every one of them; for that | 
a man ſoon will be weary of that 
tabour, which yieldeth no profit, or 
bencficial return. 

But there is another induſty| 
worle than that , when men are ve- | 
ry buſie in deviſing and compaſling} 
miſchiefs; an induſtry, whereof the 
Devil aitordeth a great inſtance; for 

Luk. 22.31, The curſed Fiend 1s very diligent, ever] 1 
watching for occations to ſupplant} t 

2 Cor. 2. 11. US, EVET plotting methods and means þ 
to doe harm, ever driving on his mil-| /; 

7 

0 

[7 

\ 
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chievous deſigns with unwearied aft 
Job 1.7. wVity ; going to and fro in the earth; run- 
ning about as a roaring Lion looking 
x Pet. 5. 8. for prev, and ſeeking whom he nay de- 
vour, And 
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| And his wicked brood are com- 


monly like him, being workers of den - 
mquty, ot mvnepi, painful men, ol Luk 


mpg, Men that will doe all Plal.s. 3. 


things; who will ſpare no pains, 
nor leave any ſtone unturned, for 
latisfying their luſts, and accom- 
pliſhing Their bad deſi 19ns. 

So indeed 1t is, that as no great 
go0d, ſo neither can any great mil- 
chief be efftefted without much 
pains; and if we confider- either 
the charaders or the practices of 
thoſe who have been famous mil- 


chief-uocrs, the pelts of mankind, Catiline, Me 


and diſtarbers of the World, we ſhall - 
£ iT, © 


find them to have been no tlug- 
cards, 

Theſe two forts of vain and bad 
induſtry the Prophet Jſay ſeemeth 


to deſcribe in thoſe words, They. 59. 5. 


hatch ceckatrice eggs, and weave the 


.| ſpiders web; of which expreliions 


one may denote miſchievous, the 
other trivolous diligence, 1n contri- 
vance or execution of naughty or 
vain deſigns; and to them both 
315 that 
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Hof, 8. 7. 


Ecclus. 34. 2. 


Prov. 22. 8. 
Hol. 10. 13. 


that of the Prophet 110/- + may be 
referred, They have ſowea the wind, 
and they ſhall r:ap the whirlwind ; 


guilt, remorſe ar.4 puniſhment” be- | 


ing the conſequences of both. And 
of them both common experience 
doth afford very trequent and ob 
vious inſtances, a great part of hw» 
mane life being taken up with them, 
For, 

How afliduouſly intent and eager 
may we obſerve men to be at ſports? 
how ſoon will they riſe to go fortl 
to them? with what conſtancy and 
patience will they toil 1n them al 


the day? how indefatigable are they 


in riding and running about atter a 
dog or a hawk, to catch a poor beaſ; 
or ſilly bird ? 

How long will men fit poring 


Ev»o/pxor 3 ON their games,. difpenſing with 


of piaoxvEo 


pPyxTE&s Nut 


! their food and ſep for it? 


gait; aol]o1 5 675) or, 1} nSovig nerf meeiars. Lib. Ordt. 31, 


How long and ſerious attention 


will men yield to a wanton play, 
how many hours will they con- 
e- tentedly 


_ 


= 


; 
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rn entedly fit thereat> What ſtudy 
j' will men employ on jeſts, and 1m- 

) | pertinent wit? how. earneſt will 
x | they be to ſatisfie their vain curio- 
nd liry ? 

How 1n ſuch caſes do men forget Ts 3 ore 
what they are doing, that ſport yr: (nie e 
ſhould be ſport, not work; to divert 
and relax us, not to employ and 
buſic us; to take off our minds a 
Ittle, not wholly to take them up ; 
not to exhauſt or tire our ſpirits, 
but to refreſh and chear them, thar 
they may become more fit for grave 
| and ferious occupations ? 

T! How painful will others be 2» 

bk bewing them out ciſterns , broken cs Jer. 2.13. 
L ſterns, that will hold no water: that 

Is, in tmmoderate purſuit of w oridly 
defigns? how ſtudiouſly will they 
plod, how reſtlc{sly will they trudge, 
| What carking and drudgery will they 
endure in driving on projets of atn- 
bition and avarice? what will not 
they gladly doe or ſufter to get a 
little proferment, or a little profit; 
't was a cominon praftice of old, 
& i an d 


p 
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Lia. 5. 11, 


'Erveigardy TUPE, or debauch others ? how activi 


me 6 did&- will ſome be in ſowing ſtrifes, ly 
a& 1 irate, 


move, 


Ts 


and ſure the World 1s not greatly 
mended fince the Pſalwmiſt did thus 
reflect, Swrely every man walketh in 
a vain ſhew, ſurely they are diſqu- 
eted in vain, He heapeth up richs, 
and cannot tell who ſhall gather then 

How many vigilant, and ſtout 
purſuers are there of ſenſuality, and 
riotous exceſs; ſuch as thoſe df 
whom the Prophet ſpeaketh , We 


unto them that riſe up early in th] - 


morning , that they may follow fire 
dr ink, that continue uztil night , til 
wine tnflaie them 

How bulie (O ſhame, O miley! 
how fiercely bulte) arc ſome in ac 
compliſhing deſigns of malice ant 
revenge 2 how intent are ſome 1 
over-reach, to circumvent, to ſup 
plant their neighbour ? how for 


pains will ſome take to ſeduce, ct 


'railing factions, 1n fomenting diſa 


woe tuſuox: ders in the World? how many 16 
ve ,7c. Chryl. 


«ry. h6. 


”*- duſtrious flaves hath the Devil, wi 
will ſpare no pains about any kin 


re EE I es ne 


of work, which he putteth them 
to? how many itke thole of whom 
the Wiſe-man laith, their feet run to 
evil, and are ſwift in running to miſ- 
chief; they jleep not except they have 
done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken 
away, unleſs ihey cauſe ſome to fall. 

Now with all thele Labourers we 
may well expoſtulate in the words 
of the Prophet; Wherefore do ye 
Jpend money for that which is. not 
bread, and your labonr for that which 
ſatisfieth not £ 

Such labours are unworthy of 
men, much leſs do they beleem 
Chriſtians. 

It becometh us not as rational 
Creatures to employ the excellent 
vifts of our nature, and noble ta- 
culties of our high-born ſoul, the 
torces of our mind, the advantages 
of our fortune, our pretious time, 
our very care and labour vainly or 
unprofitably, upon any thing bale 
or mean; being that our reaton 1s 
capable of atchicving great and wor- 
thy things, we much debale it by 
G 3 ſtooping 
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Ia. 55. 2. 


—— 
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ſtooping to regard toys, we do ex- 
tremely abuſe it by working mif- 
chief. 

Much more doth it misbecome 
us as Chriſtians (that 1s perſons de- 
vored to fo a high a calling, who 
have ſo worthy employments af- 

Epheſ. r. 18. figned to us, fo glorious hopes, ſo 
rich encouragements propoſed to us 
for our work) to ſpend our thoughts 


nent to our great deſign, or mainly 
thwarting, 1t. 


excluded). 1s true buſineſs; or thar 
which is incumbent on a man to 
doe, either in way of duty, being 
required by God ; or by- dictate of 
reaſon, as conducing to ſome good 
purpoſe; fo that in effe& 1t. will 
turn to accompt, and finally in ad- 
vantageous return will pay him for 
is labour of mind or body; that 
Eccles. 9. 19. which the - W. iſe -man did intend, 
when he adviſed, Whatever thy hand 
findeth to doe, doe it with all thy 
might ; 


and endeavours on things 1mpertt-- 


The proper matter and obj of | 
our induſtry (thoſe falſe ones being | 
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might ; whatever. thy hand findeth, 
that is, whatever by divine appoint- 
ment (by the command or provi- 
dence of God) or which upon rati- 
onal deliberation, doth occur- 85s 
matter of our aCttion z compri- 
zing every good purpoſe and rea- 
ſonable- undertakitig incident to us; 
But our buſineſs, according tothe 
holy Apoſt/e's intent, may be ſup 
poſed eſpecially to be the work of 
our calling; to which each man 
hath 'a peculiar obligation ; and 
which theretore 15 molt properly 
his buſineſs, or » azvJy empharical- 
ly, the buſmreſs alloted to him. ** 
Now this buſineſs, our calling, 15 
double ; our general calling, which 
is common to us all as Chriſtians ; 
and our particular calling, which 
peculiarly belongeth to us, as pla- 
ced ina certain ſtation, cither mm 
the Church or State. In both which 
vocations that we are much obliged 
and concerned to be induſtrious, 
ſhall be now my bulineſs to declare. 


G 4 I, As 
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"HR dre txers I. As to our general calling, 

Phal. 3. 14. : ae . 

Kale imeg. (LDAt ſublime, that heavenly, that 

»:G-.Heb.3.1. Poly, VOCation) 1n which by divine 

Aye xandts* grace, according to the Evagelical 

1 T1Mm. 1. 9. _ . 

(Eph. 1. 18. Iptpenſation, we are engaged, that 

2 Thel. 1.11.) neceſſarily requireth, and moſt high- 
ly.delerveth trom us a great mea- 
{are of induſtry; the nature and 


delfign of it requireth, the fruit and 


reſult, of it deſerveth our utmoſt di- | 


lIigence; all floth 1s inconſiſtent with 
diſcharging the duties, with enjoy- 
ing the hopes, with obtaining the 
benefits thereof, For, 

It 1s a ſtate of: continual , work, 
and-is expreſiced in terms importing 
abundant, inceſſant, intenſe care and 


pain; tor to, be- indeed Chriſtians, 


Phil. 212. We aut work out our ſalvation with 
Rom. 2.7. fear aud trembling ; We muſt by pa- 
tient  continyance in well-doing ſeek 
for glory and honour, and immortality. 
Col.1.10 We mult walk worthy of the Lord to 
all. well-pleaſing, being fruitful in e- 
7 Tim. 6. 18. ery good work ; We muſt be rich in 
Phil, 1.11. good works, and filled with the fruits 


f 
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of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt fo the praiſe and glory of God ; 
t | We are God's workmanſhip, created in 
e | (hriſt Jeſus unto good works , which (1 Joh. 15. s, 
| | God hath before ordained that we | my 
t | ſhould walk in them. ry —_ 
+ | We have a ſoul to fave, and are! The s. 5. 
. appointed &is WERATUNAY OWTNCARS , to 
make an acquiſt. of ſalvation. 
We have a mind to improve with 
vertue and wiledom , qualitying us 
| | for entrance into Heaven, for en- 
jpyment of God's favour, tor con- 
| verſation with Angels. 
| As Chriſtbans we are aflumed to r Theſl. 1.5. 
be ſervants of God, and re-admitted $9; 7:5: 
into his family, from which for our ph. 2. 19. 
diſloyalty we had been diſcarded ; 
lo that as he was our natural Lord, 
lo he is now ſuch alſo by ſpecial 
grace; whodid make us, who doth 
| maintain us, under whole protectt- 
on, and at whoſe diſpoſal we fub- 
liſt; whence we are obliged to be 
| faithfully. diiigent in his, {ervice; 
We muſt conſtantly wait upon him 
| in 


| 
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in devotional addrefles; we mul: 

carefully ſtudy to know his - plex 

Eph. $10. ſure; we muſt endeavour exadth 

Luke 11. 28, £0 perform his will, and obey his 

commands; we muſt ſtrive to ad- 

vance his glory, to promote his in- 

tereſt, to improve all talents and 

advantages committed to us for 

Mart. 25. 27. thoſe purpoſes; we muſt (as $t 

1 Cor. 15: 58 Paul expreſieth 1t) always abound in 
the work of the Lord. 

We muſt alſo look upon our 

Col. 3.25. ſelves as ſervants of Chriſt our Re 


8 he deemer; who by his bloud hath! 
- 6.20. ' purchaſed us to himſelf, that we 
Tit. 2. 14 might be zealons of good works ;, pet 
forming a ſervice to him, which 
confiſteth in a faithful diſcharge of 

manifold duties; and in purſuance 

of all vertue ; with moſt intent ap 

plication of mind, with expedite 
promptitude, with accurate circutt- 

2 Pet. r. s, fpection giving all diligence (3 
=Te/lu wa St, Peter ſpeaketh) in adding one 


olxerrs, Vertue to another; being ready ( 


= 3-1. St. Parl ſaith) to every good work; 
> nan and ſeeing that we walk circumſpeSly| 
Eph. 5. 15. of 


| 


by 


P- B—_ > =>) 
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or behave our ſelves exadtly accord- 
ing to the rules of duty 1n all our 
converſation. 

This fervice requireth of us affi- Col. 4. 2. 
duous attendance on works of piety FP: $18: 
and devotion ; that we do anceſſant- 1 Thell. 5. 17. 
ly watch to prayers, that we always ae 7 
give thanks, that we continually do xgh. 5. 20. 
offer up the ſacrifice of praiſe to Cl-3. 17. 

"1d. Heb. 13. 15. 

It demandeth from us a conti- 
nual laboxr of charity ;, that we ſerve 1 Theſl. 1. 3. 
one another 1n love; that we ſhould - 05 "__g 
as we have opportunity work good to Bunnberes 


: _ Gal. 6, 
al men g that we ſhould always pur 'Beſa Foush * 


4. ſue good toward one another, and to-; Thi, 5. 15. 


ch 
of 


ward all men. 

It obligeth us with all our pow- Rom. 12. 18 
ers, to purſue peace with all men, 4 _ 
(which conſidering our natural pee- 2 Tim. 2. 22. 
viſhneſs, pride, and perverſeneſs 1s 


often no caſie task) and that we 


| do anvil ay, ftudionſly endeavuonr to Eph. 4. 3. 


keep the unity of the ſpirit ww the bond 
of peace. | 


It 
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Jam. 1. 4. 


It chargeth on us contentedly 
and patiently to undergo whatever 
God doth promiſe oi  burthen or 
ſufferance, 1o that patience have. its 
perfe# work; and 1t 1s a crabbed 
work, to bend our ſtiff inclinations, 
to quell our refractory pathions, to 
make our ſturdy humour buckle 
thereto. 

It doth exa& that we ſhould go- 
vern and regulate according to ve- 
ry ſtrict and ſevere Laws all the 
faculties of our ſoul, all the mem- 


bers of our body, all internal mo- | 


tions, and all external aCtions pro- 


ceeding from us; that we ſhould | 


check our inclinations; curb our 
appetites, and compoſe our paſlions; 
that we ſhould guard our hearts 
from vain thoughts and bad delires; 
that we ſhould bridle our tongues 
from evil and from 1dle diſcourſes; 
that we ſhould order our ſteps in 
the ſtreight way of righteouſnels, 
not deflecting to the right hand or 
to the left. 


In : 


— 
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In the diſcharge of this ſervice 
how many rough difhculties are 
there to be ſurmounted, how ma- 
ny great obſtacles to be removed, 
how many ſtout oppoſitions to be 
encountred, how many potent ene- 
mics to be vanquiſhed , how many 
ſore hardſhips, croſſes and tribulat- 
ons to be endured ? 

How {ſhrewd a task muſt we find 
it to circumciſe our hearts, to mor- 
tite our earthly members, to cruci- 
he our fleſh with its aftections and 
laſts, to pall out our right eyes, and 
cut off our right hands, to renounce 
our worldly intereſts, to hate our 
neareſt relations, to take up, and 
bear our croſs ; whenever conſcience 
or duty ſhall call us thereto? 

Our calling therefore doth re- 
quire great induſtry ; and the buſi- 
neſs ot it conſequently is well repre- 
lented by thofe performances, which 
demand the greatcſt intention, and 
laborious aftivity: It is ſtyled ex- 


erciſe ( _agnoltick and alcetick EXET- Tuureſs gt- 


evToy, 1T1M, 
cil? 8) _— PPT... Pegs crores ciavy _n—_ 


Exer- 


—_ 
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106 Of Induſtry in our 
Excerciſe thy ſelf to godlm ſs 3 and, 

'Ey TeTu «- Wu TYTQ) auT0S HOKG, erem Ex- 
_—— erciſe my ſelf, to have always a con- 
ſcience void of offence toward Qod 

Eph. 6.12. and toward mens) wreſtling ( nuſ 
2 CE 9: 25% 5 aan, Our wreſtling is not (onely) 
againſt fleſh a4 blood , but again 
principalities an4 powers ;, ) running 

Heh, 12.4 4 race (Let us run with patience the 
1 Cor. 9. 24. race that is ſet before us ;" So run 
Pul. 3-14 that ye may obtain; I preſs toward 
| the mark for the prize of the high 

2 Tim. 4. 7. calling.) A warfare, a combating 
Sag 7 _ (War 4a good warfare, holding faith 
2 Tim. 4-7. aud a good conſcience ; fight the good 
: C. 9. 2+ fight; thon therefore endure hardſoiy 
Mart. 11.12 45 4 good ſouldier of Feſus Chriſt ; 
Every man that ftreveth for the ma- 

ſtery is temperate in all things; ) of- 

tering wolence ; ( The Kingdom of 

Feaven (uffereth violence ;, and the 

1 Theff. 5.6. violent take it by force ;, ) watching, 
Pang - who * Let us not flzep as do others, but 
"24.42. let us watch and be ſober ; Watch ye, 
Luke 12.37. ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like 


L Pet. 5. 8. 
= 2, men, ve ſtrong ; watch and pray, that 


19.15. ye enter 10t into temptation.) 


Hence 


| too 
$2 


out 


— 


þ 
| 
) 
5 


f 
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Hence the Precepts importing 
the general tenour of Chriſtian pra- 
(tice are uſually couched in terms 
implying great ſcdulity and conten- 
tion of ſoul ; *Aqwrigeas, Strive to A as 
enter in at the ſtrait gate ; Let us Heb. 4.11. 
labour therefore to enter ito that "Exgy«Qos. 
reſt; Labour not for the meat that _ 
periſheth, but for that meat which 
endureth to everlaſting life. Give di- 2 Per. 1. 19, 
ligence to make your calling and ele-* ES 
Fon ſure ; Gird up the loins of your Luke 12. 35. 
minds ; be ſober and hope to the end. Eph. 6. 14. 
Wherefore, brethren, ſeeing that ye * Pe. 3- 14- 
| look for ſuch things, be diligent, that 


| fe may be found of him in peace, with- 


| out ſpot, and blameleſs. 

Such 1s the work of our general 
calling, and fo much induſtry it 
challengcth from us z with great 


| 


| 


reaſon indeed, for that ſuch work is 
needful to our happineſs, and that 
our labour will certainly be rewar- 
ded therewith. 

Tlie work indced of it felt 1s 
moſt worthy to employ us; doth 
moſt become us, doth much adorn 
| us, 
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Rom. 14. 18. 
He that in theſe 
things ſerveth 
Chriſt is accep- 
table to God 


5 


and approved of 
men, 


love of God, with his conſtant pro- 


us, doth beſt befit our divine e& 
traction and large capacity ; 1s th 
nobleſt, the handſomelt, the ſee! 
eſt employment that could take y| 
up ; but we have alſo the greateſ 
inducements and. encouragement 
poſſible tor our induſtry therein, 

There are by the divine bouny 
and mercy wages aſligned abundant 
ly correſpondent to our work, ye 
inhnitely ſurpaſling it ; there 1s a7 
aus pucdys , a great ( or a manitold) 
hire tor our {Jender and f1mple per 
formances; there are ſeveral nobk 
prizes highly worth our (triving for 
with our utmoſt ſtrength and cot- 
tention of ſoul. 

In recompence thereof we (hall 
aſluredly gain even here in this tran- 
fitory ſtate the ſpecial favour and 


tetion and care for our good ; bt} f 
\ Vit 


faithful diretion , and triendly ati 
ſtence to guide us, and uphold us n 
all our ways, to bleſs and proſper 
our undertakings, to ſupply us in 


our nceds, - and comfort us mm out 


diſtrel-| 


[ 
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| gitreſſes; ſo that we ſhall lack no-Plal. 34. 5-84, 
Un thing that is good, that zo evil ſhall = "Y 
We happers to us, that all things {hall Pfal. 91.10. 
concur and co-operate for our benefit. _ yy 2. , 

We ſhall thereby taſte the fſatista- 

(tions of a calm mind, and a ſound 
conſcience, quickened by the conſo- 

ations of the divine ſpirit #zhe Cul. 3. 15. 
| peace of God ruling in our hearts , 1-4-7: 
Al which paſſeth all underſtanding. 

We {hall afterward, when this 
moment is paſled over, and our ſhort 
r day's work diſpatched, receive tro:n 
I God's bountiful hand an unconcet- 
v4 vable affluence of good things, an 

| cternal permanence of lite z undi- 
ſturbed reſt, indefeFible wealth, in- Jam. 1. 12. 
fable joy, incorruptible glory, SG. 
oj kingdoy unſhakable. \ 
0 He ( ſaith OUTr Lord ) that reap- Joha 4. 30s 
W th, receiveth wages, and gathereth 
A frut unto life everlaſting. 

To them ( (aith St. Paul.) who by And dg---- 
patient continuance in well-doing ſeek oo 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, 

(20d in recompence will beſtow eternal 
| life, And, 
| H I 


all 
[N- 


in 


= = Z 


LY 
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2 Cor. 5. 10, CatC; Knowing that whatſoever good 


Cl. 3. 24. 


Car. 15. 58, £d, than is that of the Apoſil2, There- 
fore, my brethren, be ye ſtedfajt, unme- 


IT have (faith that bleſſed Labou- 
r-r of himſelf) fought the good fight, 
1 have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept 
the farth ; henceforth there is laid 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs. 

What more effectual ſpur or in- 
centive can there be to induſtry in 
this buſineſs, than to conſider that 
which St. Pax! doth ſo often incul- 


thing any man doeth, the ſame (ate 
compence for the ſame) he ſhall re 


cerove of the Lord ; and knowing that 
(in confideration of our ſervice done, 
to the Lord) of the Lord we ſhall 
receive the reward of the inheritance? 

What exhortation can be more 
firmly grounded or ſtrongly back 


/ . 


vable, always abounding in the work| 
of the Lord; foraſmmch as ye know, 
that your labour is not in vain in tix 
Lord 2 

May it not alſo much incourage 


us to induſtry to be aflured, that 


not onely the kind of our work, but 
the | 


to 
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the degree of our labour ſhall be 
conſidered and requited, 1n juſt pro- 

rtionz ſo that the harder we 
work, the higher we ſhall be re- 
warded ; for to each one. (faith our 'ATYccn 
Lord) the Son of man ſhall render 27 "m— 
reward, 7 Tis eg urs, dc: 
urding to his performance ; Every 


one { {aith St. Paul ) ſball receive 
ov, puacFov $472y F i9hov, agmv , PIS \ Co. 2.8. 


proper reward, according. to his prox Rev. 22. 12. 
” » > We > 2. 23s 
per work, whence we have reaſon ,, #53 


[0 oblerve SM, John's advice, Look Luke 19, 12, 


| to your ſelves, that ye loſe not thoſe 


' things which ye have gained, but that MiSiy wign 
| Je recerlue A full reward, q——" Tt- 


To be negligent or {lothful- in 
ſuch 2 caſe, tor want of little care 
and pains to forfeit ſuch advanta; 
ges, with a pity, what a folly 1s 1t? 
Were an opportunity preſented by 
2 little minding our buſineſs, . and 
beſtirring our 1clves to. procure a 
fair eſtate, or a good preterment, 
would not he be deemed mad or 
ſottiſh who ſhould ſit ſtill, and fore- 
T0 that his advantage? how much 
H 2 more 


mm. 
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Heb. 2, 3. 


--more wildneſs 1s it to be drowſe 


, How ſhall we eſcape, if we meglet 


and ſluggiſh in this caſe, thereby lo 
ſing eternal bliſs and glory ? wel 
therefore might the Apoſtle ay, 


ſo great ſalvation how ſhall we 
eſcape not onely thegfin, and guil 
of bateſtingratitudetoward him that 
gratioully doth offer it, but the im- 

utation of- moſt wretched folly, in 
bling ſo much wanting to our own 
intereſt and welfare ? 

Is it not a fad thing, a. wofl 
ſhame, to obſerve what ' pains men 
will throw away upon things of 
{mall or no concernment to them? 
yea, what toil and drudgery they 
will ſuſtain in the fervice of Satan,! 
In purſuit of fin, in the gratificat- 
on of their vanities and luſts ? 


What pains will a covetous 


wretch take in ſcraping for pell?| 


how will he rack his mind with car- 
king ſolicitude to get, to keep, to 
{pare it? how will he tire his ſpirits 
with reſtleſs travel 2 how will hc 


pinch his carkafe for want of what 


tl 


nature | 


LI 


_ 
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nature craveth 2 what infamy and 
obloquy -will he endure for his nig- 
zardly parſimony and fordidnelſs? 

How much labour will an ambt- 
tious top undergo for preferment, or 
vain honour ? to how many ted1ous 
attendances, to how pitiful ſervi- 
Ities will he ſubmit ? what ſore 
crofles and diſappointments will he 
ſwallow, what affronts and indignt- 
ties will he patiently digeſt, without 
defiting from his enterpriſe ? 

How will a man (as St. Pax! ob- 


ſerved) ature ty xeamvediny, CNUTE 1 Cor. g. 25. 


all painful abſtinence and contt- 
nence in order to the obtaining # 
corruptible crown, a fading garland 
of bays, a puff of vain applaule? 
What diligence will men uſe to 
compaſs the enjoyment of forbidden 
pleatures ; how watchful in catch- 
ing opportunities, how eager in quelt 
of them will they bez what difficul- 
ties will they undertake,what hazards 
will they incur, what damages and 
inconveniences will they ſuſtain ra- 
ther than fail of ſatisfying their de- 
lires ? H3 Waat 
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2C . 


What akings of head and heart, 
what pangs of mind and gripes of 
conſcience, what anxieties of regret 
and fear, will every worker of ini- 
quity undergo? So faithful friends 
hath this vain and evil world ; {6 
diligent ſervants hath the accurſed 
Lord thereof: ſo careful and labori- 
ous will men be to deſtroy and 
damn themſelves: O that we could 
be willing to ſpend as much care 
and pains in the ſervice of our God; 
O'that we were as true friends of 


our ſelves; O that we could be as | 
induſtrious for our ſalvation ; that | 


15, 1n the buſineſs of our general cal- 
ling; which having conlidered, [ct 
us procced to the other buſineſs be- 
longing to us, which is, 


IT. The buſinels of our particular 
calling; that in reference whereto 
St. Pail doth preſcribe, Every man, 
as the Lora hath called him, ſo let 


him walk. Let every man abide in the | 
Same calling wherein he was called ; | 
kt himſo abide, as faithfully to pro- |) 
ſecute | 


A Wwdls ,qaM_ p< 
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[cute the work, and diſcharge the 
| duty of it; the doing which other- 
where he termeth Degorſr me ia, 
to doe our own buſineſs (working with 
ar hands) and enjoineth 1t in oppo- 
tion to thoſe two great pelts of 
life, floth and pragmartical curioſity ; 
or the neglect of our own and med- 
lng with other mens attairs. 

This the Apoſtle nameth our cal- 
ling, becauſe we are called or ap- 
pointed thereto by divine provi- 
' dence: for he ſuppoleth and taketh 
' it for granted, that to cach man in 

this World God hath aligned a cer- 

tain ſtation, unto which peculi ar ac- 

t | tion is ſuited ; in which ſtation he 

- | biddeth him quietly to abide, till 

providence fairly doth tranſlate 

him, and during his abode therein 

* | diligently to execute the work 
| thereof. 

Every man 1s a member of a dou- 
ble body, of the civil Common- 
wealth and of the Chriſttan-church ; 


| 1n relation to the latter whereof 


| St. Paul telleth us (and what he ſaith 
H 4 by 


1 Thefl. 4.11, 


Eph. 4. 28, 


1 Cor. 7. 22. 


— 
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Rom, 12. 4+ 


Eph. 4. 16, 


"Brarg ©; 4- 
putetgiy Ortg. 
I Cor. 7. 1 


by parity of reaſon may be referred |j 
x Cor. 12. 8. likewiſe to the former) that God | 
hath ſet the members every one in the | 


body, as it pleaſeth him; and as it 1Sin 
the natural, fot 1s 1n every political 
and ſpiritual body, every member 
hath its proper uſe and function; 

All members (1aith St. Paul) have not 
mu auTlw eget, the ſame office, or 
the tarye work and operation; yet 
every one hath ſome work; there is 
no member deſigned to be idle or 
uſcleſs, conferring no benefit to the 
whole ; but the whole body (faith the 
Apoſtle ) fitly joined together, and com- 
pated by that which every joint ſup- 
plieth, according to the effeFual wor- 
king in the meaſure of every part, ma- 
keth mcreaſe of the body, unto the edi- 
foing ut ſelf in love; cach member 
doth conſpire and co-operate to the 
ſtrength, nouriſhment, thriving, and 
welfare of the whole, 

Every man (who continueth a 
man 1n his fenſes, or in any good de- 
gree of natural integrity) 1s ; by God 
endowed with competent abilities to 
dit- 


10ay 
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liſcharge ſome function, uſeful to 
ymmon good , or at leait needful 
o his own tuſtenance; to every one 
ome talent is committed , which in 
ubordination to God's ſervice he 
{nay improve to the benefit of the 
World, God's temporal, or of the 
Church, God's ſpiritual Kingdom. 

It is plainly neceſlary, that the 
reatelt part of men ſhould have a 
(terminate work allotted to them, 
that they may ſupport their life and 
xt their tood without being 1njurt- 
(0s, offenſive, or burthentome to 
hers; tor their living, they muſt 
ather follow ſome trade, or they 
muſt ſhark and filch, or they muſt 
eg, or they mult ſtarve. 

And the reſt are obliged to doe 
bmewhat conducible to publick 
od, that they may deſerve to live: 
vr a drone ſhould not be among the 
kesz nor hath right to devour the 
bony : If any man doth pretend, or 
meſume that he hath nothing " 
Ge but to. cat, to {I:ep, to play, 
ugh ; to enjoy his caſe, his - 


{ure, 
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2 Thefl. 3. 10. 


ſure, his humour, he thereby doth 
as it were diſclaim a reaſonable title 
of living among men, and ſharing 
1n the fruits of their induſtry ; he, 
in St. Paul's judgment, ſhould be de- 
barred of food, for this (faith the 
Holy Apoſtle )we commanded you, that 
if any man would not work, neither 
ſhould he eat. 

Such an one in the body of men, 
what is he but an unnatural excre- 
ſcence, ſucking nutriment from it, 
without yielding ornament or uſe? 
what 1s he but a wen deforming and 
encombring the body, or a canker 
inteſting and corrupting it ? 

As no man ( at leaſt with decen- 
cy, convenience and comfort ) can 
live in the World, without being 
obliged to divers other men for their 
help in providing accommodations 
tor him, ſo juſtice and ingenuity 
(corroborated by divine ſanctions) 
do require of him, that in commuta- 
tion he, one way or other, ſhould 
undertake ſome pains redounding to 


the beneft of others. | 
$9 


pra 


= 
_ 
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So hath. the great Author of 
Order diſtributed the ranks and ofti- 
&s of men in order to mutual be- 
nefit and comfort; that one man 
ſhould plough, another threſh, ano- 
ther grind, another labour at the 
forge, another knit or weave; ano- 


[ther ſail, another trade, another (u- 


praviſe all thele, labouring to keep 
them all in order and peace ; that 
one ſhould work with his hands 
and feet, another with his head 


and tongue; all conſpiring to one 
common end, the welfare of the 
whole, and the {upply of what 15 
uſeful to each particular member ; 
Every man {ſo reciprocally obliging 
and being obliged ;. the Prince bc- 
ing obliged to the Husbandman for 
bis bread, to the Weaver for his 
doaths, tothe Maſon for his palace, 
to the Smith for his ſword ; thote 
teing all obliged to him tor his vi- 
gilant care in protecting them z for 
their ſecurity in purſuing the work, 
and enjoying the fruit of their in- 
duſtry, 

SO 
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So every man hath a calling, and 
proper bulinels, whereto that in- 
duſtry 1s required, I need not much 
to prove, the thing it felt in realon 
and experience being fo clearly evi- 
dent ; tor what bulineſs can be well 
diſpatched, what ſucceſs can be ex- 
pected to any undertaking, in what 
calling can any man thrive without 
induſtry ? what buſineſs 1s there that 
will go on of it felf, or proceed to 
any good iflue, if we do not care- 


fully look to it, ſteadily hold it in | 


its courſe, conſtantly puſh and drive 


it forward ? It 1s true as 1n nature, 


ſo in all affairs, Nihil movet non 
motum, nothing moveth without be- 
ing moved. 

Our own intereſt ſhould move 
ns to be induſtrious in our calling, 
that we may obtain the good et- 
fects, of being ſo in a comfortable 
and creditable ſubſiſtence z that we 


nay not ſuffer the damages and | 
wants, the diſappointments and dil- | 


graces enſuing on {ſloth ; but the 
chiet motive ſhould be from piety 
and 


| trex 
| 
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| they ſhould in at things obey their Col. 5, 22. 


| empurmes, attending conſtantly upon 


| tremcs, the higheſt and loweſt of 


| 
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and conicience ; tor that it is a duty 
which we owe to God. For God 
having placed us 1n our ſtation ; 
he having apportioned to us our 
task, we being 1n tranſaction of our 
buſineſs his ſervants, we doe owe to 
him that neceſſary property of good 
ſervants, without which fidelity 
cannot ſubſiſt ; tor how can he be 
looked on as a faithful ſervant, who x Car. 4; 2, 
doth not effectually perform the 
work charged on him ? or diligent- 
ly execute the orders of his Ma- 
ſter ? 

St. Paul doth injoin ſervants, that 


Maſters, with conſcientious regard Eph- 6. 5. 
to God, as therein pertorming ſer- ol m4 
vice to God, and expecting recom- 

pence from him; And of Princes 

be ſaith, that they in diſpenſation 

of juſtice, enatting Laws, impoſing 

Taxes, and all political adminiſtra- 

tions, are the Miniſter of God, DESC Rom. 13. 6, 


this very thing : And it theſe ex- 


all 
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Marr. 24. 45. 
Luke 12, 42, 


all vocations, are ſ{ervices of God; 
if the higheſt upon that ſcore be 
tied to ſo much diligence, then fure- 
ly all middle places, upon the ſame 
accompt of conlcience toward God, 
do cxact no lels. 

If he- that hatlr one talent, and 
he that hath ten muſt both improve 
chem for God's intereſt, then he 
that hath two, or three, or more, 1s 
obliged to the ſame duty proportio- 
nably. 

Every one ſhould conſider the 
World as the family of that great 


Pater-familias ( of whom the whole | 


fumily in heaven and carth is named.) 
and himſelf as an officer or ſervant 
therein, by God's will and def1gna- 
tion conſtituted in that employ- 
ment, into which providence hath 
calt him; to conter in his order 
and way ſomewhat toward a pro- 
viſion for the maintenance of him- 
(elf, and of his fellow-ſervants. Ct 
a . ſuperiopr officer our Lord faith, 
Who 3s that fatl hful and wiſe ſervant, 
whom his Lord hath made ruler over 


his 
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3 
2 


bis houſehol: 4, to grove them their meat 

e |in due ſeaſon; {o the greateſt men 

- [are as ſtewards, treafurers, control- 

e | ers, or pourveyers; the reſt are in- 

þ feriour ſervants, in their proper rank 

and Capacity. 

1 | And he that with diligence per- 

e |[formeth his re{peftive duty (be it 

e | high and honourable, or mean and 

s | contemptible in outward appear- 

- ance) will pleaſe God, as keeping 

0d order, and as being uſeful to 

e | his ſervice; ſo that upon the rec- 

t foning God will fay to him, Well ; Cor. 14. 33- 
le | done good and faithful ſervant , thou 

) | beſt been faithful over a few things ; 

it | 1 will wake thee ruler over many Nat. 25. 21, 
- | things; enter thou into the joy of thy 

r- | Lord. But he that doeth otherwile 

þ | (behaving himl-lf carelefly, or ſlug- 

x riſhly in his buſineſs) wall - offe nd 

> | God , as committing diſorder, and 

+ | 3 being unprofitable ? 

Ff | He committeth diſorder accord- 

Ing to that. of St. Paul, We hear: Theſl. 3. 11; 
t, there are ſome, which w, th among you 

er | diſorderly, not working at all. His 

is lentence - 


| 
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fothful ſervant----Caſt the unprofit 
ble ſervant into utter darkneſs; which 
words are ſpoken 1n relation to one, 
who being a flatterer or tluggard in 
his calling did not improve the ſpe- 
cial talent entruſted with him for 
God's ſervice. 

In fine, if we are conſcientiouſly 
induſtrious in our vocation, we ſhall 
aſluredly find the bleſſing of God 
thereon ; and that he thereby will 


convey good {uccels, comfort, com: | 


petent wealth, a fair reputation, all 
deſirable good unto us; for as all 
theſe things are promiled to indu- 
ſtry, ſo the promiſe eſpecially doth 
belong to that induſtry, which 4 
man doth exerciſe in an orderly 
courſe of action in his own way; 
or rather in God's way , whercin 
divine providence hath ſet him. 
An irregular or 1mpertinent la- 
boriouſneſs, out of a man's calling 
or ſphere; a being diligent in other 
mens affairs, invading their —_ 
as 
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ſentence and doom will be, accord- 
Mate. 25. 26 ing to our Lord, O thou wicked and 
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(as if Fa Prieſt will be trading, a 
Layman /preaching,) may not claim 
the benetit of thoſe promites, or 
the bleſiings of induſtry; But. a 
Husbandmaiz who (with conſcien- 
tious regard to God, and confidence 
in him) 1s painful in ulling his 


ground, may expect a good Crop ; A Prov. 21. 11. 


Merchant who (upon the ſame prin- 
ciple, with the like diſpoſition ) 
arneſtly followeth this trade, may 


hope for ſafe voyages and good Prov. 10. 4. 


markets; a Prince carefully mind- 
ing his affairs may look for peace 
and proſperity to his countrey ; a 
Kholar ſtudying hard may be well 
aſlured of getting knowledge, and 
inding truth; all who with honeſt 
vUligence conſtantly do purſue their 
buſineſs may confidently and chear- 
fully hope to reap the advantages 
lutable to it from the favourable 
dleſling of God. So that we have 
all reaſon to obſerve the Apoſile's 
precept, ot to be ſhothful in buſt- 


neſs, 


I ſhould 


13. 11, 
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I ſhould apply this doctrine to 
our own caſe, urging its practice 
by conſiderations peculiar to our 
vocation ; but having already paſſed ] 
the bounds of time, I reſerve the 
doing it to another opportunity. 


mg = the God of peace ſaniifie you 
wholly, and make you perfe in every 
good work to doe his will; working m 
gon that which is well-pleaſing in hi; 
fight ;; through our. Bleſſed Saviour ( 
Jeſus Chriſt; to whom for ever be 
all glory and praiſe. Amer. 


OF 


EN DUSTY 


NN OUS 


Particular Calling, 
A 


GENTLEMEN. 


Rom. XII. 11. 
Not ſlothful in buſineſs. 


Have largely treated upon the 
duty recommended in this pre- 


cept, and urged the obſervance 

of it m general, at a diſtance; I 
now intend more particularly and 
cloſely to apply it, in reference to 
thoſe perſons, who ſeem more eſpe- 
cially obliged to it, and. whoſe ob- 
ſerving it may prove of greateſt 
2 conſe- 
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conſequence to publick good ; the 
which ap»lication may allo be-moſt 


ſutable au profitabie to ihis audi- | 


ence; thoſe perſons are of two 
ſorts; the one Gentlemen, the other 
Scholars. 


I. The Firſt place, as civility 
demanacth, we aſlign to Gentlemen; 
or perſons of eminent rank 1n the 
World, well allied, graced with ho- 
nour, and furniſhed with wealth; 
the which ſort of perſons I conceive 
in a high degree obliged to exerciſe 
induſtry in buſineſs. 


This at firſt hearing may ſeem a | 


little paradoxical and ſtrange for 
who have leſs bufinets than Gentle- 
men, who do need leſs induſtry, 
than they ? He that hath a fair eſtate, 
and can live on his means, what hath 
he to doe, what jabour or trouble 
can be cxacted of him; what hath 
he to think on, or trouble his head 
with, but how to invent recreatt 
ons and paſtimes to divert himſelf, 
and ſpend his waſt leiſure pleaſant: 
ly: 


— — 
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ly? why ſhould not he be allowed 
to enjoy himſelf, and the benehits 


| which nature or fortune have freely 


diſpenſed to him, as he thinketh 
belt, without oftence? why may he 
not ſay with the rich man 1n the 


Goſpel , Soul, thou haſt much goods laid Luke 12. 19. 


w for many\ years; take thine eaſe, 
ut, drink and be merry? Is it not 


often faid by the Wiſeman, that there pee 2. 24. 


s nothing better under the ſun, than $98 5-26 
8. 15. 


that 4 man ſhould rake his ſoul to en- 
joy good 1n a cheartul and comtor- 
able fruition of his eftate ? Accor- 


ling to the paſlable notion and de- 
\ nition, What is a Gentleman but his 


pleaſure £ 
If this be true, if a Gentleman be 
nothing elſe but this; rhen truly he 
$a ſad piece, the moſt incontidera- 
de, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt 
pitiful and wretched Creature 1n 
the World: if it 1s his privilege to 
oe nothing, it is his privilege to 
tt moſt unhappy ; and to be ſo will 
t his face, it he live according to 
It; for he that is of no worth or 
I 3 ule, 


—— 
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uſe, who produceth no beneficial 
fruit, who performeth no ſervice 
to God, or to the World, what ti- 
tle can he have to happineſs, what 
capacity thereof? what reward can 
he claim, what comfort can he 
teel? to what temptations is he ex: 
poſed, what guilts will he 
Cur ? 

But in truth it is far otherwilcz 
to ſuppoſe that a Gentleman is looſe 
from buſineſs is a great miſtake; 
tor indeed no man hath more to 
doe, no man lieth under greater et 
gagements to induſtry than he. 


He 1s deeply obliged to be con- | 


tinually buſte in more ways than 
other men who have but one fim- 
ple calling or occupation allotted to 
them; and that upon a triple ac- 
compt; in reſpe& to God, to the 
World, and to himſelf, 

1. He 1s firſt obliged to contt- 
nual employment in reſpect to 
God, 

He out of a grateful regard to 
divine bounty tor the eminency of 


| 


| 
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his ſtation, adorned with dignity 
and repute, for the plentitul ac- 


| commodations and comtorts of his 


life, for his exemption from thoſe 
pinching wants, thoſe meaner cares, 
thole ſordid entertainments, and 
thoſe toilſome drudgeries, to which 
other men are ſubject, is bound to 
be more diligent in God's ſervice, 
employing all the advantages of his 
ſtate to the glory of his mgnificent 
benefactour, to whole good provi- 
dence alone he doth owe them ; tor 


who maketh him to differ from ano- 1 gx. 4. x, 


ther 2 and what hath he that be did 


| not receive from God's free bounty ? 


In proportion to the bulk of his 
fortune his heart ſhould be enlarged 
with a- thankful fenle of God's 
goodneſs to him ; his mouth ſhould 
ever be filled with acknowledgment 
and praiſe, he ſhould always be 
ready to exprels his grateful reſent- 
ment of fo great and peculiar obli- 
gations. 

He ſhould dedicate larger portions 
of that free leiſure, which God hath 

I 4 granted 


I 32 
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granted to him, 1n waiting upon 
God, and conſtant performances of 
devotion. 

He in trequently reflecting on the 
particular ample favours of God to 
him ſhould imitate the holy Fſalmiſ, 
tha clluſtrious pattern oft great and 
fortunate men; ſaying atter him, 
with his ſpirit, and diſpoſition of 
ſoul; Thou haſt brought me to great 
honour, @1d comforted me 0n every 


fide, therefore will I praiſe thee and 


; thy faithfulneſs, O God. 


Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made 


my mountain to ſtand ſtrong * Thou | 


haſt ſet my feet in a large room : Thou 
prepareſt a table before me $--—thou 
anointeſt my head with oil , my cup 
runncth over ; ------ to the end that my 
glory may ſing praiſe unto thee, and 
wot be felent : 1he Lord is the por- 
tion of mine inheritance, and of my 
cup , thou maintaineſt my lot ; The 
lines are fallcn unto me m pleaſant 
places, yea I have a goodly heritage; 
theretore 1 will bleſs the Lord. 


p 4 
| | 


| 
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In corceiving fuch meditations 
his head and his heart ſhould con- 
ſtantly be employed ; as alſo in 
contriving ways of declaring and 
diſcharging real gratitude z asking 


Lord for all bis benefits * What (hall 
| render to him, nor onely as a man 
jor all che gitts of nature, as a Chri- 
ſian for all the bleſſings of grace, 
but as a Centleman allo, for the ma- 


ny advantages of this my conditi- 
on, beyond ſo many of my bre- 
thren, by ſpecial providence indul- 
ged to me ? 

He hath all the common duties 
of picty, of charity, of ſobriety to 
diſcharge with fidelity z for being a 
Gentleman doth not exempt him 
trom being a Chriſtian, but rather 
more {irictly doth engage him to 
be ſuch in a higher degree than ©- 
thers It is an obligation peculiarly 


Incumbent on him, in return tor 


God's peculiar favours,to pay God all 
due obedience, and to exerciſe him- 
elf in all good works ; diſobedience 

being 


himſelt, What ſhall 1 render unto the el. 116; 12. 


ang oo 
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being a more heinous crime in him 

than in others, who have not ſuch 
encouragements to ſerve God. 

His obedience may be inculculated 

by thoſe arguments which Joſbu 

1 Sam. 12. 24. and Samuel did ule in preſſing it On 

the Iſraelites; Onely (faid Samnel) 

fear the Lord and ſerve him in truth, 

for conſider how great things God hath 

Joſh. 24. 13. done for you; and, T have given you 

({aith God by Joſhua) 4a land for 

which ye did not labour; and cities 

which ye built not, and ye dwell in 


them; Of the vinegards and olive | 
yard; which ye planted not, do ye | 


eat; Now therefore fear the Lord, 
and ſerv2 him in ſincerity and in 
Fruth. 
His diſobedience may be aggrava- 
Neh. 9. 25-- ted, as Nehemiah did that of the Iſ- 


26. af raelites, they took ſtrong cities , and 


Jer. 2.7. 4 fat land, ant poſſeſſed houſes full v 
5 


9 = Aa all goods, wells digged, wineyar 
I ” - "a . r ” . . 
> Sam, 12. 7. 4nd olive-yards, and fruit-trees in a> 


1 King. 16.) buyndance; ſo they did eat and were 


= filled, and became fat ; and delighted | 


themſelves in thy great goodneſs z ne- h 1a 


vertheleſs 


hs 4 


- h 
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vertheleſs they were diſobedient and 
rebelled againſt thee, and caſt thy 
law behind their backs--- they have 
wt ſerved thee in their kingdom, and 
in thy great goodneſs, which thou ga- 
weſt them ;, neither turned they fron 
their wicked works. 

A Gentleman hath more talents 
committed to him, and conlequent- 
ly more employment required of 


ſhim; If a ruſtick Labourer, or a 


mechanick Artiſan hath one talent, a 
Gentleman hath ten ; He hath innate 
vigour of ſpirit, and height of cou- 
nge fortified by uſe, he hath ac- 
compliſhment and refinement of 
parts by liberal education, he hath 
the ſuccours of parentage, alliance 


and friendſhip; he hath wealth, he Luke rg. 20, 


hath honour, he hath power and 
authority, he hath command of time 
and leiſure ; he hath ſo many preti- 
ous and ulcful talents entruſted to 
him, not to be wrapped up in 4 nap- 
kin, or hidden under ground 3 NOTto 
be ſquandred away in private fatiſ- 


factions ; but for negotiation , to be w—— 


put 
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Luke 12. 42. 


Xaeigjue. 
I Pet. 4. 10. 


I Tim, 6. I Ton” 


put out to uſe, to be improv. cd in the 
moſt advantageous way fo Gods 
ſervice : | Every talent doth require 
a particular care and pains to m- 
nage it well. 

He particularly is God's Steward, 
entruſted with God's ſubſtance, for 
the ſuſtenance and ſupply of God's 
family; to relieve his fellow-ſcr- 
vants in their need, upon ſeaſonable 
occaſions, by hoſpitality, mercy and 
charitable beneficence ; according to 
that intimation of our Lord, Who 
is that faithful and wiſe ſteward , 
whom his Lord ſhall make ruler of 
his houſhold, to give them their por- 
tion and meat in due ſeaſon ? and ac- 
cording to thoſe Apoſtolical pre- 
cepts, As every one hath received 4 
gift (or ſpecial favour) ever ſo 
miniſter the ſame to one another, as 
good | ſtewards of the manifold grace 
of God; and, Charee the rich in this 
world, ---that they do good, that they 
be rich in good works, ready to dif- 
tribute, willing to communicate. 


And 


whCc 


—_—_ 
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And he that 1s obliged to purvey 
for ſo many, and fo to abound in 
zood works, how can he want buſi- 
ils? how can he pretend to a Writ 
if eaſe £ 

Surely that Gentleman is very 
blind, and very barren of invention, 
who 1s to ſeek for work fit for him, 
or cannot eaſily diſcern many em- 
poyments belonging to him, of 
great Concern and conſequence. 

It is caſte to prompt and ſhew 


him many buſineſſes 1ndiſpenſably 
belonging to him as ſuch. 
It is his bulincſs to miniſter re- 


| lief to his poor neighbours in their 


wants and diſtreſles by his wealth. 
[t is his buſineſs to direct and adviſe 
the ignorant, to comfort the affiic- 
ted, to reclaim the wicked, and en- 
courage the good by his witedom. 
lt is his buſineſs to protect the 
weak, to reſcue the oppreſled, to 
eale thoſe who grone under heavy 
burthens by his power; to be ſuch 
a Gentleman and fo employed as Job 


was; who did not egt his morſel a+ Job 31. 17, 


lone 
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Exod. 2. 13. 
AQts 7. 26. 


CJe* 


or any poor without covering who 
delivered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
help him. 

It is his buſineſs to be hoſpitable; 
kind and helpful to ſtrangers ; fol- 


' lowing thoſe noble Gentlemen, 4 


braham and Lot, who were ſo ready 
to 1nvite and entertain ſtrangers with 
bountiful courteſie. 

It is his buſineſs to maintain peace, 
and appeaſe diſlentions among his 
neighbours, interpoſing his counſel 
and authority in order thereto; 
whereto he hath that brave Gentle- 
man Moſes recommended for his 
pattern. 


It 1s his buſineſs to promote the ' 


y2ltare and proſperity of his Coun- 
'cy with” his beſt endeavours, and 
»y all his intereſt; mm which prac- 


lone, fo that the fatherleſs did not eat 
thereof, who did not withhold the 1 
poor from their defire, or cauſe the | 

ezes of the wicow to ful; who aid 
not ſee any periſh for want of clothing, 


nOV 


A 


a — 


rou 


tice the ſacrea Hiſtory doth pro- 4 © 


pound 


on 
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, pound divers gallant Gentlemen 
F ſepb, Meſes, Samnel , Nehemiah, 
, |Damiel, Mordecai, and all ſuch re- 
4 | nowned Patriots) to guide him. 
| | It is his bulineſs to govern his fa- Joh. 24. 15. 
mily well; to educate his children Pfal. 101.-— 
n piety and vertue; to keep his ſer- 
rants in good order. 
It is his buſineſs to look to his e- 
ſtate, and to keep it from waſting ; 
that he may ſuſtain the repute of 
_ [his perſon and quality with decen- 
@; that he may be furniſhed with 
ability to doe good, may provide 
well for his family, may be hoſpita- 
, ble, may have wherewith to help 
g | his brethren; for if, according to 
1 þ3t. Parl's injunction, a man ſhould 
work with his own hands, that he may MeradiSiyu 
bave ſomewhat to impart to him that *P"- 4: 25. 
s | needeth; then mult he that hath an 
eſtate, be careful to preſerve it, for 
| the ſame good purpole. 
. | It 1s his buſineſs to cultivate Is 
4 | mind with knowledge, with gene- 
rous diſpoſitions, with all worthy 
{accompliſhments befitting his condi- 
| tion, 


> 
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Ardue nam 
res eſt opibus 
non tradere 


mores, 


tion, and qualifying him for honou-| prc 
rable a&tion : ; ſo that he may excell,|c1t! 
and bear himſelf above the vulgarle |ry 
velno leſs in real inward worth, ,than|dy 
in exteriour garb; that he be not a | rev 
Gentleman merely in name or ſhey, |peO 

It is his buſineſs (and that no|He 
flight and eafie buſineſs) to eſchey | Ne: 
the vices, to check the paſſions, to |bis 
withſtand the temptations, to which |ian 
his condition is liable; taking heed, | $ 
that his wealth, honour and power per! 
do not betray him unto pride, info- and 
lence, or contempt of his poorer |Goc 
brethren ; unto injuſtice, or opprel- | wh! 
fion ; unto luxury, and riotous ex- |eno 
ceſs; unto ſloth , ſtupidity, forget- | quit 
fulneſs of God, and irreligious pro- |pail 
tanenels. gen 

It is a buſineſs eſpecially incum: | ilug 
bent on him to be careful of his|xer 
ways, that they may have good in-| nei; 
fluence on others, who are apt to| hus 
look upon him as their guide and tha 
pattern. In { 

He ſhould labour and ſtudy to be | * 
a leader unto vertuce, and a notable | ind 
pro- 


ol | 


(- 
x- | 
f- 
» 
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promoter thereot ; direCtting and ex- 
citing men thereto by his exempla- 
ry converſation ; encouraging them 
by his. countenance and authority ; 
rewarding :the.goodneſs of meaner 
people: by i his bounty and favour : 
He ſhould be:ſuch a Gentleman as 
Noah, who preached righteouſneſs by 
bis words and' works before-a pro- 
ane World. 

Sucla particular aftairs hath every 


e | induſtry in refpe& of God, who jult- 
K 


perſon of quality, credit , wealth 
and intereſt, allotted to him by 
God, and laid on him as duties; the 
which to diſcharge taithtully wall 
enough employ a man, and doth re- 


quire induſtry, much care, much 


pains, © excluding {loth- and- negli- 
rence : ſo that 1t is impoſhble for a 
lluggard to be a worthy Gentleman, 
rertuouſly diſpoſed ,. a charitable 
neighbour, a good patriot, a good 
hnsband of his eſtate; any thing of 
that, to which God, by ſetting him 
in ſuch a ſtation, doth call him. 
Thus is a Gentleman obliged to 


ly 


of Induſtry it our 


ly doth exaG thoſe labours of piety, 
charity, and all vertue from him, 
Farther, 

2. He hath alſo obligations to 
mankind, demanding induſtry from 
him , upon accompts of common 
humanity, equity and ingenuty, 
For. | 

How can he fairly ſubſiſt upon 
the common induſtry of mankind 
without bearing a fhare thereof? 
how can he well fatishe himfelf to 


dwell ſtately, to feed daintily, to| the 


be fmely clad, to maintain a pom- 
pous retinue merely upon the ſweat 
and toll of others, without himlelt 
rendring a compenſation, or making 
fome competent returns of care and 
pain, redounding to the good of his 
neighbour ? 

How can he juſtly claim, or res 
fonably expect from the World the 
refpeCt agreeable to his rank, if he 
dot!t not by worthy performance 
conduce to the benefit of ir? cat 
men be obliged to regard thoſe, from 
whom they receive no good ? 


| 


— | 


| 
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If no Gentleman be tyed to ſerve 
the publick, or to yield help in ſu- 
ſtaining the common burthens, and 
ſupplying the needs of mankind, 
then 15 the whole order werely a 
burthen and an offence to the world ; 
arace of drones, a pack of ciphers 
In the commonwealth, ſtanding for 
nothing, . deſerving no conſideration 
or regard: And it any are bound, 
than all are; for why ſhould the 


y 
w 
at 

If | 


' 
av 


s 
d 
Is 


whole burthen lie on ſome, while o- 
thers are axempted ? 

It is indeed ſuppoſed, that all are 
bound thereto, ſeeing that all have 
recompences publickly allowed to 
them upon ſuch confideration z di- 


vers reſpects and privileges peculiar 


to the order , grounded upon this 
ſuppoſition , that they deſerve ſuch 
advantages by conferring notable 
benefit to the publick ; the which 
indeed it were an arrogance to ſeek, 
and an iniquity to accept for doing 
nothing. 


It is an unſufferable pride for any 


man to pretend or eonceit himſc}f 
K 2 to 
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HE 


'things inconſiſtent z ſecing. honour 


-are not performed with eaſe. 


to differ ſo much from his brethren, 
that he may be allowed to. live in 
eaſe and ſloth, while the reſt of man- 
kind are fubje& to continual toil and 
trouble. Moreover, 

3. A Gentleman is bound to. be 
induſtrious for his own ſakes; it is a 


Utity which he oweth to himſelf, to h u 
his honour, to his intereſt, to his wel-! by \ 


PP 
gi 


fare. He:cannot without induſtry 
continue like. himſelf; or maintain- 


the:honour and repute becoming his 
quality and ſtate;z_ or ſecure. himſelf ; 
from contempt and diſgrace ; for to 
be: honourable and flothful are 


doth not grow, -nor can ſubfiſt with 
out undertaking worthy deſigns, 
conſtantly purſuing them, / and hap 
pity atchieving them ; its the fruit 
and reward of ſuch actions, which 


External reſpe&, and ſemblance 
of -honour, for the ſake of. publick 
order, may be due to an-exteriour 
rank, or title; but to pay this is not 
to honour the perſon, but his title, 

becauſe 


al 


dec: 
real 
eſt 
wh 
but 
ſee! 


com 


duſt 
gar 
che! 
ava 
obn 
and 
of | 
and 
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imb 
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n, |becauſe it is ſuppoſed that men of 
In [ral worth and uſe do bear it; or 
n- |kſt by refuſing -.it to one, the 
d | yhole order may ſeem diſreſpefted ; 
but yet truc honour or mental e- 
x [ſeem is not due _ upon ſuch ac- 
a \compts; nor is it potlible to render 
0 |it unto any perſon, who doth not 
-7by worthy qualities, and good deeds 
y |appear to merit it, 
n- :Nor can a Gentleman without in- 
$ |duſtry uphold his real intereſts a- 
f ;gain{t the attempts of. envy, of trea- 
 |chery, of tlattery, of ſycophantry, of 
e [avarice, to whicn his condition 1s 
r [obnoxious ; to preſerve his wealth 
- [and eſtate, which are the ſupports 
,|of his quality, he muſt endure care 
-Jand pains; otherwiſe he will by 
_ y harpyes and crafty lurchers 
1|be rifled or cozencd of his ſubſtance 
it will of it ſelf go to wreck, and be 
imbezill'd by negligence. 

| He cannot without induſtry guard 
[his perſonal welfare from manifold 
[inconveniences, . moleſtations and 
miſchiefs ; Idleneſs it felt will be 
K 3 very 


—_ 


of Indu ſtry in our. pa 
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very troubleſome and irk{ome tq |cial 
him. His time will lie upon his |vh 
hands, as a peneng encumbrance, |wil 
His mind will be inteited with va- |4s < 
rious diltractions and diſtempers; |wit 
vain and ſad thoughts, foul luſts, |cuo 
and unquiet paſhions will ſpring up be 
therein, as weeds in a neglected foil, [pla 
His body will languiſh, and become |duc 
deſtitute of health , of vigour, of |pro 
aCtivity, for want of due exerciſe, |foli 
All the miſchiefs which naturally /and 
do ſpring from ſloth and ſtupidity |not 
will ſeiſe upon him. ting 
4- Thus upon various accompts |rufi 

2 Gentleman 1s engaged to buſinels | not 
and concerned to exerciſe induſtry | but 
therein; we may add, that indeed |plo 
the very nature of gentility, or the|to : 
true notion of a Gentleman doth| oth 
imply ſo much. rag 
For what, I pray, Is a Gentle-|in\ 
man, what properties hath he, what,| #4 
qualities are charaReriſtical or pe:| an 
euliar to him, whereby he is diſtin-| ſed 
I from others, and raiſed a-| me 
ove the vulgar ; are they not eſps-| mo 

| Oo 


; 


S, 
Pp 


ll, | 


IC 
of 
e, 
y 
J 


particular Calling,as Gentlemen. 147 


cially two, Conrage and Conrteſie 2 
which he that wanteth 1s not other- 
wiſe than equivocally a Gentleman, 
15 an Image or a Carkaſeisa Man 
vithout which gentility in a conſpi- 
— degree is no more than a vain 
\hew or an empty name: And theſe 


plainly do involve induſtry, do ex- 
dude {lothfulneſs ; for Courage doth 
prompt boldly to undertake, and re- 


lutely to diſpatch great enterpriſes, 
and employments of difficulty ; It is 
not ſeen in a flaunting garb, or ſtrut- 
ting deportment;z not in hectorly, 
ruthan-like ſwaggering or huffing , 
not in high looks, or big words 
but in ſtout and gallant deeds, em- 
ploying vigour of mind and heart 
to atchieve them z how can a man 
otherwiſe approve himſelf tor cou- 
rageous, than by ſignalizing himſelf 
in ſuch a way ? 
And for Courteſje, how otherwile 
can it be well diſplayed, than in 


| ſedulous a@ivity for the good cf 
.| men ? It ſurely doth not conſiſt in 


-| modiſh forms of addreſs or comple- 


K 4 menta] 
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mental expreſſions, or hollow pro- 
telflions ( commonly void of mean- 
ing, or of ſincerity ;) but in real 
performances of beneficence, when 
occalion doth invite, and in wait- 
ing for opportuniues to doe good ; 
the which practice 1s accompanied 
with ſome care and pain, adding a 
price to it ; for an eaſie courteſie is 
therefore tmall becauſe - eafie, and 
may be deemed to proceed rather 


from ordinary humanity, than from 
gentile diſpoſition ; ſo that in fine 
he alone doth appear truely a Gen- 
tleman, who hath the heart to un- 
dergo hard tasks for publick good, 
and willingly taketh pains to oblige 
kis neighbours and friends. 

5. The work indeed of Gentle- 
men 1s not ſo groſs, but it may be 
as {mart and painful as any other, 

For all hard work is not manual; 
there are other initruments of aCtt- 
on beſide the plow , the ſpade, the 
hammer, the ſhuttle; ' nor doth &- 
very work produce ſweat, and viſt 
ble tiring of body; the head may 
work 


]- 
, 
0 
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work hard in contrivance of good 
deligns, the tongue may be very 
aftive in diſpenting advice, perſua- 
fon, comtort, and edification in vers 
tuez; A man may beſtir himſelf in 
going about to doe good; thele are 
works employing the cleanly indu- 
ſtry of a Gentleman. 

6. In ſuch works it was, that the 
trueſt and greateſt pattern of gen- 
tility that ever was did employ 
himſelf: Who was that? Even our 
Lord himſelf; for he had no parti- 
cular trade, or profeſhon ; no man 


|can be more looſe from any en- 


gagement to the world than he 
was; no man had leſs need of bu- 
fineſs or pains-taking than he ; for 
he had a vaſt eſtate, being heir of 
al things, all the world being at his 
diſpoſal, yea infinitely more, it be- 
ing in his power with a word to 
create whatever he would to ſerve 
his need, or fatisfie his pleaſure z 
Omnipotency being his treaſure and 
ſupply ; He had a retinue of Angels 
to wait on him, and miniſter to 
him ; 
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him; whatever ſufficiency any man 
can fanſie to himſzIf to diſpenſe 
with his taking pains, that had he 
in a far higher degree z Yet did he 
find work tor hunſelt, and continu- 
ally was employed in performing 
ſervice to God, and imparting be- 
nefits to men; nor was ever induſtry 
exerciſed upon Earth comparable to 
his. 

Gentlemen therefore would doe 
well to make him the pattern of 


| _ 


their life, to whoſe induſtry they __ 


muſt be beholden for their ſalvation: 
jn order whereto we recommend 
them to his grace, 


: 
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AS 

"SCHOLARS. 

; 

F | Rom. XII. 11. 


Not ſlothful in buſineſs. 


Proceed to the other fort of 
perlons, whom we did pro- 
pound, namely, 


IT. Schotars, and that on them 
particularly great engagements do 
lie to be induſtrious, 1s moſt evi- 
8 dent, from various conſiderations. 


The 
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The nature and deſign of this 
calling doth ſuppoſe indultry ; the 
matter, and extent of 1t doth require 
induſtry ; the worth of 1t doth high- 
ly deſerve induſtry. We are in ſpe- 
cial gratitude to God, in charity to 
men, in due regard to our ſelves 
bound unto it. 

x. Firſt, I ſay, the nature and de- 
ſign of our calling doth ſuppoſe in- 
duſtry :. There is (faith the divine 
Preacher) a man, whoſe labour is in 
wiſedom, in knowledge, and in equity; 
Such men are Scholars ; ſo that we 
are indeed no Scholars, but abſurd 
uſurpers of the name, 1t we are not 
laborious; for what is .a Scholar, 
but one who retireth his perſon, and 
avocateth his mind from other oc- 
cupations, and worldly entertain- 
ments, that he may goA«Gev, vacare 

ſtudiis, employ his mind and let 
ſure on ſtudy and learning, ' in the 


ſearch of truth, the queſt of knows |1 


ledge, the improvement of his rea- 
ſon. Wherefore an idle Scholar, a la- 
zy (tadent, a {luggiſh man of learning 
is nonſenſ<, What 


J 
e | 
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What is learning but a diligent 
attendance to inſtruction of Ma- 
ters, Skilled in any knowledge, and 
conveying their notions to us in 
word or writing ? 

What is ſtudy, but an earneſt, 
ſteady, perſevering application of 
mind to lome matter, on which we 
ix our thoughts, with intent to fee 
through it z what in Solomon's lan- 
ouage are theſe Scholaſtick occupa- 


tions, but inclining the ear, and ap- Prov. 2. 2: 


plying our heart to underſtanding £2 
than which commonly there is no- 
thing more laborious, more ſtrain- 
ing nature, and-more tiring our ſpi- 
rits; whence 1t 1s well compared 
to the moſt paintul exerciſes of body 
and foul, 

The Wiſe-man adviting tnen to 
[eek wiſedom, the which 1s the pro- 
per delign- of our calling, doth 1n- 
timate that work to be like digging 
in the ' mines for filver, and like 
ſearching all about for concealed 
treaſure; than which there can 
hardly be any more difficult and 
painful 


_ 


ah 
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Prov. 2+ 4+ 


Prov. 8. 34+ 


painful task, IF (faith he) thou 
ſeekeſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for 


her as for hid treaſures, then ſhalt | 


thou underſtind---- Otherwhere he 
compareth the ſame work to aſlidu- 
ous watching and waiting, like that 
of a guard or a client, which ate 
the greateſt inſtances of diligence, 
Bleſſed (\aith hez or wiſedom by 
him faith, bleſſed) #s the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my 


gaivs, waiting at the poſts of my 


doors, 

Wherefore if we will approve 
our ſelves to be what we are called, 
and what we ptetend to be, if we 
will avoid being Impoſtours, aflu- 
ming a name not .due to us, we 
muſt not be {Iothful. Farther, 

2. The matter and extent of our 
buſineſs doth require induſtry from 
us: the matter of it, which is truth 
and knowledge; the extent, which 
is very large and comprehenhve, 
taking in all trath, all knowledge; 
worthy our ſtudy, and uſeful for the 
deſigns of it. 


Ou 


exact notions about which will try 
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” | Our buſineſs is to find truth ; 


) 


, | the which (even in natters of i:igh 
t 


unportance) 1s not ealily to be dif- 
covered; being (as a vain of (ilver, 
encompalled with earth, and mixed 
with droſs) deeply laid in the ob- 
ſcurity of things, wrapt up in falſe 
appearances, entangled with objx&i- 
ons, and perplexed with debates z 
being therefore not readily diſcove- 
rable z eſpecially by minds clouded 
with prejudices, luſts, paſſions, par- 
tial atfections, appetites of honour 
and intereſt, whence to delcry it 
requireth the moſt curious obſerva- 
tion , and folicitons circumſpeCtion 


.. that can bez together with great 


pains in the preparation and purga- 
tion of our minds toward the inqut- 
ry of it. 

Our buſineſs is to attain know- 
kdge, not concerning obvious and 
vulgar matters, but about ſublime, 
abſtruſe , intricate and knotty ſub- 
as, remote from common obſer- 
vation and ſenfe; to get fure and 


the 


of Induſtry in our 


the beſt forces of our mind with 


their utmoſt endeavours z in firmly 


ſetling principles, in ſtrictly dedu- 
cing conſequences, in orderly di- 
geſting conclaſions, 1n faithfully re- 
taining what we'ilearn by our con- 
templation and ſtudy. 

And if to get a competent knoy- 
ledge about a few things, or to be 
reaſonably Skiltul in any fort of 
learning, be difhicult, how much 1n- 
duſtry doth it require to. be well 
ſeen m many, or to thave waded 
through the vaſt compaſs of learn- 
Ing, in no part whereof a Scholar 
may conveniently or handſomely 
be ignorant, ſeeing there is ſuch a 
connexion of things, and depen- 
dence of notions, that one part of 
learning doth confer light to ano- 


: . 


va 
ſug 
dee 

all 


ther, that a man can hardly well un-| not 


deritand any thing without know- 
ing divers other things; that he will 
be a lame Scholar, who hath not an 
inſight into- many kinds of know- 
ledge, that he can hardly be a good 


Scholar, who is not a gencral one. 
To 


it { 
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h; To underſtand ſo many Langua- 
ly | ges (which are the ſhells of know- 
& | ledge, ) to comprehend fo many 
i- | Sciences (full of various theoremes 
e- | and problemes) to perute ſo many 
| Hiſtories ( of ancient and modern 
times;) to know the World, both 
7- | natural and humane; to be ac- 
x | quainted with the various inventi- 
ff | ons, 1nquiries, opinions and contro- 
- | verlies of learned men; to $kill the 
[l | arts of exprefiing our mind, and 
d imparting our conceptions with ad- 
- | vantage, ſo as to inſtruct or per- 
ir | ſuade others ; theſe are works in- 
y | deed, which will cxercile and ſtrain 
2 | all our faculties (our reaſon, our 
- | fancy, our memory) in paintul 
ff | ſtudy. 
>| The knowledge of ſuch things 1s 
1-| not innate to us; it doth not of 
7-| it ſelf ſpring up in our minds; 1t 
Il} is not any wiſe incident by chance, 
n| or infuſed by grace (except rarely 
7-|by miracle ;) common obſervation 
d] doth not produce it; it cannot be 
purchaſed at any rate, except by 
0 L that, 
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that, for which 1t was ſaid of old, ſl 
Dii Luboribus the gods ſell all things, that 1s, for / 
cmnia ver pains 3 without which the beſt wit of 
; and greateſt capacity may not ren- 
der a man learned ; as the beſt ſoil j;- 
will not yield good fruit or grain,| Jy, 
it they be not planted or ſown] ;4; 
therein. the 
Conſider, 1t you pleaſe, what] gf 
Scholar Solomon was ; Belide his Skil| the 
in Politicks, which was his principa| y;c 
faculty and proteſhion, whereby tt the 
did with admirable dexterity anl! eyq 
prudence manage the affairs of tha| | 
i Kings 3. 9, great Kingdom, judging his people, 1n; 
and diſcerning what was good and bad;] poſ 
accurately diſpenſling juſtice ; fet| of 
ling his Countrey in a moſt flow| tin, 
1 Einzs 4. 20, Fiſhing ſtate of peace, order, plent] his 
Sn0 27:1. 0d wealth 3 largely extending b ſty] 
nz: 16, 6, (erritorys fo that his wiledom | 
”— this kind was famous over the earth] ricl 
1 Rinzs 4. 33. beſide, I ſay, this civil wiſedom, HM Go, 
ad an exquiſite skill in natural Pk| anc 
loſophy and Medicine, for He ſpall ſou 
of trees (or plants) from the cedd| a « 
that is in [ evunon, even unto the ; we 

4 


le 


d;| poſe above a thouſand ſongs ; where- 


*| of one yet extant declareth the lot- 


ql 


Il 
hi 


h; 
H 
[7 
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ſop that ſpringeth out of the wall ;, he 
ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and 
of creeping things, and of fiſhes. 
He was well verſed in Mathema- 
ticks; for it is ſaid, Solomon's wiſe- 1 Kings 4. 32. 
dom excelled the wiſedom of all the 
children of the Eaſt-countrey, and all 
the wiſedom of Egypt ; the wiiedom 
of which Nations did con{ift in 


| thoſe Sciences. And of his Mecha- 


mck Skill He left tor a monument 

'the moſt glorious ſtruture that 

ever ſtood on earth. 

| He was very skilful in Poctry 

and Mufick, for he did himſelf conr- 1 Kings 4. 32. 


his vain, and the elegancy of his 
[tyle. 
He had great ability i Rheto- 
nick ; according to that in Wiſedom, gp, .. 15. 
God granted me to ſpeak as 1 would ; 
and that in Ecclefraſtes, The Preacher Eccles 12. 19, 
ſought to find out acceptable words ; 
a great inſtance of which faculty 
we have in that admirable Prayer 1 ings 8. 
L 2 of 


) l 
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1 61N55 4+ 32. 


Eccles 2.9 Aphoriſms; and Moreover ( faith 


PLUV, 2, $o-one 


—_— | . _— 
of his compolure, at the dedication 

ſe, 
ot the Temple. | 

He did wonderfully excel in E- 
thicks ; concerning which he ſpake | .c 
three thouſand Proverbs, or moral 


Eccleſraſtes) becauſe the preacher wa 
wiſe, he ſtill taught the people know- th; 
ledge.; yea he gave good heed , and - 
ſought out, and ſet in order many pre | 
verbs; the which did contain 2 Jin 
great varicty of notable obſervats- 
ons, and uf:ful directions for cont we 
mon lite, couched in pithy exprel- L 
ſions. mY 
As for Theology, 'as the ſtudy de 
that was the chief ſtudy to which| 
he exhorteth others (as to the head, q 
. or principal part of miſedoz) 0 \ 
queſtzonlels he was himſelf mo: 
converlant therein : for proof where F 
of he did leave ſo many xc I” 
theoremes, and precepts of divinitf my 
tO Us. | 14g 
In fine, there is no lort of know \ 
tedge, to which he did not appli 
his ſtudy ; witneſs himſelf in thoſ: d 
words 


ut 


” 


= _- 
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words, [ gave my heart to ſeek and Eccles 1 I, 13 


ſearch out by wiſedom conc erning all 
| things tbat are done under heaven. 
Such a Scholar was He; and ſuch 


[if we have a noble ambition to be, 


we muſt uſe. the courſe he did ; 
which was firſt in his heart to pre- 
ker wiledom before all worldly 
things; then to pray to God tor it, 
or for his bleſiing in our queſt of it; 
then to uſe the means of attaining it, 


v4 + bod 
diligent ſearching, and hard ſtudy ; 


for that this was his method he tel- 
r kth us, I (faith he) applyed my fcces 7. 25, 


heart, to know, and to ſearch, and to 


n ſeek out wiſedom, and the reaſon of 


< 


14, 


ſo 


ol 


things. 

Such conſiderations ſhew the ne- 
ceſlity of induſtry for a Scholar ; 
but, 

3. The worth, and excellency, 
[and great utility, together with the 
pleatantneſs of his vocation deſer- 


|ving the higheſt indultry, do {upcr- 


add” much obligation thereto. 

We arc much bound to be dili- 
gent _- Of ingenuity, and 1n grati- 
j 3 J rude 


P—— ———— 
——— ———— 
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—  — _——————__ 


tude to God, who by his gratious 
providence hath alligned ro as a cal- 


ling ſo worthy, an employment fo jc 


comiortable, a way ei lite no lels 
commodious, beneficial and delight- 
" Ful to Gur {tlves, than ſerviceable 
to Gced, and uſeful to the World. 
If we had our option and choice, 


what calling could we deſire before | 
this cf any whereto men are affixed? | 


how could we beiter employ our 
mind, or place our labour, or ſpend 
our time, or paſs our pilgrimage in 
this World, than in {cholaſtical oc- 
cupations ? 

It were hard to reckon up, or to 
expreſs the numberleſs great advan- 


onely touch ſome, which read) 
fall under my thought, recommer 
ding its value to us. 

It is a calling, the deſign where! 
conſpireth with the general end 
our being; the perteftion of ou 
na..'"e in its endowments, and tht 
fruition of it in its beſt operations. 


[t 


| ben 


tages of this calling, I ſhall theretore| 


will 
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It 1s a calling, which doth not 
ploy us in bodily toil, in worldly 
re, 1n purſuit of crivial affairs, in 
; ordid drudgeries ; but in thoſe an- 
gelical operations of ſoul, the con- 
templation of truth and attainment 
of witedom ; which are the worthi- 
> {eſtexerciſes of our reaſon, and {weet- 
e |eſt entertainments of our mind ; 
2 [the moſt pretious wealth, and moſt 
ir beautiful ornaments of our ſoul ; 
d whereby our faculties are improved, 
n are poliſhed and refined, are enlarged 
» '1n their power and ule by babirual 

acceſtions: the which are conduci- 
0'ble to our own greateſt profit and 
-|benefit, as ſerving to rectity our 
e| wills, to compoſe our affections, to Prov. 2. 4,15. 
ſ ouide our lives in the ways of ver- 
tue, to bring us unto felicity. 

It is a calling, which being duly 
}| followed will moſt fever vs from the 
}] vulgar fort of men, and advance us 
| above the common pitch ; endow- 
x[ mg us with light ro ſee farther than 
[other en , diſpoſing us to affect 

better things, and to flight thoſe 


= a>. ©. Þ 


L 4 meancr 
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meaner objects of humane detire, 


on which men commonly dote: | 
frecing us from the erroneous con- | 


celts, and from the perverle aftecti- 
ons of common people. It 1s ſaid 
S\rAuv Ceginy of ug Yorls Yeauugle, 
men of learning are double ſighted; 
but it is true, that in many caſes they 


Es 


ſce infinitely farther than a vulgar | 


i1ght doth reach; and if a man by 
{erious ſtudy doth acquire a clear 
and folid judgment of things, fo as 
to aſlign to each its due weight and 
price; if he accordingly be inclined 
in his heart to affect and purſue 
them; it from clear and right noti- 
ons of things a meek and ingenuous 


temper of mind, a command and | 
moderation of paſlions, a firm inte: | 


grity, and a cordial love of good- 
neſs do ſpring, he thereby becometh 
another kind of thing, much difte- 
rent from thoſe brutiſh men (beaſts 
ot the people) who blindly follow 
the motions of their ſenſual appetite, 
or the ſuggeſtions of their fancy, 07 


their milta] cn prejudices. 
It 


+ 
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It 1s a calling which hath theſe 
te: | conliderable advantages, that by 
M1"- | virtue of 1mprovement therein, we 
can fee with our own eyes, and 
1d | guide our ſelves by our own reaſons, 
ſz, | not being led blindfold about, or de- 
d; pending | precar:oully on the conduct 
of others in matters of higheſt con- 
Far | cern to us. That we are exempted 
by | from giddy credulity, from wavyer- 
rar ing levity, from tond admiration 
2 of. perſons and things, being able 
nd , to diſtinguiſh of things, and to ſet- 
ed tle our judgments about them, and 
ue | to 'get an intimate acquaintance 
t- with them, afluring to us their true 
us | nature and worth : that we are alſo 
nd | thereby reſcued from admiring our 
te-/ ſelves, and that overweening elt- 
d-| conceitedneſs, of which the Wiſe- 
, man\auh, 1 he ſluegard is wiſer in his Prov. 26. 15. 
own conceit, than ſeven men that can 
render a reaſon. 

W It is a calling, whereby we are 
e | qualified and enabled to doe God 
| ſervice; to gratity his delires, to 
promoze his honour, to advance his 
It intc- 


@ 
_—_ 


: 
” 
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Sap. 7. 28. 
(Pal. 5. 5. ) 
Prov. 3. 4- 


— —_ _— —— —_— 


intereſts; to render his name glori- 
ous 1n the World; by teaching, 
maintaining and propagating his 
truth ; by perſuading iuen to render 
their due love, reverence and obedi- 
ence to him; than which we can 
have no more honourable or ſatif- 
factory employment; more like to 
that of the glorious and bleſſed Spi- 
rits. 

It Is a calling, the due proſecuti- 
on whereof doth ingratiate us with 
God, and procureth his favour; 
rendring us fit objed&s of his love, 
and entitling us thereto 1n regar.] to 
our qualities, and recompence of our 
works; for God loveth none but him 
that dwelleth with wiſedom ;, and, So 
ſhalt thou find favour and good under- 


ſtanding in the ſight of God and man. 


It is a calling, whereby with grea- 
teſt advantage we may bencfit men, 
and deſerve weil of the world; 
drawing men to tne knowledge and 
ſervice of God, reclaiming them 
from crrour and fin, reſcuing them 
from miſery, and conducting them 
to 


rn OE 


— 


DA” 


kind ? 


— 


mmmm_— 


' to happineſs; by clear inſtruCtion, 
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by faithful admonition, by power- 
ful cxhortations And what can be 
mure novice, than to be the lights of 
the World, the guides of practice to 
men. the authonrs of ſo much good, 
ſo egregious benefattours to man- 


It 1s a calling moſt exempt from 
the cares, rhe crofles, the turmoils , 
the tactious jars, the anxious 1n- 
trigues, the vexatious molelſtations 
of the World ; its bufineſs lying out 
of the road of thoſe muſchiets ; 
wholly lying 1n folitary retirement, 
or being tranſacted in the moſt 1n- 
nocent, an: ingenuous company. 

It is a calling leaſt ſubject to any 
danger or diſappointment, wherem 
we may well be aflured not to mil- 
carry or loſe our labour; for the 
Merchant indeed by manifold acct- 
dents may loſe his voyage, or find 
a bad markets the H:is$bandman may 
plow and ſow in vain; but the Stu- 
dent hardiy can tail of improving 
his ſtock, and reaping a good = 
0 
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of knowledge: | eſpecial yif he ſtudy 
with a conſcientious mind, and pi- 


ous reverence to God, imploring his | 


gratious help and bleſling, 
It is a calling, the induſtry uſed 
wherein doth abundantly recom- 


pence it ſelf, by the pleaſure and 


{weetne(s which 1t carrieth 1n it ; fo 
that the more pains one taketh, the 
more delight he ftindeth, ftecling him- 
{elf proportionably to grow in 
knowledge; and that his work be- 
cometh continually more caſte to 
him. 

It is a calling, the buſineſs where- 
of doth ſo excrcile as not to weary, 
{o entertain as not to cloy us; be- 
ng not (as other occupations are ) 
a drawing in a mill, or a nauſeous 
( tedious) repetition of the ſame 
work; but a continued progres to- 
ward freſh obje&ts; our mind not 
being ſtaked to one or a few poor 
matters, but having immenſe fields 
ot contemplation, wherein it may 
everlaſtingly expatiate, with great 
proficiency and pleaſure, 

It 


—_— — 


—— 
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It Is a calling which doth ever 
afford plentiful fruit, even in re- 


'gard to the conveniences of this 


preſent and temporal ſtate; the 
which ſufficiently will requite the 


| pains expended thereon: for if we 


be honeſtly induſtrious we ſhall not 


| want ſucceſs; and fucceeding we 
ſhall not want a competence of 


wealth, of reputation, 'of intereſt 
in the World : for concerning wile- 
dom, which 1s the reſult of honeſt 


ſtudy, the Wiſe-mrar telleth us, R- prov. 8. 18. 
ches and honour are with her, yea 3-15+ 4:5, 10: 


durable riches, ' and righteouſneſs : 


length of days are in her right 


hand, and in her left hand riches 
and honour : Exalt her, and ſhe 
ſhall promote thee, ſhe ſhall bring 


thee to honour, when thon doſt em- 


| brace her; ſhe ſhall give to thine 


| head an ornament of grace a crown 


of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee ; In 
common experience, the wealth of 
the mind doth qualihe for employ- 
ments, which bave good recompen- 
ces annexed to'them;z and neither 
God 


I70 
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Eccl. 7. 12, 


Prov. 12. 8. 
A man ſhall 
be commended 
according to 
his wijcdom, 


God nor man will ſuffer him long 


to want, who is endowed with | 
worthy accompliſhments of knoy- | 


ledge; It was a ridiculous provi- 
dence in Nero, that it he {ſhould 
chance to loſe his Empire, he miglit 
live by fidling; yet his motto was 
good; and Dronyſus, another Ty- 
rant, found the benefit of it ; To m- 


ey viow THO Jai, Tpizea, , he that | 
hath any good art, hath therein an 


eſtate, and land in every place ; he 


is ſecured againſt being reduced to | 


extremity of any misfortune : Wiſe- 
dom ((aith the Wiſe-man) is a dt- 


fence, and money is a defence ; but 


the excellency of knowledge is, that 


wiſedom giveth life to them that | 
have it : money 1s a defence, of. 
which fortune may bereave us; | 


but wiſedom 1s beyond its attacks; 
being a treaſure ſeated in a place in- 
accelfible to external impreſtions. | 

And as a learned man cannot be | 
deſtiture of ſubſtance z fo he can- 
not want credit; having ſuch an 
ornament, than whuch none hath a 
more 


particular Calling, as Scholars. 171 


—_— _—_—  — -- 


| can be of low rate onely among 
| that ſort of folk, to whom Solomen 


faith, How long, ye ſemple ones, will Prov. 1. 22, 
ye love ſemplicity; —and fools hate *: 7 
knowledge 2 It is that which recom- 

mendeth a man in all company, and 

procureth regard,” every one yiel- 

ding * attention and acceptance tO * Proy. 22.17 


| inſtructive, neat, appoſite diſcourſe, 
| (that which' the Scripture calleth 


acceptable, pleaſant, grations words ) 


, men think themſelves obliged there- 


by, by receiving information , and 
ſatisfaction, from it; and according- 

ly Every max ( faith the Wiſe-man ) Prov. 24. 26. 
ſhall kiſs his lips, that giveth a right **%: #* A 
anſwer ; and,--for the grace of his lips Ecc'rs 10. 1 2. 
the King ſhall be his friend ;, and, The 

words of a wiſe-man's month are 5,7 

tions, It 1s that an eminency wits 

in purchaſcth laſting tame. 

life after death, 1n the goo 11! 

Ty and opinion of polrerity $9482) Ecclus 39. $ 
ſhall commend his uraerſtanding , ai! 

fo long as the world enarreth, it j7..'! 


not be blotted out, his meiaorial [1:7 
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ot depart away, and his name ſhall 
live from generation to generation. A | 
fame no leſs great, and far more | þ 
innocent than acts of Chivalry and'|' q 
Martial proweſs; for 1s not Ari- | | 

otle as renowned for teaching the | a1 
World with Ins Pen, as Alexander 
for conquering it with the ſword? |, 
15 not one tar oftner mentioned, | ax 
than the other; do_not men hold by 
themſelves much more obliged to | th 
the learning of the Philotopher, gq; 
than to the valour 'of the Warriour? | 


Indeed the tame of all others 1s in- pa 


debted to the pains of the Scholar, : jy; 
and could not ſubliſt but with and ' ( 
by his fame, Dignm lande wirum | ;6, 
Muſa vetat mori , learning conſeera- | 41, 
teth it {elf and its ſubject togerher, | 73, 
to immortal remembrance. ri 
It is a calling (that fitteth a man!) (4; 
for all conditions and fortunes; ſo| 44; 
that he can enjoy proſperity with! 
moderation, and ſuſtain adverity | 4, 
with comfort; He that loveth a| - 
Book will never want a faithful | jg, 
friend, a whollome counſeliour,"a | by 
cheat- | 


ll 


IC 


14 
2 
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cheartul companion, an cficctul 
comforter By ſtudy, by reading, 
by thinking one may innocently 
divert, and pleaſantly entertain 
himſelf, as in all weathers, fo in 
all tortunes. 

In fine, it is a calling, which So- 
| lomon, who had curioully obſerved, 
| and exactly compared and ſcann'd 

by reaſon and by experience all 0- 
ther occupations and ways of lite, 
aid prefer above all others; and we 


' | may prelume would ſooner have 


]- 
' 
d 
4 
|- 


þ 


parted with his royal ſtate, than 

with his learnings for Wiſedom Prov. 4. 7. 
(faith he) is the principal thing , 

| therefore get wiſedom, and with all 

thy getting get underſtanding ; and 

+» þf rx $$ -* —_ 

| Then I ſaw (then, that is, after a 1ſc- Eccles, 

' rious diſquiſition and diſcuthon of 


N' things, 1 ſaw) that wiſedom excee- 


0 


deth folly (that is, knowledge ex- 
celleth ignorance) as light excelleth 
darkneſs. 

Theſe things and much more 
may. be ſaid of learning in general z 


| | but if more diſtinly we ſurvey 
M 


ca 
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cach part and each object of itz we 


ſhall find that each doth yield con: | 


fiderable emoluments and delights ; 
benefit to our foul, advantage to our 
tite, ſatisfaction to our mind. 

The obſcrvation of things, and 
collection of experiments how doth 


it enrich the mind with Ideas, and | 
breed a kind of familiar acquam- : 
tance with all things, fo that no- | 


thing doth ſurprize us, or ſtrike our 
mind with aſtoniſhment and admt- 
ration? and if our eye be not ſatisfied 
with ſeeing, nor our ear filled with 
hearing, how much leſs is our mind 
fatiated with the pleafures of ſpecu- 
ating and obſerving that immenſe 
varicty of objects ſubje& to its 
View ? 

The exerciſe of our mind in ra- 
tional diſcurſiveneſs, about things, 
in quelt of truth 5 canvaſing queſti- 
ons, examining arguments for and 
againſt; how greatly doth it better 


us, fortifying our natural parts, en- | 
abling us to fix our thoughts on ob» | 
xcts without roving, enuring us to ' 


weigh, | 


{ 


* GO ys %a% Ga. þ my 
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weigh, and reſolve, and judge well 
about matters propoſed ; preterving 
us trom being eafily abufed by cap- 
tious fallacies, gull'd by ſpeciovs 
pretences, toſfed about with every 
doubt or objection ſtarted before us. 

Invention of any kind (in diſcer- 


' ning the cauſes of abſtruſe effects, in 


reſolving hard problemes, in de- 


' monltrating theoremes, in framing 


compolures of witty deſcription, or 
forcible perſuaſion) how much doth 
it exceed the pleaſure of hunting 
for any game, 'or of combating tor 
any victory? do any . man's chtl- 
dren fo much: pleaſe him, as theſe 
creatures of his brain ? 

The reading of Books what 1s it, 
but converſing with the wifeſt men 
of all ages and all countries, who 
thereby communicate to us their 
moſt deliberate thoughts, choiceſt 
notions, and beſt inventtons, cou- 
ched in good exprefiion, and dige- 
ſted in exact method ? 

And as to the particular matters 
of obj&ts of ſtudy, all: have their 

M 2 ule 
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uſe and pleaſure .- I ſhajl'onely touch 
them. 

[The very initial-ſtudies of Tongues 
and Grammatical Literature are very 
profitable and necellary, as the in- 
lets 'to knowledge, whereby we 
are enabled to underſtand wile ' 
men ſpeaking their ſenſe in their 
own terms and lively ſtrain ; where- 
by eſpecially we are atfiſted to drink 
ſacred knowledge out of the toun- 


— 


*tains,. the divine Oracles. 


Luther would not--part with -a 


little Hebrew he had for all the Twr- 


kiſþ Empire. 

Rhetorick, or the part of convey- 
ing our thoughts to. others by | 
ſpeech with advantages of clear- 
neſs, force and elegancy, fo as to 
inſtruct, to perſuade, to delight the 
auditors ; of how great benefit 4 
it, if it be well uſed? how much 
may it conduce' to the ſervice of 
God, and edification of men ? what 
hath been a more effeftual inſtrn- | 


ment of doing good, and working |, * 


wonders :not onely. in the. world, | * 


but 


| 


— 
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but in the Church ? how many ſouls 
have been converted from errour z 
vanity and vice; to truth, ſoberneſs, 
and vertue, by an eloquent Apollos 
a Bafl, a Chryſaſtome £ 

The peruſal of Hiſtory, how plea- 
{ant illumination of mind , how uſe- 
tul direction of lite, how ſpritely 
incentives to vertue doth it afford ? 
how doth it ſupply the room of ex- 
perience, and furniſh us with pru- 
dence at the expence of others ; in- 
torming us about the ways of a&i- 
on, and the conſequences thereof 
by examples, without our own 
danger or trouble? how may it 1n- 
{ſtruct and encourage us 1n piety, 


' while therein we trace the paths of 


God in men, or obſerve the me- 
thods of divine providence, how 
the Lord and Judge of the World in 
due ſeaſon protecteth, proſpereth , 
blefleth , rewardeth- innocence and 
integrity; how he croſleth , defeat- 
eth, blaſteth, cruſheth, puniſheth 1n1- 


- quity and outrage ;/ managing things 


with admirable.temper of wiſedom 
M 3 to 
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to the good of mankind, and ad- 
vancement of his own glory ? 

The Mathematical Sciences, how 
pleaſant is the ſpeculation of them 
to the mind, how uſeful 1s the pra- 
(tice to common lite? how do 
they whet and excite ' the mind ?} 
how do they inure it to ſtrict rea- 
ſoning, and patient meditation ? 

Natural Philoſophy, the contem- 
plation of this great Theatre, or vi- 
ſible ſyſtem preſented before us; 
obſerving the various appearances 
therein, and inquiring 1nto their 
cauſes z reflecting on the order, con- 
nexion, and harmony of things; 
conſidering their original ſource, 
and their final deſign z how doth it 
enlarge our minds and advance 
them above vulgar amuzements, 
and the admiration of thoſe petty 
things, about which men cark and 
bicker? how may it ſerve to work 
in us pious affections of admiration, 
reverence and love toward our great 
Creatqur, whoſe eternal divinity is 
clearly ſeen, whole glory is declared, 

 whoſ; 


© 


W 
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whole tranicendent perteCtions, and 
attributes of immente power, wiſe- 
dom and goodneſs are conſpicuoul- 


ly diſplayed, whoſe particular kind- Pfal. 8, 


neſs toward us men doth evidently 
ſhine in thoſe his works of nature ? 

The ſtudy of Moral Philoſophy, 
how exceedingly beneficial may it 
be to us, ſuggeſting to us the dic- 
tates of reaſon concerning the na- 
ture and facultics of our foul, the 
chief good and end of our lite, the 
way and means of attaining happi- 
neſs; the beſt rules and methods of 
practice; the diſtinctions between 
go00d and evil; the nature of each 
vertue, and motives to embrace it z 
the rank wherein we ſtand in the 
World, and the duties proper tg 
our relations; by rightly underſtan- 
ding and cltimating which things 
we may know how to behave our 
ſelves decently and ſoberly toward 
our ſelves, juſtly and prudently to» 
ward our neighbours; we may 
learn to correct our inclinations, to 
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our paſſions, to govern our attions, 
to condutt and wield all our practice 
well in proſecution of our end; {6 


as to enjoy our being and conveni- | 


ences of life in conſkant quiet and 
peace, with tranquility and fatisfac- 
tion of mind ? 

But eſpecially the ſtudy of Thr- 


ology, how numberleſs unexpreflible * 


advantages doth it yield ? for, 

It cnlightneth our minds with the 
beſt knowledge concerning the moſt 
high and worthy objes, in order 
to the moſt happy ena, with the 
firmeſt aſſurance. 


It certainly and perfealy doth in- | 


form us concerning the nature and 
attributes, the will and intentions, 
the works and ptovidence of Got. 


It fully declareth to us our own | 
nature, our original, our defigned | 


end, our whole duty, our certain 
way of attaining eternal lite, and 
felicity 

It cxa&tly teacheth vs how we 
ſhou.1d demean our ſelves in all re- 
ſpects, pioully toward God, juſtly 
an 


—_— 
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and charitably toward our neigh- 
bour, {uberly toward our ſelves: 
without blame in the World, with 
ſatisfaction of our conſcience, with 
aſlured hopes of bleſled rew ards. 

It propoſeth thoſe encourage- 
ments, and exhjbiteth aſſurances of 
thoſe helps, which ſerve pony ro 

1CE 


| engage us 1n all good pra 


It ſetteth betore us 4 moft eom- 
plete and lively pattern of all good- 
neſs; apt moſt clearly to dire&, 
moſt ſtrongly to excire, molt obli- 
gingly to engage us thereto; *lpe- 
cially inſtructing and inclining” to 


the practice of the moſt high and 


hard duties, meekne(s, hu mility, 

patience, ſeif-denial contempt of all 
worldly vanities. 

It diſcovereth thoſe ſublime my- 


| ſteries, and ſtnþendious wohders of 


Face, whereby God hath demon- 


rated an incomprehenſible kind- r Per. r. 12. 


neſs to mankind, and our obliga- T'* 3-4: 


tion to correſpondent gratitude. _. 

It | repreſenteth . manifold argtt- 
ments and incentives to love God 
with 


| 
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with moſt intenſe aftection, to con- 
fide in him wich moſt firm aſſu- 
rance to delight 1n him continual- 


tl 
E 


ly with joy unſpeakable; which arc | nt 


the nobleſt, the ſweeteſt, the happt- 
eſt opperations of our ſoul. 
It reareth our hearts from vain 
thoughts and mean deſires concer- | 
\ ning theſe poor, tranſitory, earthly 
things, to contemplations, affeCti- 
ons, and hopes toward objects mot | 
excellent, eternal and celeſtial. 

It engageth us to itudy the Book 
of God, the Book of Books, the 
richeſt mine of moſt excellent know» 
ledge, containing infallible Oracles 
of truth, and heavenly rules of life; | 

(2 Tim. 3. 15.) which are able to make us wiſe to | 
Pal. 15.1%. ſalvation, and perfect to every good 
work, | 

And how can we otherwiſe be lo | 
well employed, as in meditation nd 
bout ſuch things ? what occupation | 
doth nearer approach to that of the 
bleſſed Angels ? what Heaven is there 
upon Earth like to that of conſtant- 
ly teaſting our minds and hearts a | 

fe 


2 Cor. 4. 18. 
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the contemplation of ſuch | objedts > 
Elpecially conſidering that this ſtu- 
dy dotl1 not only yield private be- 


'nefit to our ſelves, in torwarding 


OS 


our own ſalvation, but enableth us 
by our guidance and encouragement 
to promote the eternal weltare of 
others, and by our endeavours to 
people Heaven; according to that 
exhortation of St, Paul preſſing on 
 1:»mthy this ſtudy with diligence 


Medit ate Hpon theſe things ; grve thy 1 Tim. 4+ 19. 


Jelf wholly to them, that thy proft- 
ting may appear to all ; take heed 
unto thy ſelf, and unto the doFrane , 


continne in them; for in doing this, 


| that hear thee. 


« | thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and thene 


So conſiderable is each part of 
learning, ſo extremely profitable are 
{ome parts of it z indeed the skill of 

| any liberal art is valuable, as a 


/ 


handſome ornament, as an harm- 


| leſs divertiſement, as an uſetul 1n- 


 ſtrument upon occaſionsz as pre- 
ferible to all other accompliſhments 
and advantages of perſon or fortune 


(beauty 


1 Rings, 4. 29- 


Prov. 2. 14. 
&. Il. 


Prov. 8. 19. Cotrpared unto her, Her fruit is bet- 900 
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(beauty, ſtrength, wealth, power, © 


or the like ;) ftof who would not 
purchaſe any kind of ſuch know- 
ledge at any rate; who would fell 
it tor any price; who would not |;, 
chuiſe rather to be deformed or im- ” 
potent in his body, than to have a |,, 
mi{-ſhapen and weak mind ; to have | 
rather a lank purſe, than an empty 

brain; to have no title at all, than |, 
ho wotth to bear it out? if any! 

would, he is not of Soloxzor's mind ; 

for of wiſcdom (by which he mean- |; 
eth a comprehenſion of- all know- | ;, 
ledge, divine and humane ; into ! 

which the knowledge of natural |, 
things, of Mathematicks, of Poetry, | , 
are reckoned ingredients) he faith, | 

The merchandiſe of it is better than | 1,. 
the merchandiſe of -felver, and the. Ge 
gin thereof than fine gold ; - ſhe 4s 

more pretions than rubies, and dll thel ,,, 


thirgs thou canſt deſire, are not to be | th, 


: 


a4: 
by 


16. 16. 20, 15: fer that gold, yea than' fine gold; and | © 
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her revenue than choice floer,- --- ov 


Now of 
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Now then, conlidering all. theſe 
advantages of our calling, if we by 
; our neglgence or {Iuggiſhneſs there- 
in do lole them, are we not very 
ingrateful to God, who gave them, 
as with a gratious intent for aur 
' good, ſo with expectation that we 
ſhould improve them to his ſervice ? 
If God had allotted to us the callin 
I of Ruſticks, or of Artificers, we has 
| been impious in not diligently fol- 
lowing it; but we are no 
| ingrateful in neglecting this moſt 
incomparably excellent vocation. 
O' Are we not extremely defeftive 
al | to qur ſelves, if indulging a wretch- 
Y>| ed humour of lazineſs we will not 
»| enjoy thole ſweet pleaſures, nor em- 
0 | brace thoſe great profits to which 
* | God in mercy calleth us? 


"_ 
Ml 
$]1 


he\ reth wiſedom, loueth his own ſoul, he 
be | that keepeth underſtanding ſhall find 
þ- | good ; how little friends are we tg 
rd | Our ſelves, how neglectful of our 
own welfare, by not uſing the means 


* | of getting wiſedom? 
W — The 


$5 If Solomon (aid true, He that get- Prov. 19.8. 
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Prov. 15. 14. 


ftanding, j ecketh knowl ed ge, {aith $o- 


The heart of him that hath under: 


lomon ;, what a tool then 15 he that 
ſhunneth it? who, though it be his 
way, and his {pecial duty to feek it, 
yet neglectet! it ; chufing rather to 
doe nothing, or to doe worle, 
And do we not delerve great 
blame, diſpleatore and difgrace trom 
mankind, 1t having ſuch opporunt 
ties of qualitymg our ſelves to dot 
rood, and ſerve the publick, we by 
our 1dleneſs render our felves wortlh 
leſs and uſclefs ? 
How, being {lothful in our buſt 
neſs, can we anſwer for our viola: 
ting the wills, for abufing the good- 
neſs, for perverting the charity and 
bounty of our worthy Founders and 


Benetactours, who gave us the good 
things we enjoy, not to maintain af 
in idlene(s, but for ſupports and ett- 
couragements of our induſtry ? how 
can we excuſe our ſelves from .difho- 
neſty, and perfidious dealing, feeing 
that we are admitted to theſe enjoy- 
ments under conditiort, and upon 
corifi 
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. | confidence (confirmed by our free 


promiſes, and molt ſolemn engage- 
ments) of uſing them according to 
their pious intent, that 1s, in a dili- 
gent proſecution of our ſtudies, in 
order to the ſervice of God, and of 
the publick ? 

Let every Scholar, when he mil- 
pendeth an hour, or fluggeth on his 
bed, but imagine that he heareth 
the voice of thoſe glorious Kings, 
or venerable Prelates, or worthy 
Gentlemen , complaming thus, and 
rating him; why, ſhaggard, doſt 
thou againſt my will polleſs my e- 
ſtate? why doſt thou preſume to 
occupy the place due to an induſtri- 
ous perſon ? why doſt thou forget; 
or deſpiſe thy obligations to' my 
kindneſs? thou art an ufurper, a 
robber, or a purlommer of my goods, 
which I never intended for fuch ag 
thee ; I challenge thee of wrong to 
my (elf, and of faerilege toward: my 
God, to whoſe ſervice -I devoted 
thoſe his gifts to me. 


How 
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Hozy reproachful will 1t be to ys, 
if, that  expoſtulation may concern | 
Prov. 17. 16. us,-: Wherefore 4 3s. there A price 1H the 
hand of « faol to get wiſedon, ſeeing | 
ho hath uo heart to it £ | 
If to be a dunce, or a bungler in , 
any profeſſion be ſhameful , how * 
mych-:rnofe 1gnominious , and infa- * 
maus-to_ a Schalar to be ſuch? from 
whom all men expect, that he ſhould 
. excell in intellectual abilities; and | 
\ be able to help others by his in-" 
{truftion and advice, 
+ Nothing ſurely would more grate | 
on the heart of one, that hath a ſpark | 
of ingenuity, of modeſty, of gene- || 
rous good nature, 'than to be ſaable || 
fo ſuch an imputation. 
j To :ayoid it therefore (together 
with all the guilt, and all the miſ-{ 
chiefs attending- on {lath ) let each 
of us in God's name, carefully mind 
his buſineſs; and let the grace and 
blefling of God profper you there- 
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